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The Northeast 
Federation of Ararch A 
from the region, acd cues de ur à anarchist oe hic ‘and ee in an | 
effort io further develop anarchist communist ideas and practice. | 

_ The Northeastern Federation of Anarcho-Communisis (NEFAC):s a bHingual (French and 
English) arganization of revolutionaries from the northeastern region of North America who 
jentity with the communist tradition within anarchism. Fhe federation is organized amung the- 
principles. of theoretical coherence, tactical unity, collective responsibility and federalism. Our 
“activites include study and theoretical development, anarchist agitation and propaganda, and 
| tenor within the class struggle. | 

AS anarcho-communists, we struggle for a classless, staicless and nor-hierarchical 

son We envision an internationat confederation of directly democratic, seifmanaged 
communities anti wo ikplaces: a society where ali markets, exchange value, systems of 
wages and divisions of labor have been abolished and the means production and distri- : 
potion are socialized in order to allow for the satisfaction of human needs, adhereing Le 
me communist principle: “From each SESE + ability, fo each according to need.” 











_ Subscriptions and Distribution 


| Gubociptions ai are — Sppd for four issues (please aid 33 for intemational subscritions}. 
For distribution, bundle orders are $3 per copy ior three or more copies, ane $2. 59 per 
oe copy for ten a or more. «Ch ecks ar money orders can be made out to “North 
| Anarchist”. 
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# This is NEFAC! 


An Introduction to the Northeastern Federation of Anarcho-Communists 





The Northeastem Federation of Anarcho- 
Communists (NEFAC) is a bi-lingual (French 
and English) organization of revolutionaries 
from the northeastern region of North 
America who identify as anarcho-commu- 
nists. We oppose all forms of oppression and 
exploitation. We struggle for a classless. 
Stateless, non-hierarchical society. 

To achieve such a society, we must bring 
an end to patriarchy, white supremacy and 
class domination; smash state power: abolish 
the wage system and market economy; 
expropriate the wealth of the rich: and social- 
ize the means of production for the benefit of 
Society as a whole. This means nothing short 
of social revolution, which can only emerge 
from autonomous social movements and the 
revolutionary self-activity of the working class. 


REVOLUTION REQUIRES 
ORGANIZATION 


We believe that, if only to wage the ‘bat- 
tle of ideas’, anarchist organizations are 
necessary. We reject the vision which 
reduces the idea of revolution to the author- 
itarian seizure of power by a centralized 
party which is believed to be acting in the 
name of the masses. We know that this 
vision has led to bloody dictatorships and 
has nothing to do with socialism. 

NEFAC is not a party, or a self-proclaimed 
vanguard, and we do not see ourselves as 
an organization that will "lead" the anarchist 
movement, nevermind "lead" the entire work- 
ing class to social emancipation. We recog- 
nize that a successful revolution can only be 
Carried out directly by the working class. 
However, we believe this must be preceded 
by organizations able to radicalize mass 
movements and popular struggles, combat 
authoritarian and reformist tendencies, act 
as a forum where ideas and experiences 
between militants can be debated and syn- 
thesized, and provide a vehicle for the maxi- 
mum political impact of anarchist ideas with- 
in the general working class. 

In NEFAC, we think that this activity Can 
be roughly divided into three different areas: 
study and theoretical development, anar- 
chist agitation and propaganda, and inter- 
vention in the class struggle. 






WHO WE ARE AND WHAT WE DO 


NEFAC unofficially began in 1999 as a 
loose network between English-speaking 
anarchist-communists from northeastern 
U.S. and French-speaking Quebecois anar- 
chist-communists who shared a mutual! dis- 
Satisfaction with the state of the anarchist 
movement on both sides’ of the border. In 
April 2000, NEFAC was officially iaunched at 
a conference in Boston, MA. 

The federation is organized around the 
principles of theoretical coherence, tactical 
unity, collective responsibility and federalism. 
Our membership is composed of collectives, 
affinity groups, and individuals throughout 
the region. Our activity (either directly 
through the federation, or autonomously 
through our participation within larger grass- 
roots coalitions) has included work in the 
anti-globalization movement, anti-war 
activism, international solidarity and prisoner 
Support, workplace and community organiz- 
ing, anti-racist struggles, and anti-poverty 
work. The purpose of the federation is to con- 
nect this local and regional activity to a larg- 
er strategy of social revolution, and, ultimate- 
ly, a vision of a libertarian communist future. 

NEFAC is a directly democratic and fed- 
eralist organization. We are also a member- 
ship organization, with membership dues 
and certain obligations to one and other. We 
have a straightforward constitution and 
members are expected to abide by it. Major 
decisions are made at bi-annual confer- 
ences where every member has one vote 
and no one has any more say than anyone 
else. Smaller decisions (like whether or not 
to endorse a statement, etc.) in between 
conferences are made by a Federal Council, 
a delegate council composed of representa- 
tives from each NEFAC member collective. 
Ali delegates are instantly recallable by the 
groups that they represent, and are directly 
accountable to them. Open debate is 
encouraged; we have no party line or party 
bosses. We are organized in this way 
because we believe that the structure of our 
federation should reflect the kind of society 
we want to live in: democratic, participatory, 
accountable, and anti-authoritarian. 
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HOW TO GET INVOLVED 


NEFAC has two types of involvement: 
members and supporters. 

A member is any group or individual that 
agrees with the politics of the federation, ful- 
fills the expectations of membership, and 
has had their candidature accepted by a bi- 
annual conference. The federation ‘recog- 
nizes two types of membership - collective 
and individual. Because the anarcho-com- 
munist vision of society and revolutionary 
activity are in essence fundamentally collec- 
tive, individual membership can only be 
seen as a temporary measure. 

A supporter is any group or individual who 
agrees with the positions and orientations of 
the federation, but cannot or does not want to 
fulfill the membership expectations (supporter 
Status is also a preliminary stage for collec- 
tives and individuals who expect to apply for 
full membership). 

Whether applying for individual or collective 
membership, the process is essentially the 
same. First, the interested group or individual 
needs to contact either the member collective 
which is closest to them (geographically) or 
the General Secretariat, informing the 
Federation of their interest in joining. Either the 
Closest member collective or the General 
Secretariat can then immediately approve 
them for supporter status. If supporter status 
is approved, the group will then be expected to 
engage in a working relationship with the rest 
of the Federation. If the group so desires, they 
can then apply for full membership at any sub- 
sequent conference. The purpose of the sup- 
porter status and the requirement that a sup- 
porter collective wait until the following confer- 
ence to apply for membership is to ensure that 
the collectives who join the federation are sta- 
bie, since we all know how quickly anarchist 
collectives can come and go. 

NEFAC is not a large organization, and 
we have no pretensions about our impor- 
tance. However, we are convinced enough 
of our ideas to want to spread them as wide- 
ly as possible, both by propaganda and 
involvement in social movements and popu- 
lar struggles. If you agree with our politics 
and support our activity, please get in touch! 











HARTFORD 


On Thursday, October 25, eighteen peo- 
ple were arrested and one person had their 
ribs broken during a demonstration against 
the bombing of Afghanistan in Hartford, 
Connecticut. Over 200 people gathered in 
Bushnell Park, and then marched towards 
the Senator's office. During the march, police 
used cruisers, billy clubs and bullhorns to try 
to scare demonstrators onto the sidewalk, 
eventually resulting in numerous scuffles, 
the use of pepper spray and arbitrary 
arrests. Charges ranged from “disorderly 
conduct" and "breach of peace" to "inciting 
riot". Most of the arrestees were given bail 
from $10,000 to $50,000. 


BOSTON 


There are currently three different city- 
wide anti-war coalitions working in Boston. 
The first is the Boston Campus Anti-War 
Coalition, a coalition of progressive stu- 
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dents opposed to war; the 
second is Justice With Peace, 
led to a large extent by paci- .. 
fists and Quakers; and the 
third is the Boston Anarchists ` 
Against Militarism (BAAM), a 
coalition formed in order to 
provide an explicitly anarchist =. 


Wave of Anti-War 
Protest in the Re gion 
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pole for local anti-war activity. 3 ee 


As a first action, on 
September 20, BAAM organ- 
ized an unpermitted night 
march against war, national- 
ism and racism, which & 
attracted the participation of 
over 1,000 people. Despite attempts by the 
International Action Center to try and high- 
jack the march, and an unsuccessful block- 
ade set-up by police, the march was a 
great success. Following this demonstra- 
tion, nearly two thousand people gathered 
for a rally and march called for by the 
Justice With Peace coalition on October 14 
to express their opposition to the war. An 


ee ne RAAT TT ee ne 


aL We are not interested ia | "peace" ‘that | 







8 -BAAM ie autonomous, -n and 


No War t Against Nations, No Peace 


| Boston Anare 







; ists Against Miltarism : 


:: emal: l: baamcoaiiion@hotmallcom a 


wala we eg ee ee a a 


The Northeastern Anarchist 





ee ee ER RRRR RTE TE RSI NRN 


crushing dissent h in à Connectiout 


Re 


anarchist contingent of about 80 people, 
which included dozens of black flags and 
banners which read “Solidarity With The 
Revolutionary Women of Afghanistan: Fuck 
The Taliban!" and “Fight The State, Not Its 
Wars," was organized by BAAM, and was fol- 
lowed closely throughout the march by about 
a dozen cops. 

On November 10, BAAM organized an 
anarchist anti-war teach-in, which attracted 
over a hundred people throughout the day. 
Topics included anarchist positions on war, 
radical labor's response, diversity of tactics 
in anti-war activism, women and war, and the 
necessity of revolution to end all wars. There 
was also a radical art workshop, as well as 
presentations on the implications of the cur- 
rent war for immigrants, and life and resist- 
ance in Afghanistan. 


AMHERST 


On October 19th, at Amherst College, in 
Amherst, Massachusetts, a group of anar- 
chists disrupted an “Assembly for 
Patriotism" by burning two American flags 
immediately after a crowd of about a hun- 
dred people finished reciting the Pledge of 
Allegiance. While standing on a flag that 
had been spread out on the ground, protest- 
ers chanted: "This flag doesn't represent 
me; this flag doesn't represent us." The 
patriotic crowd stared in bewildered silence 
as the flag burned. 


WASHINGTON, DC 


Despite the cancellation of the World 
Bank and IMF meetings scheduled for the 








weekend of September 29-30, in 
Washington DC, thousands of people con- 
verged on the city, shifting the focus of the 
demonstration towards the new ‘war on 
terrorism’. The demonstrations were much 
smaller than originally expected as many 
groups decided to pull out in the wake of 
the events of September 11, citing a 
plethora of excuses. Two groups that 
decided to carry on with their organizing 
were the Anti-Capitalist Convergence and 
International ANSWER (Workers World 
Party; International Action Center). The 
ACC march, which began at 9am, was 
attended by approximately one thousand 
people, about one hundred black bloc, 
and, unsurprisingly, also attended by sev- 
eral hundred police officers in riot gear. 
The police repeatedly prevented the 
march from heading down its intended route, 
leading to several scuffles. Numerous peo- 
ple were pepper-sprayed and arrested, and 
the assistant chief of police was smashed in 
the head with a flagpole, sending him reeling 
onto the hood of a police car. The march 
finally ended in front of the World Bank 
headquarters, where participants found 
themselves unable to leave as hundreds of 
riot police blocked all streets. It later was 
revealed that keeping one thousand people 
penned in a park was a "tactical move aimed 
at calming an often hostile crowd." Following 
this the march was forcibly steered to the 
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coalition aimed directly at Spreading accu- 
rate information and alternative perspectives 
on the current crisis, and to promote interna- 
tional solidarity between peoples on both 
sides of the conflict. 

The group will +; 
focus on educa- mes 
tion, discussion raissos s. 
and getting out is. 5 
the true per- ; 
spective on% f 
recent events. #7 
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has been given $ oe 
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as a website, ya 
publications, Æ Fi 
direct contacts $% 7% 2 
with opposition Se 
groups in the 
frontline countries, travelling troupe of speakers 
and performers, a public access television pro- 
gram, and a group to make presentations to 
schools and social groups. 

If you are interested in the project, please 
e-mail: wsany @ hotmail.com. 


BALTIMORE 


The Roundhouse Collective has been 
active in anti-war actions, mostly through partic- 
ipation with the Baltimore Anti-War Coalition. 
The coalition is a consensus assembly with a 

ane oe ; variety of leftist 
s groups and individ- 
- ual members. 
Roundhouse 
attended a rally 

# hosted by the AI 
+ | People's Congress. 
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Site of the International ANSWER rally. On 
the way there were several more scuffles 
with police, resulting in a few more arrests. 


NEW YORK CITY 


Members of several non-authoritarian 
groups have been meeting to form a new 









Bs E Rec on 
nti-Capitalist Convergence takes to the streets of Washington, DC 


2AF the Anti-Capitalist 
a) Convergence on 
Z i September 29th in 
í DC, where one of 
the members was 
arrested at an 
action related to the 
DC General 
Hospital with sever- 
= al other friends on 
charges of 
“attempted pos- 
session of implements of crime": everyone 
was eventually released when the State 
declined to prosecute. 

The Anti-War Coalition has functioned 
as a coalition. The coalition has had numer- 
ous rallies and protests, on October 7th we 
voiced our oppposition. There was also a vigil 
outside the federal courthouse in downtown 
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Anti-war demonstration in Quebec City 


Baltimore as a reaction to the loss of our civil 
liberties. Coming up we are planning a teach 
in and a rally focusing on the need for 
humanitarian aid for the people in 
Afghanistan and the surrounding refugee 
camps. Roundhouse's 
… Primary activity in oppo- 
Sition to the war is pub- 
licizing and fundraising 
_. for the Revolutionary 
.£s@ Association of Women 
wii of Afghanistan. 
EDS COCO TE 


QUEBEC CITY 


| On September 29, 
me nearly 500 people 

= demonstrated against 
* war and racism in 

Quebec City. The call 
was made by an ad-hoc coalition of student 
unions, international solidarity groups, as 
well as local anarchists and socialists. After 
marching through the city for awhile, a 
strong anti-capitalist bloc decided to take the 
front of the march and headed toward the 
the affluent neighborhood of Moncalm. 
Unfortunately, many people decided to head 
back to a rally where they listened to numer- 
ous speeches and then went home. 





MONTREAL 


Over one thousand people demonstrat- 
ed against war and racism in downtown 
Montreal on September 23. The protest was 
called by the Emergency Coalition Against 
War Hysteria and Racism, and began with a 
gathering at the Norman Bethune statue at 
Concordia University. Speakers on the out- 
door sound system included a member of 
the local Afghan community, a member of a 
group organizing against the sanctions poli- 
cy in Iraq (Voices of Conscience), and a rep- 
resentative of the South Asian Women's 
Community Center. The speakers voiced 
clear opposition to war, racism and some 
spoke of the context of US imperialism in 
the world. 


HALIFAX 


On October 13, a group of activists 
locked down at one entrance to the 
Department of National Defense military 
base in Halifax, Nova Scotia. The group set 
up a 'peace camp' and demanded an imme- 
diate end to Canada's military involvement 
in the U.S.-led war against Afghanistan. 
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Protests Shadow Annual Meetings 


Of the G20, IME, 


OTTAWA - From November 16-18, the 
Finance Ministers and central bank gov- 


ernors of the Group of 20 (G20) nations, 


as well as key segments + vs 
of the World Bank and $% &z 
IMF, met, once again, ? 
amidst teargas and con- 974. 
frontational protests in ty. 
the Candian capital of :4% 
Ottawa. « 


crowds were much small- : : 
er than expected, a spirit- Pe : 
ed demonstration of about à. 
350 people roamed the * > 
downtown area chanting, 
banging drums, and taunt- 
ing police. Before they set 
off, protesters held a brief 
rally. One of the speakers, Jaggi Singh, of 
the Anti-Capitalist Convergence (CLAC), 
said that in the wake of the Sept. 11 suicide 
attacks, it was more important than ever to 
speak out against the terrorism of the World 
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Bringing down the barricades 


and World Bank 


Bank and IMF. He finished by stating: "We 
oppose a view of the world that looks like 
Disney, tastes like Coke and smells like shit". 
s go" aes a Early in the 
Éd 
=. groups of anarchists 
se managed to disman- 
i tle sections of the 

à police barricades 
: and briefly enter the 
security perimeter. 
From here protest- 
… ers continued on, 
$? with small groups of 
© people dragging 
%| newspaper boxes 
Tk into the streets, 
" spray painting graffi- 

ti on a number of 
banks, and smashing in the windows of a 
McDonalds restaurant with rocks and metal 
poles. By early evening the demonstration 
thinned out, and special police squads used 
tear gas and concussion grenades to dis- 


perse the remaining participants, arresting a 
number of individuals for alleged vandalism. 

On Saturday, thousands of protesters con- 
verged on the Supreme Court building to 
oppose the anti-terrorism legislation, Bill C- 
36, and were met by a group of 50 riot cops. 
After removing a set of police barricades, a 
number of people were able to march towards 
the Conference Center where the G20 meet- 
ings were taking place. However, before they 
could reach the center itself, they were 
repelled by police who used fire hoses, bean 
bag rounds and tear gas against the crowds. 
During the melee, armed officers pushed their 
way into the crowd and pulled out several 
black bloc anarchists for arrest. Injuries 
included a number of people bitten by police 
dogs, one person who had their leg broken by 
a plastic bullet, and another who had their 
head smashed by a police truncheon. 

By mid-afternoon, after two separate con- 
frontations with the police, protesters had 
retreated from the security perimeter. Later, 
nearly 800 protesters confronted 300 riot 
police on Rideau St. A number of rocks and 
bottles were thrown at the lines on police, 
and some plywood was appropriated from 
the boarded up windows of a CIBC bank and 
used as a shield. More tear gas was used, 
and eventually demonstrators dispersed. 


anti-Patriarcat! 


MONTREAL - Under a huge banner which read "Fuck 
Patriarchy Before it Fucks You" the first NEFAC anti- 
Patriarchy conference began at Concordia University on 
December 1st with about 75 people attending. 

Presentations began on the historical roots of patriarchy 
and the competing theories surrounding this most enigmatic 
of oppressions. Three women from the Montreal local union of 
NEFAC outlined why we must fight against the theory that 
women's oppression is somehow “natural.” Women's work, 
both paid and unpaid, and women's bodies as commodities 
was examined. The institutions that prop up patriarchy such 
as the Church were tied into a historic outline tracing it as the 
oldest system of oppression. Regarding hunter & gatherer 
societies, although often presented by anthropologists (and 
primitivists) as edenic, women's position in that division of 
labor was more akin to slavery. Through the Middle Ages to 
modern Capitalist societies, women's "tools" have been 
appropriated or marginalized, while traditional roles have 
expanded to fit changing societies in both the East and West. 

A raucous skit on machismo in the anarchist movement by 
local theatre activist Norman Nawrocki introduced a workshop 
on "Patriarchy, Sexism and Heterosexism," in which the sub- 
tleties of the politics of "free love," non-monogamy, and "sex- 
uality as the glue which holds patriarchy together" were 
debated. A crowd returned the next day to discuss "Family 
Relationships and Gender Socialization" and finally, 


“Patriarchy, Capitalism and Social Struggles." 
For more information contact nefacmtl @ yahoo.fr or 
nefacquebec @ yahoo.ca 
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ANARCHIST BOOKFAIR 


AMHERST - The most successful 
New England Anarchist Bookfair to 
date was held in Amherst, 
Massachusetts, on November 3rd. 
Between 800-1,000 people, from 
Montreal to Philadelphia and every- 
where in between, came to the 
campus of rural Hampshire College 
to peruse literature tables, listen to 
speakers, mingle, and network. 
Hampshire College was well suited 
to host the event with ample lecture 
room space and an outdoor court- 
yard for attendees to play, chat, 
and plot revolution on a beautiful 
New England fall day. 

Over a dozen talks and per- 
formances were held to enlighten 
and entertain the anarchist mind. in 
one humorous skit, Bush and Bin 
Laden pro-wrestled while the refer- 
ee stated their crimes. Following 
this was a panel discussion titled 
Current Crises on the Left: What 
the Fuck Do We Do Now? 





Hundreds of anarchists and allies 
packed the lecture hall to hear 
Cindy Milstein, Michael Albert, Noel 
Ignatiev and Pari who delivered a 
speech by Jaggi Singh (prevented 
from attending by U.S. border 
pigs). After several good speeches 
talking about how to reach out bet- 
ter to non-activists, Noel Ignatiev 
responded that the task at hand is 
not talking to those we disagree 
with, but getting together with those 
we do agree with and resisting col- 
lectively. Other interesting work- 
shops included Darini Nicholas' 
Anarchism, Race and Nationalism, 
Michael Albert's Anarchist Economics 
and Anarchist Federation: Lessons of 
the Love and Rage Revolutionary 
Anarchist Federation for Today by 
Wayne Price. 

The continued success of the 
annual bookfairs is a positive 
reflection of the growth and devel- 
opment of anarchist movement 
here in the New England region. 
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O16: Economic Disruption Hits 
Canada's Financial Center 


TORONTO - On October 16, under the slo- 
gan “Fight To Win," the Ontario Common 
Front launched its campaign of economic 
disruption and direct action aimed at unseat- 
ing the province's rightwing Conservative 
government. With the announced resigna- 
tion of the much-despised Premier Mike 
Harris (for "personal reasons") the night 
before, a small victory was celebrated even 
before the demonstration got underway. 

At Sam thousands of demonstrators met 
at Nathan Phillip's Square (City Hall) for 
breakfast, music, speeches and preparation. 
Despite a number of pre-emptive arrests, the 
massive police presence failed to deter 
activists from assembling. By 6am riot police 
had surrounded the square and attempted to 
block the march from leaving the area. 
Those attempt to head towards the financial 
district were met by a huge wall of riot cops 
armed with rubber bullet guns, shieids, 
batons, and riot gear. After a brief standoff, 
the march circled around the park and effec- 
tively by-passed the police blockade and 
headed towards the financial district. 

People split into various “snake-marches" 
and made their way through the heart of 
Toronto's financial district, maneuvering 
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around flanks of riot police and bringing 
vehicular and pedestrian traffic to a standstill. 
Major intersections were systematically barri- 
caded with overturned newspaper Pres, 
while Subway sta- re. eyen 
tion entrances *% “> 
were temporarily *: 
closed. According . %4 
to several reports, me NR: 
many companies “Saag 
and firms simply ss — 
told their employ- 
ees to stay at 
home for the day. 
At the peak of 
the march a pro- 
testor had climbed 
onto the large 
overhang covering 
the front doors to 
one of Toronto’s most affluent hotels, 
grabbed the American flag hanging above, 
spray-painted "murder" across it and set it 
on fire. Following this incident, protesters 
headed over to the American consulate, 
where a few anti-war speeches were made 
and paint bombs were thrown at the front 
door. At this point, the black bloc started tip- 
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ping over police barricades and vehicles. 

Throughout the demonstration there were 
several scuffles between protesters and police, 
and some ae of property destruction: a 
Be RE BE few bank windows 
NIETIS : 

Ee ms “4 were broken, invest- 
: ment firms had paint 
bombs thrown at 
them, police cars had 
their tires slashed, 
¿ newspaper boxes 
; were bumed, and graf- 
fii was painted 
< throughout the area. 
_ 3 By the end of the day 
4 there were 40 arrests, 

-į ranging from relatively 
< minor charges of 
"breach of peace" to 
the more serious 
"manufacture of explosives". 

Meanwhile, Toronto's rightwing mayor, 
Mel Lastman, was quoted in mainstream 
reports describing protesters as "absolutely 
disgusting" and called the disruption cam- 
paign "disgraceful" and insisted he would 
be instructing the city's solicitor to sue the 
anti-poverty protesters for the damages. 
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TORONTO - On October 16, 2001, two thou- 
sand people disrupted Toronto's financial 
district through a number of mobile and 
unpredictable "snake marches" which 
snared and blocked commuter traffic enter- 
ing the district. The demonstration began 
the fall campaign of economic disruption 
against the provincial government and its 
neo-liberal, colonialist policies by the Ontario 
Common Front (OCF), a coalition of 75 
organizations across Ontario. 

Was the financial district disrupted on 
October 16th? It undoubtedly was, the snake 
marches temporarily blocked major routes 
into the financial district, including major 
intersections for commuter traffic exiting 
irom the Gardener Expressway and 401, 
and underground parking garages. The best 
weapon we had on Oct. 16th was our unpre- 
dictability. Not Knowing where the snake 
marches were going caused lots of compa- 
nies to advise employees to stay home or 
rent a hotel room, lock entrances, and cancel 
business conferences and meetings. The 
Toronto Transit Commission shut down the 
subway stops in the district, causing mass 
delays and confusion on major routes taken 
by commuters. 

Another very effective tactic was used by 
the People's Community Union (Kingston) as 
they set up slow rolling vehicle blockades 
along the 401 and Don Valley Parkway caus- 
ing massive traffic jams, disrupting the "just- 
in-time" economy that much of Ontario's 
industry uses, as well as delaying thousands 
of commuters entering Toronto. The anti-cap- 
italist caravan ended its tremendously suc- 
cessful action with no arrests or harassment. 


Redefining Militancy 
and Radicalism 


Was the October 16th demonstration 
"militant"? Was it "radical"? The answer is a 
resounding yes, furthermore, O16 helped re- 
define the terms. It was militant in the fact 
that there was no negotiation with the police 
and we refused to allow ourselves to be 
penned into Nathan Philips Square or in the 
case of the Quebec contingent enter it in the 
first place. We meet our goals of disrupting 
the financial district without compromise, or 
serious Casualties. It was radical in its politi- 






An Anarchist Look at 016 
and the Fall Campaign 





by Mick (Freyheyt & OCAP) 


cal strategy of not protesting the government 
(or elite summits) but moving towards a 
movement that disrupts the day-to-day busi- 
ness of capitalism. 

The fact that we used tactics that were 
effective but meant to avoid major battles 
with the police, and the fact that we were 
incredibly focused on our goals and self-dis- 
ciplined was a remarkable step forward for 
the anarchist movement as we were rapidly 
moving towards a split between either the 
irresponsible "anything goes" or the authori- 
tarian "do anything | don't like and you go". 
Any criticism that it wasn't radical because 
few windows were broken is easily refuted 
by pointing out that by that standard the most 
"radical" demonstration ever was 
Kristalinacht. Our politics, not our tactics, are 
what make us radicals. 

Importantly, not only did we win tactically 
we won politically as well. There is little 
doubt in this writer's mind that a major battle 
with police or widespread, proactive, proper- 
ty destruction in the financial district would 
have led to the internal destruction of the 
Ontario Common Front just as much as can- 
celling the demo or turning it into just anoth- 
er protest would have. We now have the 
opportunity to continue building the OCF, 
improving and formalizing it's structure, plan- 
ning future local work, campaigns and 
actions, while most importantly building a 
true counter-power to capitalism, the state 
and trade union leadership. 

On June 15th 2000 we proved we would 
fight, throughout the year we have proved we 
can organize, on October 16th 2001 we 
proved we can be disciplined and win not only 
in the streets but politically as well. The pow- 
ers that be are scared of us and rightfully so. 


Anarchist Participation in 016 


Anarchist participation in 016 and the 
OCF took place on two levels. Individual 
anarchists and collectives affiliated with the 
Ontario Common Front and worked within 
the OCF to achieve its goals of economic 
disruption. The other level that anarchists 
organized came from the Freyheyt Collective 
(NEFAC-Toronto) who issued a call for a 
united anarchist contingent on October 16th 
and participation in the fall campaign. It is 
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undoubtedly true that anarchist organizing 
brought hundreds of people to Toronto from 
as far away as Washington DC. 

The Anarchist contingent, however, was 
nowhere to be seen on 016. We found our- 
selves back in the position of yesteryear with 
a large number of anarchists and anti-author- 
itarians participating but having no visible or 
organized presence. What went wrong? 

First of all, it was very difficult for the var- 
ious anarchist affinity groups to even assem- 
ble in Nathan Philips Square as the police 
presence was overwhelming. Our decision to 
not dress in black also came back to haunt 
us as the Anarchist Contingent made the 
decision to abandon it's small flags (as peo- 
ple thought that the police would size them 
and arrest the people carrying them on 
weapons charges) giving us little visual ref- 
erence to rally around. 

In addition to this a significant number of 
anarchists, mostly from Quebec, made the cor- 
rect decision to not enter the square and sub- 
mit themselves to police searches and poten- 
tial arrest. The Quebec contingent swelled to 
about 400 people and decided to start their 
own snake march into the financial district. 

When the Quebec contingent and the 
main demonstration met up later in the day it 
was a little easier for anarchists to converge 
as the Quebec contingent still had a number 
of red and black flags but overall the day 
consisted of anarchist affinity groups acting 
almost invisibly in the larger demonstration 
bumping into people they knew and forming 
temporary clusters but not being able to hold 
it together as a united contingent. 

The tactical potential of anarchists went 
unrealized because without being together in 
a larger bloc affinity groups were faced with 
the undesirable choice of either blindly fol- 
lowing the masses lead by OCF marshals or 
dangerously breaking off in very small 
groups. The lesson | draw from this mobi- 
lization is that visual references are essential 
in keeping an anarchist contingent together 
and the Black Bloc uniform remains a very 
useful tool for that purpose. If a situation 
develops where people are being targeted 
for wearing black they can always change 
clothes but it is impossible to stay together in 
large numbers during highly mobile and 
unpredictable situations without visible refer- 
ences such as the Black Bloc uniform. 


The Fall Campaign After 016 


The tone set for the October 16th demo 
was a good one tactically and politically. 
However, it seems that the targeting of the 
financial district has set a strategic tone as 
well that is not effective for a campaign of 
Economic disruption. The demonstrations 
that have followed in Hamiliton, Belleville 
and Sudbury have mirrored the strategy of 
marching and disrupting the downtown core 
of their respective cities. This is a loss of 
potential that deeply saddens me and 
requires critique. 

In Toronto, during initial discussions about 
- how Toronto would participate in a campaign 
of economic disruption, it was decided that 
downtown Toronto's main role in the provin- 
cial economy was one of administration. 
Drawing from the global May Day demon- 
Strations the Toronto Common Front made 
the decision to target the heart of Canadian 
capitalism on Bay St. From a provincial and 
local perspective this was a great target not 
enough thought seemed to have been put 
into how disrupting this somewhat abstract 
target, instead of one at a point of produc- 
tion or distribution, would effect the rest of 
the campaign. 

While targeting the business district in 
Toronto was a great idea, targeting the busi- 
ness districts of smaller communities seems 
like the unoriginal thinking that the OCF 
campaign was trying to break out of. By cor- 
rectly stating that ending the day-to-day 
business of "Canada's wall street" was eco- 
nomic disruption it lead other OCF locals to 
decide that disrupting their largely insignifi- 
cant downtown core was equivalent to 
blockading railway lines, factories, high- 
ways, and major local industry. This has 
made the OCF campaign more of a tradi- 
tional protest movement than a Campaign of 
economic disruption. 


Where Was Labor? 


The Labor movement has been absent from 
the fall campaign in any significant way. There 
has been no workplace actions, slowdowns, or 
strikes related to the Ontario Common Front. 
This is in sharp contrast to the hope and the 
hype that the Unions and the Ontario 
Common Front had for mass workplace 
actions and a general strike, what happened? 

The rise of the Ontario Common Front in 
the labor movement was done quite effective- 
ly by by-passing the national and provincial 
labor leadership and going directly to union 
locals and local labor councils. Coupled with 
the rise of autonomous rank and file flying 
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. district coordinated bn Le the Ontario € Borman Front à Many were > arrested — minor — 
charges such as “breach of peace” and “disorderly conduct," however a number of peo. 


pie also face very severe charges. These include five comrades from the Red and 
real group, A supporter group of the Northeastern — 


ho-Gommunists (NEFAC), Tbe charges include “attempt to manufac- 





dure explosives,” “weapons dangerous,” and othets, Their Sar was searched by police, 
who allegedly found à couple of empty bottles, some rags and a piece of hose they 
claimed were parts intended to make Molotov cocktails. Solidarity is urgently needed now! | 
Specifically, money for legal costs is desperately needed. 3 
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push for workplace actions from Canadian 
Union of Public Employees (CUPE) loca! 
3903 at the CUPE Ontario convention. 
Everyone's hopes were that the Labour 
movement would join the radical left in ending 
the long retreat of our respective movements. 

One of the most crippling blows against 
labour participation was the attack on 
Canadian Auto Workers (CAW) flying squads 
by the CAW national executive after the 
OCAP eviction of Ontario finance minister 
Jim Flaherty from his office in Whitby Ontario. 
The CAW executive took the opportunity that 
presented itself as the controversial action 
(due to minor amount of property destruction 
that happened) involved participation of CAW 
flying squad members. The National 
Executive withdrew its annual donation to 
OCAP of $10,000 but more importantly 
declared that all future CAW flying squad 
actions needed approval from the national 
executive. The CAW flying squads were, 
unfortunately, still in the building phase and 
did not have the necessary counter power in 
the union to be able to take on the national 
executive. 

For all the tough talk that came out of 
CUPE Ontario, and participation in 016 by a 
number of CUPE flying squads notwith- 
Standing, the union failed to organize a sin- 
gle workplace action. As far back as June 
CUPE Ontario president Sid Ryan had 
claimed that CUPE flying squads would, 
unannounced, shut down workplaces that 
were considered unsafe. CUPE National 
president Judy Darcy had issued calls for 
mass confrontations in the streets and work- 
place at the CUPE Ontario convention, 
claiming that CUPE members would organ- 
ize into affinity groups equipped with gas 
masks to confront the police. 
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aoe p power, ren lies not in organ- 
izing people to take the streets, it lies in the 
ability to directly shutdown and occupy work- 
places. The fact that, as a whole, organized 
labor did neither for the OCF campaign 
shows that the Labor movement remains firm- 
ly in retreat or is arguably a reactionary force. 
As one anarchist youth put it "It's ridiculous 
that the class struggle is being left to a hand- 
ful of us punk-ass kids to fight in the street." 


Where From Here For OCAP 
and the OCF? 


Locally, OCAP should re-focus its work on 
the day-to-day concerns of Toronto's poor peo- 
ple. For example, the winter is coming and like 
every winter in Toronto people will freeze to 
death on the streets. We still need affordable 
housing and if the city won't provide it then we 
should take it. OCAP needs to spend most of 
its energy on direct-action casework. If there is 
any major. organizing that OCAP should do 
provincially it is in setting up OCAP branches in 
communities across the province and conduct- 
ing workshops on how to do casework. A more 
formal and accountable provincial structure is 
needed if OCAP is to successfully grow out- 
side of Toronto, which may be the best and 
longest lasting contribution to class struggle 
that comes out of the OCF fall campaign. 

The way forward for the OCF as a whole 
is to formalize the structure of the OCF to 
distribute the work and costs among OCF 
member-organizations and ensure that the 
decisions of the OCF are made in a demo- 
cratic and accountable way. 

Let us make no mistake, the fall campaign 
is only the beginning, we will end the retreat 
and we will fight until we win. 








MONTREAL - On September 29, over 500 
people took to the streets in downtown 
Montreal for a demonstration called for by 
Solidarity for Palestinian Human Rights 
(SPHR). The demo ended early in the 
evening with more than eighty arrests. 

The September 29th demo was initially sup- 
posed to take place on September 16th to 
commemorate the massacres of refugee 
camps Sabra and Chatilla, which happened 
during the Israeli army's invasion of Lebanon, 
in 1982. The SPHR decided to push back the 
date because of the general panic and upgrad- 
ed security measures due to the September 
11th attacks. SPHR was also being threatened 
by, among others, the obscure ‘Comite for the 
Extermination of Palestine’. 

As the march got under way, tensions went 
up a notch when a group of Zionist provoca- 
teurs tried to prevent people from turning on 
Ste-Catherine's street. Members of the 
march's security crew interposed themselves 
in front of the provocateurs who then left while 
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Mass Arrests at Demonstration for Palestinian Rights 


police were about to intervene. 

Other demonstrators gathered at Philips 
square under anti-globilization banners to 
protest as part of the international day of action 
against the IMF and the World Bank, joined the 
pro-Palestinian march to swell it's ranks. The 
united march then headed to the U.S. consulate 
on St-Alexandre Street. A lot of protesters were 
disappointed that the demo just headed right 
by the consulate, and not stop in front of it, as it 
is custom in most Montreal demonstrations. 

Later, the official end of the march was 
announced in a west-end park. Then, about 
100 people decided to retake the streets. A 
U.S. flag was burnt while passing by the U.S. 
consulate for a second time. Small actions 
were made along the route: a bit of graffiti, a 
bit of damage done to some election cam- 
paign signs. These are the small, relatively 
inoffensive acts that the cops invoked as 
motives for the arrest of 80 people. 

Slightly past 7 pm, riot police arrived out 
of nowhere and trapped the remaining 





demonstrators along with passerbys on tiny 
Montcalm Street, between Ste-Catherine's 
and De Maisonneuve. Police gave no warn- 
ing or dispersal order. SPCUM agents 
(Montreal's police force) didn't meet any 
resistance on the part of the demonstrators, 
most of them wanting to get to the nearest 
subway station to go home 

Everybody arrested was charged with 
"disturbing the peace" and handcuffed with 
sadly famous plastic "tie-wrap" handcuffs 
before being sent off by bus to detention 
center Centre Opérationnel Sud. Many had 
to wait no less than 3 hours before getting off 
the bus, which acted as a temporary jail-cell. 
Once inside C-O Sud, the arrestees were 
forced to kneel down in the garage while 
waiting to be searched for a second time. 

A group of supporters of the arrested 
demonstrators, gathered in front of the 
detention center, were threatened with arrest 
for “unlawful assembly". All were eventually 
released with fines or court dates. 





Police Violently 


Montreal 


MONTREAL - On October 4, dozens of riot 
police violently evicted at least 40 individuals 
who have been squatting for two months at a 
former youth center in the Rosemont neigh- 
borhood of east end Montreal. There are 
unconfirmed reports that a SWAT team also 
participated in the operation. 

The police arrived without notice, forcibly 
entered the building, and violently compelled 
the residents to leave. Many squatters were 
not even able to obtain their belongings, 
including their shoes and clothes. According 
to squatters and their spokespersons, many 
people inside the building were beaten with 
batons and police fists. One squatter was 
shot with a taser gun at least twice and lost 
consciousness. According to eyewitnesses, 
he was trying to grab his backpack. Other 
people reportedly suffered concussions as a 
result of police blows, and there are at least 
two reported hospitalizations. At least six 
people, five men and one woman, were 
arrested in the eviction on charges of "resist- 
ing police" and “obstruction”. 

The squatters and many supporters, who 
quickly mobilized to the site, were forced 
away from the squat at the corner of 
Prefontaine and Rachel streets by a squad 






Evict 
Squatters 


of helmeted and baton-wielding riot police. 
Meanwhile, a large number of curious 
onlookers, who in the past two months have 
congregated to the squat site, watched the 
police action. 

At the evicted squat site, workers have 
boarded up the building, and about 20 private 
security guards have replaced the police and 
are maintaining a constant presence. 

For the last two months, at least 50 squat- 
ters and their supporters have been making 
the Prefontaine Center their home, as well 
as a meeting space for street youth and local 
activists. The Prefontaine Center -- a City- 
owned building that has been empty for 
years -- was won after a five-day occupation 
of a downtown heritage building. The gain of 
the large four-story building was widely 
hailed as a victory for squatter's rights in 
Montreal, Quebec and Canada. 

The original Overdale Squat was aban- 
doned for at least 13 years until it was 
brought back to life by a large-scale public 
squatting action that involved 400 people. 
The squat action of July 27 -- organized by 
the Comite des sans-emplois anti-poverty 
group -- gained widespread public aware- 
ness and sympathy to the issue of homeless- 
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ness and inadequate housing in Montreal. 
The Prefontaine Center quickly became a 
laboratory for communal living, as well as a 
launching pad for alternative projects such 
as a community garden and compost, free 
school, communal kitchen and proposed 
printing press. It was also a convergence 
point for many street youth in Montreal, and 
a strategizing center on the issue of home- 
lessness and social housing. In addition to 
youth, the squat also was home to a few 
families, including several small children. 

Originally, Mayor Pierre Bourque's office 
had promised, in writing, to allow the new 
squat to be run by the squatters, without 
police interference. Heat, water and rent 
were to be free-of-cost, and the site was to 
be self-managed. However, the Mayor's atti- 
tude changed a month ago, and for at least 
the last three weeks, the City has been look- 
ing for ways to evict the squatters. Until yes- 
terday morning, the City had not been able to 
find a legal pretext for eviction. And, in the 
case of building problems, the building's 
landlord -- the City of Montreal -- was ulti- 
mately responsible for improvements. 

The Mayor rejected any sort of compro- 
mise with the squatters, and wanted to put 
this affair behind as he prepares for the 
municipal elections in early November. In the 
dismissive words of the Mayor, "[The squat- 
ters'] aim was anti-globalization and they 
were against our system . . . and capitalism." 





BOSTON - Following the police murder of 
anarchist militant Carlo Guiliani during the 
G8 protests in Genoa, Italy, an emergency 
solidarity demonstration was called for in 
Boston in front of the Italian consulate on 
July 23. A crowd of seventy gathered at the 
consulate to voice their outrage and disgust 
over the treatment of protesters at the hands 
of the Italian police and carabinieri. Towards 
the end of the demonstration, two paint 
bombs were allegedly lobbed at the doorway 
and building facade. 

Moments later Boston Police and Federal 
agents had arrested two local anarchists, 
both members of the Sabate Anarchist 
Collective. Despite the relatively minor acts 
that the two were accused of committing, 
they were each charged with a staggering 
nine felonies (three counts of “assault and 
battery with a dangerous weapon," and six 
counts of “destruction of property over 
$250"), and one misdemeanor (“disturbing 
the peace"). 

It subsequently became apparent that as 
Known anarchists and long-time activists, 





NEW YORK CITY - For years now, the 
CEOs of major corporations, hundreds of top 
international government officials and just 
plain rich people have been meeting every 
year in Davos, Switzerland. This is where the 
real rulers of the world give the politicians 
their marching orders. This is where the 
schemes that lead to atrocities like GATT 
and the WTO are actually hatched. And this 
year, the dining club for the world ruling class 
will be held at the Waldorf Astoria hotel in 
Midtown Manhattan. 

The WEF is moving here because they 
were effectively chased out of Switzerland by 
a concerted campaign of direct action. This 
IS a provocation. While thousands of New 
Yorkers are still burying their dead, trying to 
patch together shattered lives, and desperate- 
ly trying to see how they can continue to pay 
insanely high New York City rents after being 
laid off from their jobs, the richest and most 
powerful people on earth have decided to 
come and party on the wreckage - to cele- 
brate, no doubt, the billions of dollars of tax- 
Payer money they've just been handed by 
their respective governments and explore 
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Boston Anarchists Face 
serious Charges 


both cases were being given "special atten- 
tion" by the authorities. While in custody, all 
clothing (other than boxer shorts) was confis- 
cated for "evidence". One of the accused was 
informally questioned by police on several 
occasions, and was asked directly if he was 
an anarchist and if he knew any of the pro- 
testers who were in Genoa. Bail was initially 
set at $25,000 each - payable in cash only. 
The following morning, during the bail 
hearing, both were brought in front of the 
judge chained and shackled, barefoot, and 
dressed only in their boxer shorts and a hos- 
pital gurney. A group of friends and support- 
ers had gathered, and were video taped by 
Federal agents who were prominently and 
visibly spread throughout the courtroom and 
Surrounding hallways. One supporter, an 
anarchist and friend of the accused, was 
approached by an undercover cop and 


Anti-Capitalist es 
Against the 
World Economic Forum 


new opportunities to profiteer from permanent 
global warfare. Do they think we have no 
pride? No self-respect? That we're just going 
to sit back and let this happen? 

We are calling for for a joyous, creative 
resistance to the WEF's stifling grey culture 
of corporate conformity; actions whose diver- 
sity of tactics will reflect the rich diversity of 
our city's communities. We are calling for 
actions based on principles of non- -hierarchy, 
passionate opposition to patriarchy, white 
supremacy, and rule-by-elite, and the vision 
of a world in which no one has to live in fear 
or daily terror. We are calling for a world in 
which states and their wars, the economic 
violence and insecurity promulgated by their 
corporate overlords, the hideous legacy of 
500 years of colonialism and racism, and the 
violence and intolerance of every kind of cru- 
Sader and religious fanatic will finally be ban- 
ished from this earth. Strike back against 
corporate terror! 


Waldorf Astoria Hotel, NYC 
January 31-February 4 
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placed under arrest for a warrant dating back 
to early 1997. Though she was cleared a few 
hours later of any wrong-doing, she had not 
given her name to anyone in the courthouse; 
she was visually identified, presumably from 
intelligence files, and approached by a 
Federal agent using her first name. 

Although the two accused are out on bail, 
the fight is far from over. If convicted of all the 
charges against them, they will realistically 
be facing up to six years in prison! Adding to 
their worries is the current political climate, 
which is expected to make it that much. easi- 
er to persecute political dissidents. 

For information on how you can donate 
legal funds, extend solidarity, or receive 
updates on their cases, contact: 


Sabate Anarchist Collective, 
PO Box 230685, Boston, MA 02123 





- shot” ‘crossing “back into. pur on ; 
France, in memory of him and countless - 
others who would not give up the fight, 
who would not listen tò now i is not the 
‘time’, whe continued despite oppression 3 
and pain, we invite you to a festival and 
action in the spirit of anarchism and class : 
watin Washington DGI : 
_ January 5 - sterts of at Sam A day ci ; 
: fur events including @ booklair, movie 
"showings {not your lypical action videos - 
something a little different but great, vege 
_Qleivegan pals, defense training classes, 
dames {such as Bash A Fask), music, | 
 Sewing ciréle, and much mord —— 
January 6 - day of action- in celebta- 3 
| tan of resistance agains! capitalism and 
. militarism, there wili be a manifestation 
-showing that we will not hide or jar, 
we will lake acion! ae 











Tute Nere Collective 
BO Box 645 _ 
ss Riverdale, MO 
email: tite. _nere hotmail com 
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Defending the Uprising at 


Concordia University 


MONTREAL - Over the past three years, stu- 
dents at Concordia University have elected 
leftwing representatives to their student union. 
Every year there has been contro- 
versy over the confrontational tac- 
tics of direct action, leftwing (even 
anti-capitalist) student publica- 
tions, and the willingness of the 
student union to take a stand on 
international human rights issues. 
Every year the Concordia adminis- 
tration has criticized the Concordia 


Student Union (CSU) activists for E 


their lack of decorum, and has 
arbitrarily thrown its representa- 
tives off of University bodies. 

The Fall of 2001 looked like it 
was going to be more of the 
same. Two elected CSU repre- 
sentatives, VP Internal Laith 
Morouf and Councilor Tom 
Keefer, were expelled by rectorial 
decree one month after some graffiti was 
painted on University property followed by a 
minor confrontation with security guards. 

The CSU had produced a student agen- 
da, UPRISING 2001-2002, that was generat- 
ing debate about the Israeli occupation, 
racism on campus, and the human rights vio- 
lations that certain Concordia-connected cor- 
porations were profiting from. 





Then came September 11th, 2001. 
Suddenly, defenders of Palestinian human 
rights like Keefer and Marouf became "terror- 
ists". Suddenly 
the revolutionary 
art and poetry 
contained in 
UPRISING had 
become "violent". 
Suddenly the 
CSU itself 
became a "terror- 
ist organization” 
with connections 
to Osama bin 
Laden himself! 

On October 1, 
a press confer- 
ence was held 
where the B'nai 
Brith's executive 
director encour- 
aged students to rip out certain pages of their 
agendas without reading them. He was even 
so bold as to ask of UPRISING: "...is this a 
blueprint for Osama bin Laden's youth pro- 
gram in North America?" 

The fact that this question could even be 
asked is scary enough. The fact that it was 
reprinted in the mainstream media is down- 
right terrifying. "Is bin Laden queer positive? 


Does he support women's rights and contra- 
ception? Because that is what UPRISING is 
all about," says CSU President Sabrina Stea. 

But it is more than the student agenda that 
is under attack. There is another uprising that 
many students are now struggling to defend - 
the uprising that has mobilized thousands of 
students to successfully fight fee increases and 
the privatization of education at Concordia, to 
fight for human rights around the world, and to 
fight for the right to express controversial ideas 
in student publications. 

The fight is being waged by the recently 
revived Coalition for Student Action. The 
Coalition's Aimee van Drimmelen explains 
that the first hurdle to be overcome is mass 
media induced hysteria, "After the events of 
September 11, people have been bombarded 
with mainstream media propaganda that has 
rallied them to ban together against an 
‘enemy’ - Arab and Muslim people and people 
critical of war and racism. This means that 
there is an equation of activism and terrorism 
in some minds. As Bush says, ‘You either are 
with us, or you're with the terrorists.” 

Concordia students are now trying to 
carve out a space for themselves in which 
they can be against Bush and against the 
terrorists (and a space where they can be 
able to question whether there is even much 
of a difference between the two!). 





The Festival del Pueblo! 


A Five-Day Celebration of Resistance, of Community, and of Freedom, May 1-9, Boston 


The purpose of this festival is multifac- 
eted. Firstly, it is a conscious attempt to build 
links between those involved in the “protest 
movement" and so-called "ordinary people;" 
a deliberate move away from summit-hop- 
ping towards more community oriented ini- 
tiatives, without compromising the militant 
flavor of large mobilizations. It is a recogni- 
tion of the need to reconcile the emerging 
anti-capitalist movement with the day to day 
struggles of our own communities and work- 
places. It is also a recognition that the myri- 
ad of different issues and struggles, ranging 
from environmental to labor, can all be attrib- 
uted to one root cause: capitalism. 

Furthermore, because we are not flock- 
ing to a gathering of the elite, but instead act- 






ing on our own initiative, it is a convergence 
of a proactive nature, rather than a reactive 
one. As such, it is an opportunity for us to set 
the tone, thus dictating the when, where, and 
why of the convergence. 

Finally, by encouraging a wide variety of 
cultural and social events, we hope to 
strengthen the culture of resistance by pro- 
viding opportunities for individuals and 
groups from across North America (and 
hopefully beyond) to interact, socialize, and 
share ideas. 

The Festival del Pueblo Includes: 
Anarchist Bookfair and Free School, 


Debates, Workshops, Trainings, Homebrew 
Festival, Radical Film Fest, Picnics, Soccer 
and Basketball Tournaments, 3 nights of rev- 
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olutionary music (punk, hip-hop, folk, jazz), 
Community Carnival (featuring "Dunk the 
Landlord" and "Pin the badge on the pig’ 
booths, and much more!) 

We are looking for radical and anti-author- 
itarian groups to get involved by endorsing 
the event, tabling, organizing workshops, 
submitting movies, or helping to organize 
any of the many street events (marches, car- 
nival, direct action, etc.) We welcome new 
ideas and initiatives. To get involved, or for 
more information, please contact the 
Festival del Pueblo General Assembly at: 


Festival del Pueblo c/o Barricada 
PO Box 73, Boston, MA, 02133, USA 
email: FestivaldelPueblo @ hotmail.com 





WASHINGTON, DC 


The Tute Nere Collective formed in 
August 2001. After some reflection on the 
past few years of actions in the anarchist 
movement, we found it was time that a more 
militant women's collective formed up. There 
are four members in the core collective, all 
women, but we work closely with countless 
groups, both men and women, here and 
abroad, and have a group of about 5-6 core 
contributers. 

Tute Nere grows from the basic principles 
of Class War, and the need to abolish the 
Capitalist system that creates hierarchical 
class structure that in turn creates and main- 
tains racism, fascism, sexism, homophobia, 
and that same concentration of wealth. We 
are dedicated to taking direct action against 
institutions of government, Capitalism, and 
oppression, in whatever forms that might 
take on, and supporting all other collectives 
and groups that practice revolutionary vio- 
lence and are continuing the Struggle for a 
Classless, stateless society. 

We currently put out a monthly maga- 
zine and distribute class war and anarcho- 
feminist literature, as well as screen some 
rather unique and popular t-shirt designs to 
raise money for various comrades and to 
keep ourselves going. We are also working 
on a fesitival and action here in 
Washington, DC, on the weekend of 
January 5-6, which will include an all day 
carnival, bookfair, and a demonstration 
against capitalism and war. 


Tute Nere Collective 
PO Box 645 
Riverdale, MD 20738 
email: tute_nere @ hotmail.com 


WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS 


The Valley Anarchist Organization, a col- 
lective in Western Massachusetts, was 
formed after a call was put out in the early 
months of 2001. VAO has approximately 15 
members and has recently opened its doors 
to new members. VAO is organized around 
a main collective body, which acts as a coor- 
dinating group and a resource for new mem- 
bers, then different project groups that focus 
on varying project. This allows maximum par- 
ticipation by other interested activists who 
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New Anarchist 
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are not "members" of VAO, while simultane- 
ously maintaining the groups explicitly 
Anarchist politics and collective structure. 
VAO's biggest project of late was to 
organize the highly acclaimed New 
England Anarchist Bookfair. The bookfair 
was a successful coming out party for VAO, 
and surely will lead to bigger and better 
projects. Currently, Valley Anarchist 
Organization is participating in an anti-war 
demo at a local airforce base, working on 
a radical soap opera, a free school (to be 
held at the Flywheel Arts Space in 
Easthampton, MA), a radical film series 
with films to be shown the last Thursday 
of every month for all of 2002, 
a study group analyzing 


the new book Empire, A a? 


and organizing an RS 
event for May sS 
Day. 

From the & 
VAO mission Be 
statement: “As ~ 
anarchists we js) 
seek to cre- =: 
atively engage ~~ 
our communities, * 
challenge all 
forms of domina- 
tion, and support indi- 
vidual and collective “<< 
efforts to promote freedom 
and equality in all areas of life.” 


Valley Anarchist Organization 
PO Box 2252 
Amherst, MA 01004 
email: anarchobook@ yahoo.com 
http://www. homemadejam/vao/index.htm| 


BOSTON 


Sofia Perovskaya Collective is a newly 
formed NEFAC collective in Boston. At pres- 
ent, we are made of 5 members (2 female, 3 
male). The collective is currently a NEFAC 
Supporter, and is applying for membership at 
the February conference. 

We will be working on educational prop- 
aganda that is community based, and that 
not only targets anarchist circles. We have 
started a biweekly study group to discuss 
anarchist theory and organizing tactics, with 
the first meeting bringing in 16 people, many 
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of whom are not anarchists (yet). Some 
members of the collective are highly 
involved in BAAM (Boston Anarchists 
Against Militarism) and the Festival Del 
Pueblo, and we are working on a project to 
get the Boston anarchist community more 
involved in working class politics. 

Sofia Perovskaya was a Russian anar- 
chist who was a member of the Chaikovsky 
Circle, and, later, The People’s Will. She was 
hung alongside four other members of this 
group for the bombing assassination of Czar 
Alexander |] in 1881. 


Sophia Perovskaya Collective 
PO Box 230055 
Boston, MA, 02123 


i p= — x : TORONTO 


The Black Touta 
is a Toronto-based 
anarchist collective, 
founded from an 
anarchist  affinity 
group for 016. We 

are based primarily 
on acheiving a higher 
social and personal evo- 
lution (and revolution). We 
would like to create a world in 
which there are no limits and peo- 
ple are free to evolve as much as possible. 
Our main goals are to set up free spaces, 
recognized as anarchist autonomous 
zones, and to fight for everyones freedom 
and happiness. In the short term, we are 
determined in our struggle to bring the world 
Closer, step by step, to utopia. We will fight 
police and government repression, and try 
to revive the spirit that has been dampened 
by all this repression. We were involved in 
the anarchist mobilization around the G8 
meetings in Ottawa, and are planning a 
series of street parties to try and motivate 
people, as well as something big in protest 
of Bill C-36. 


A a 


The Black Touta 
email: blacktouta @ yahoo.ca 
http://www.blacktouta.org 
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Why Anarchists Oppose 





Te and Nationalism 


by the Boston Anarchists Against Militarism (BAAM) 





For there never has been, and there is no 
doubt - and today's horrific events reinforce 
this confidence - that war is permanently 
incubating within the existing body of society 
and that armed conflict, be it specific or gen- 
eral...is the natural consequence and 
necessary inescapable destiny of a regime 
founded on the economic inequality of its cit- 
izens, relying upon the unbridled clash of 
interests, and placing the world of labor 
under the narrow, painful oversight of a 
minority of parasites, who hold both political 
power and economic might. War was 
inevitable, from whatever quarter, it simply 
had to come. 

Not for nothing has the last half century 
been spent on feverish preparation of the most 
formidable armaments and every passing day 
seen the death budget swell. Continual refine- 
ment of war materials, every mind and every 
will kept constantly geared towards ever better 
organization of the military machine - scarcely 
the way to work for peace. 

So it is naive and puerile, once the causes 
and occasions of strife have been multiplied 
to try to define the degree of blame attaching 
to such and such government. No distinction 
is possible between offensive and defensive 
wars. It is for whoever stands on each side 
who will produce the most unchallengeable, 
most telling documentation to prove their 
bona fides and portray themselves as the 
unblemished defender of the right and of free- 
dom, the champion of freedom. 


This statement, made by the Italian anar- 
chist Errico Malatesta in reference to World 
War I, is just as accurate and poignant today 
as it was seventy-five years ago. He saw that 
there were many links to be drawn between 
capitalism, nationalism, racism, and the 
state's perpetuation of the war machine. 
Many things remain unchanged between the 
time of Malatesta and today. 

As anarchists, we stand against terrorism 
in all its forms, and make no distinction 
between terror used by religious extremists, 
capitalist exploiters, or the State. We view 
this current militarist action against the 
Afghani people as another example of the 
terrorism perpetuated by the United States 
government. The American military has con- 






tinually been used to fight against the free- 
dom of other people around the world and 
thereby ensuring American wealth, and the 
current war effort is no exception. 













T, BEGUE 


Anarchist demonstration kainai i the war in Ireland 


We have seen examples of state terror- 
ism throughout history. 

- the American aggression in Vietnam, 
fought under the guise of “ensuring 
democracy" and fighting communism; 

- the US military and financial backing of 
the Israeli occupation of the West Bank, 
Gaza Strip, and the City of Jerusalem, and 
the subsequent crime against the Palestinian 
people; 

- the ongoing bombing and sanctions 
against the people of Iraq; 

- the American concentration camps, 
erected to detain and persecute thousands 
of Japanese-Americans after the bombing of 
Pearl Harbor; 

- the US sponsored military dictatorships 
in the Latin American countries of Argentina, 
Chile, Uruguay, Brazil, Guatemala (and oth- 
ers) who have “disappeared” or killed hun- 
dreds of thousands of people. 

The anarchist position is not, and has 
never been, one of neutrality or pacifism. We 
have always rejected capitalism and State 
Communism, fascist dictatorships and pup- 
pet regimes established by colonial empires. 
Here too we reject both the misogynistic 
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Taliban rulers and the horrific American mili- 
tary aggression. We choose to side, rather, 
with the victims of both of these states - with 
the millions of Afghan peasants left to starve 


by the Taliban, dis- 
placed by the threat 
of American aggres- 
sion, and sure to 
become collateral 
damage in American 

a attacks; and with the 
oe * billions of working 
i ‘+ class people across 
3 the world trapped in 
: poverty by the 
4 empire. 
Every action taken in 
the name of 
"America" - national 
security, the health of 
: the economy, any- 
= thing - is done for the 
© benefit of this ruling 
" elite. 

Nationalism and 
racism are enemies of the working class 
(which, incidently, is primarily composed of 
women and people of color). We have seen 
in the months since September 11th, an 
incredible increase in racist and xenophobic 
attacks. To give a few examples of this 
trend: 

The FBI detention of nearly 1,000 peo- 
ple for alleged "terrorist" acts. In Mesa, 
Arizona, Balbir Singh Sodhi, 49, an Indian 
gas station owner was shot. The assailant 
then drove to another service station where 
a Lebanese-American employee was work- 
ing; he fired shots but injured no one else. 
in Richmond Hill, Queens, an elderly Sikh- 
man was beaten with a baseball bat; two 
others were shot at with paintball guns. In 
Gary, Indiana, a man in a ski mask fired 
more than 21 shots from a high-powered 
assault rifle at Hassan Awdah, a U.S. citi- 
zen born in Yemen, who stood behind a 1- 
inch-thick shield. In Huntington, N.Y., a 75- 
year-old man tried to run over a Pakistani 
woman in a shopping mall parking lot. The 
police said he screamed that he was “doing 
this for my country." The man then followed 
the woman into a store and threatened to 





kill her for “destroying my country." A well- 
dressed young Manhattan couple yelled 
insults at a Lebanese-American who was 
desperately searching for survivors from 
the arts center he had run on the 92nd floor 
of the World Trade Center's north tower. 
"They told me, ‘You should go back to your 
country, you fucking Arabs, we should 
bomb the shit out of you," said the man, 
Moukhtar Kocache. Forty-three percent of 
Americans said they thought the attacks 
would make them “personally more sus- 
picious" of people who appear to be of 
Arab descent. (ABCNEWS/ Washington 
Post poll: 9/13) 

Please keep in mind that all of those inci- 
dents occurred within 9 days of the world 
trade center attack. As we all know, there 
has been a dramatic increase in violence 
against Arabs, Moslems, and people of 
Middle Eastern decent (and people per- 
ceived to be members of those ethnic and 





i believe # was Clausewitz who said that 


: war was Simply polities carried out by other 
means. À think thal ihe reverse is a tuer 
_ Sxpression of social reality. Pelities is simply 
the social war carried out using less bloody 
means. Jf we consider that if is always ihe 


uling class and its lackeys who cal for 


SOCIA pease, demanding that the exploited - 


and excluded retrain from violence in deai- 
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religious groups). This i increase in violence is 
directly linked to the rise in nationalism. 
Nationalism, patriotism and these racist 
attacks are all being fueled by the fear and 
powerlessness felt by Americans since the 
events of September 11th. Once again, we 
see nationalism being used as a tool to get 
the working class to identify with the method- 
ology and militarism of the State. 
Nationalism is used to subvert class struggle 
and create tension within the working class. 

We anarchists extend our full solidarity to 
those currently under racist attack as a result 
of the nationalist backlash, and will actively 
take part in any defense of these communi- 
ties if necessary, all the while respecting 
their autonomy and self-determination. We 
will promote, as always, anti-racist and inter- 
national working class solidarity as our 
strongest weapon against the global ruling 
classes and their wars. 

We oppose this war because it does not 





bet y weet | fesioned gecentance a “hey 


unbearable Conditions or défiance of the 


ing with ineir social condition, it becomes 


Obvious that social peace is simply part of 
: the o of ne sere 











ž ase ignores the reality of social relation. 


a war : Far ee. tee 


ence. that is called freedom. So whether the. 


Ships. Rather than examining real relation. 


Ships of power, of domination and exploite. 


Hon, it simpiy demands that the state contin. 


He te cary out fe functions, but without vios 


dence, without sioodshed. But what are 


those functions? Are they net the mainte. 
pance of order; the protection of property, 
| the enforcement isplective, of course} of the: 


; tule of jaw? And such activity could only be 


RE TS, 









3 a des Fer t offer them ! the ives desire, 


ae ana a conma Pate oi wits or amns 





ide anes dd ee DE 


egin this cal war. 
The ruling class has always used violence 
„Of the threat of violence to lay claim fo all of 


our lives. If the democratic regimes have 





managed to create a more sophistic 
meihod of participatory domination, ‘this 
ere not ous ne oe that behind the bab 


os dns the ee face a the social s war that 3 
ndd 7- keeps most of us passively in our places 
g y | a e a tea moral stance | 





even claiming te be gontent with this chedi 


goes about its activities peacelully or 


é through blatant violence, itis stil carrying out 


‘the pi policy of the social war that keeps US if 


Que place. es 7 
In this fight, the pac GIF 





fist protests become 





_a farce. The demand ihat the American state 


and the states of the rest of Ihe world Garry 


con their current “war against terrodsm”® 


S peacefully assumes that the state shauld 


pif there are those whe find hat. i 
der does not mest their needs, 





impie in the present social order should 


contnue--the violence that kilis milions daily 
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whether irom Sig 
Alica ang numerous other places, from poi- 
_ Soning by pollution and processed foods, 
accidents on the job, new, increasingly vifi- 
_ dent diseases, the spictual desolation of the 
eulture of the market or the pullets of the 


dy serves the state's ends by n 


Weed exist, and thus that the violence — 





offer any hope of liberation. The liberal 
analysis of ‘Operation Enduring Freedom’ 
presents the alternatives of war and peace. 
We reject this view and offer the alternatives: 
on the one hand, the spiral of imperialist 
aggression, and on the other hand, the rising 
up of the oppressed against the oppressor. 
Now is not the time to practice defeatism and 
retreat in the face of overwhelming and mis- 
guided "patriotism." 

We are not interested in merely putting an 
end to the bombings and then return to the 
status quo, either in the US or in 
Afghanistan. We want to offer an alternative, 
an egalitarian, classless, stateless society 
based on the principles of mutual aid, self 
determination, and cooperation, free from all 
forms of hierarchy and domination. 

We must make our opposition to this war 
and capitalism loud and clear. The only 
road to freedom is the path of revolutionary 
struggle. 


if ration like ir northern 





state's uniformed guard dogs. The current 
“war against terrorism’ is nothing other than 
the continuation of the dally policy of low 
tavel terror used by ihe State tO guarantee 
we stay in fine. E matters little whether the 
state uses Bloody orb Oodlsss Means. The 
result is the Same: our lives Are Hot our own 
and we die, sooner or later without evor hay- 
ing really fulty fived. 

Opposition to the current war can only 
make sense as opposition to the entire 


social order from which # has arisen. Such 












À opposition cannot Spring from a movement 


dedicated to nonviolence. Pacifism ultimate- 
making us blind: 
io thé nature of the state. Against the vio- 
fence s fem ihe violence of war, the 

ei — nesessary to 
embrace revolutionary violence » The com- 





piste upheaval of alt sactal relationships that 


Maintain the institutional yisiénos of those 


who rule us. We want neither their war, Hor 


heir peace, but their destruction, 


AGAINST PACIFISM, 
AGAINST MILITARISM, 
_ AGAINST TERRORISM, | 
_ _AGAINS T THE STATE 





; reprinted from Wu Disobedience, 
7 Autumn 2004 
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The Tragedy 


of Afghanistan 


by Chekov Feeney 


Afghanistan is a tragic country. The 
Soviet-backed coup and subsequent inva- 
sion in 1979 ushered in more than two 


decades of brutal war. During the 1980's, the 


US supplied at least 
$32 billion of military 
aid to the mujahadeen, 
the Islamic opposition 
to the Soviet regime. 
The US explicitly chan- 
neled their funding to 
the most fanatical and 
violent Islamists in an 
attempt to cause the © 
maximum damage to 
the Russians. ee 
When the Soviets 
withdrew in 1989, the ce ce eee 
Western states turned SE 
their attention away 
from this barren waste- Sae 
land. While the US had = 
been willing to pump : 
billions of dollars of 
weapons into the coun- 
try, their concern for the oppressed popula- 
tion did not extend to the same generosity in 
funding reconstruction. The UNHCR's budg- 
et for Afghanistan in 1999 - as part of the 
Common UN Appeal for Afghanistan - was 
$17 million. The decade after the Soviet 
retreat was dominated by constant war as 
the heavily armed warlords fought it out for 
the meager resources of this forgotten land. 
During the past 20 years about 2.5 million 
Afghans have died as a direct or indirect 
result of the war - army assaults, famine or 
lack of medical attention. This makes up 
over 10% of the population or one death 
every 5 minutes. Those who have survived 
have often been maimed by bombs and 
landmines. A sign at the Dogharoon border 
post reads: "every 24 hours 7 people step on 
mines in Afghanistan". UN estimates in 2000 
put the average life expectancy of Afghans 
at 41, and since then this has undoubtedly 
sharply declined. Afghan children have one 
chance in five of dying before their second 
birthday. Increasing repression has accom- 
panied the slaughter, and women in particu- 
lar have found themselves even further 






excluded from public life and locked in the 
prison of the home by the fundamentalist 
ideology of the ‘holy warriors.’ 


Refuge 


According to UN statistics the number of 
Afghan refugees living in Iran and Pakistan 
is 6.3 million or one refugee every minute 
over 20 years. These people have fled 
despite the fact that all they can look forward 
to is a life of misery in one of the squalid and 
hopeless camps across the border. So dur- 
ing this period of war some 10% of the pop- 
ulation has been killed and 30% have been 
forced into exile, a tragedy on a monumental 
scale and one that has been almost totally 
ignored by the West. 

In the last year the harsh situation has 
become dramatically worse. The worst 
drought in 30 years has seen the virtual 
extermination of the country's only produc- 
tive resort - their livestock. Famine and star- 
vation are sweeping through the land. 

The UNHCR estimates that there are at 
least one million Afghans starving to death at 
the moment. Now even the last chances of 
survival for many of these appear to have 
disappeared as the neighboring countries 
are refusing entry to refugees and deporting 
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Execution of Afghan woman by the Taliban, filmed By RAWA 


‘illegal’ immigrants. The Iranian filmmaker 
Mohsen Makhmalbaf is one of the rare out- 
siders who has taken an interest in this dis- 
aster zone: "| witnessed about 20,000 men, 

… women and children around the 
city of Herat starving to death. 
=$ They couldn't walk and were scat- 
tered on the ground awaiting the 
inevitable... In Dushanbeh (in 
: Tajikestan) | saw a scene where 
_: 100,000 Afghans were running 












scenes are never shown in the 


+ media anywhere in the world. The 


: war-stricken and hungry children 
f had run for miles and miles bare- 
| foot. Later on the same fleeing 
-, crowd was attacked by internal 
| enemies and was also refused 
Bd asylum in Tajikestan. In the thou- 

f sands, they died in a no-man's 
‘land between Afghanistan and 

Tajikestan and neither you found 

out nor anybody _ else’. 
Afghanistan is fast becoming a vast extermi- 
nation camp, with armed guards on all the 
exits so that nobody can escape. 


The Taliban 


The Taliban leaders were formed in 
Islamic religious schools while refugees in 
Pakistan, and have continued to recruit stu- 
dents to these schools based mainly upon 
the fact that they offer bread and the only 
education available to the hungry masses. If 
the ‘civilized’ world had spent a tiny fraction 
of the billions of military funding on providing 
food and rational education to these victims, 
it is very unlikely that the Taliban would ever 
have existed as a serious force. Instead they 
channeled funds through Saudi Arabia and 
aid organizations such as USAID, into these 
religious schools (although they would more 
accurately be described as political training 
camps for a movement based upon hatred 
and fanaticism). 

However, they flourished and as they pro- 
gressively took over between 1994 and 
1998, they were generally accepted by the 





populace, at least among their fellow 
Pashtuns, who saw in them the most realis- 
tic hope of security, albeit at the expense of 
freedom. The dead have little freedom any- 
way. They were formed explicitly as a reac- 
tion to the rule of warlords, a return to ‘pure,’ 
unifying religion’. 
They were well- 
organized, relatively 
free from complicity in 
most of the hated 
warfare and drug 
trading of the previ- 
ous 15 years and 
were relatively well 
educated in this country where rural illiteracy 
runs as high as 90%. 

However, while the Taliban's harsh 
regime initially appeared capable of offering 
some hope of security and stability, Afghans 
quickly learned that they could expect more 
of the same brutality. The Taliban forces 
indulged in massacres in the towns which 
‘welcomed them' (the euphemism which 
they use to describe their conquests of 
opposition towns). In 1998 the Iranian 
consular staff was among the thou- 
sands of people massacred after the 
fall of Mazar-i Sharif to the Taliban. 

They come from Afghanistan's 
largest tribes, the Pashtun who make :; 


Nor do they have a decent concept for the 
country". 

The Taliban have constantly faced 
serious opposition in Afghanistan, espe- 
cially from the marginalized non-Pashtun 
peoples. However, a people devastated 


“A war of the rich states against Afghanistan will 
inevitably lead to the deaths of millions of Afghans 
who have as little responsibility for the Taliban's 
or Bin Laden's acts as the workers of the World 
Trade Center had for the much greater crimes of 


the US government.” 


by 20 years of extreme suffering and star- 
vation have hardly the capacity to mount 
effective opposition to this band of heavi- 
ly armed and ruthless soldiers. For there 
to be any hope of replacing them, there 
would have to be a massive flow of 
resources to the impoverished Afghans. If 
they were supplied with food, education, 
health and civil infrastructure, they would 
not tolerate long the burden of Taliban 








up about 35% of the population. They fs, ee 


have been accused of brutally imposing : 
their harsh religious laws on other 
tribes, but it is women who have suf- 
fered most at the hands of their horrific 
religious regime. 

While they may have largely failed | 
in their promise to provide security and | 


peace, their failure to provide food and @ 
work for the population is at least as 
important. The Taliban have, like all m 
governments, concentrated primarily #3 = 


on supplying their own forces. So now # 
during this time of mass famine they } 
are the only people with food and $ 
resources. The fundamentalists' bla- 

tant attacks on women and individual 

liberties might have been tolerated by the 
people of this traditionally patriarchal and 
strictly religious society, if they were able to 
provide bread and safety. However, there 
were no solutions to these problems in the 
Taliban's religious code, and their abject 
failure to even address the economic prob- 
lems of the people cost them any real sup- 
port amongst Afghans. As the 
Revolutionary Association of Women of 
Afghanistan (RAWA) state: "The people of 
Afghanistan have nothing to do with 
Osama and his accomplices [they] have no 
plans for socioeconomic reconstruction. 
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misrule. However, this course of action, 
which would actually damage the men of 
violence, is not even remotely considered 
by the US warlords. Instead they propose 
a storm of death and destruction against 
the very people who are, in the words of 
Afghan-American Tamir Ansay, “the first 
victims of the Taliban". 

A war of the rich states against 
Afghanistan will inevitably lead to the deaths 
of millions of Afghans who have as little 
responsibility for the Taliban's or Bin Laden's 
acts as the workers of the World Trade 
Center had for the much greater crimes of 


The Northeastern Anarchist 


ANTI-WAR FEATURE © 


the US government. The first demands of the 
US included an order for Pakistan to stop 
food aid from crossing into Afghanistan - 
essentially a call for mass murder on a scale 
that dwarfs the bombings in the US. War 
against Afghanistan will especially hit those 
who are already the 
gravest victims of the 
‘fundamentalists.' The 
only people with the 
facilities to evade the 
West's weapons of 
mass destruction, 
especially starvation, 
are the Taliban sol- 
diers and it is them and the fundamentalists 
like Bin Laden who are most likely to gain in 
strength with every bomb that falls on this 
shattered country. 

The idea of the richest states in the 
world going to war against the most desti- 
tute and helpless is monstrous. If you feel 
that innocent people shouldn't be slaugh- 
tered then you must oppose this barbaric 
war, or become complicit in another of the 











ftermath of the second U.S. air strike on a Red Cross facility; October 26, 2001 


great crimes against humanity perpetrated 
in the name of Western '‘civilization' in the 
few tragic centuries of capitalist global 
expansion. 


reprinted from the pamphlet 

Against War and Terrorism 
http://www. struggle. ws/issues/war/pamO 
CT01.html 
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òUpporting the Revolutionary Women of Afghanistan 


This article will try and sketch out why 
anarchists should critically support the 
Revolutionary Association of the Women of 
Afghanistan (RAWA) as part of an active 
anti-war work (as well as part of a larger anti- 
patriarchal struggle!). RAWA has been on 
the frontline in radical agitation for women's 
rights in Afghanistan for over 26 years. They 
have fought against Soviet occupation in 
1979, against the rise of the US-supported 
fundamentalist reaction which followed, and 
since 1996, against the similarly misogynist 
and fundamentalist Taliban. Self-described 


as “a political/social organization of Afghan 
women struggling for peace, freedom, 
democracy and women's rights in fundamen- 
talism-blighted Afghanistan," they are the 
only grass roots, feminist, secular, and social 
democratic women's organization on the 
ground in that country. 


Anarchist solidarity with RAWA in Boston 


Now with the current US war effort, the 
worlds' eyes are upon Afghanistan and all its 
facets, including RAWA. RAWA are freedom 
fighters who risk their lives educating and 
providing aid for women and girls in 
Afghanistan and in surrounding refugee 
camps. They are raising revolutionaries 
while running clandestine schools for girls 
who are otherwise denied education, running 
secret income-generating workplaces which 
are the only means for widowed women's 
Survival under a regime that bans a working 
female population, or distributing medical 
care, quilts and food to refugee families in 
Pakistan. At the rise of the Taliban RAWA 
had to expand their work into neighboring 
Pakistan, where millions of Afghan refugees 
are living in deplorable conditions. There, 
RAWA sends medical teams to women who 








have sometimes never been able to see a 
doctor. They established the refugee Malalai 
hospital in Pakistan for 11 years but were 
forced to close it recently for lack of funds. 

While carrying on this work under such cir- 
cumstances they have at various times taken 
up arms. In recent encounters with Taliban 
supporters in Pakistan, they have had to fight 
them off with sticks. They have armed 
guards outside their clandestine schools for 
girls in some regions. They have just issued 
a Call for an uprising either with or without the 
tacit support of the UN. | 

With the seemingly imminent fall of the 

Taliban as US bombs crash down and 
Northern Alliance forces push ever forward, 
we cannot mirror the enthusiasm of main- 
stream media that now women's problems are 
solved. In a recent speech Laura Bush has 
equated the US "military gains" with women's 

sxsw liberation in Afghanistan, in which 
* "women are no longer imprisoned 
$ in their homes. They can listen to 
€ music and teach their daughters 
without fear of punishment." 
The fact is that the US has let 
| loose the scourge of the Northern 
` Alliance onto the Afghan masses 
who endured their fundamentalist 
and chaotic rule from 1992 until 
1996, before being dethroned by 
"=*= the Taliban. The Jehadi and 
% 8° Mujahideen factions that ruled 
mex (and are now part of the Northern 
= Alliance) have a well documented 

list of human rights violations. 

The forces of General Dostum, 
who is now cheered as the protagonist 
behind various anti-Taliban victories, are 
accused of regularly abducting and raping 
women during that period. RAWA states that 
many women and their families are fleeing 
the advance of the N.A. forces, well aware of 
the terror the population endured pre-Taliban, 
and indicating that it was in many ways worse 
than the reign of the Taliban. The only thing 
that changed for women was that the Taliban 
institutionalized their misogynist decrees. 

Rape in a broad sense is part of the class 
war waged against the potentially powerful. It 
is a tactic of domination which intends to 
Strip the humanity, and consequently the 
ability to act as a free person, from its vic- 
tims. Women as a class, like the poor and 
oppressed classes as a whole, hold the 
potential for revolutionary change in their 
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organized struggle to topple domination - a 
threat to those who hold that power. When 
asked why the Taliban instituted such dra- 
conian laws against women, one RAWA 
member said it was because they “could 
smell the feminist change in the air globally," 
and so had to act against it. While it is a 


=. 


growing trend for rape to be carried out as a 
Strategic military weapon in modern warfare, 


in which terrorizing and humiliating a popula- 
tion becomes the means to the ends of "eth- 
nic cleansing," it has always been effective in 
regulating the social behavior of women. It is 
here where we can see one of the links to 
women's oppression around the world with 
women's oppression under the Taliban and 
other fundamentalists. 

Supporting RAWA is a beginning, and as 
anarchists we enthusiastically support their 
work as tangible weapons against patriarchy 
and the deadening oppression all Afghanis 
face under the latest of fundamentalists. If 
we see their politics as "radical liberalism" 
then we can be in solidarity with the only 
group that displays potential for anti-authori- 
tarian libertarian politics in Afghanistan. They 
already exhibit practices of mutual aid, 
decentralization, and uncompromising prac- 
tice of anti-patriarchal struggle. We must 
make the connections between the concen- 
trated patriarchy inherent in the fundamen- 
talist regimes (of all major religions and cul- 
tures) and that of the subtly patriarchal 
Western capitalist democracies. 

In addition, the goal of anarchists support- 
ing RAWA would be to publicly advance their 
opposition to patriarchy and US military 
aggression, and fundamentalism in all its 
forms, among the different social struggles in 
our areas. We can also try to remedy the 
polarization of the anti-war movement into 
either pacifism or authoritarian left "anti-impe- 
rialism". We are anti-militaristic and anti- 
authoritarian; we want feminism and self- 
determination, social peace and political and 
economic freedom. 

However, since RAWA is an explicitly polit- 
ical group, having declared so once they 
fought as armed anti-imperialists against the 
Soviet occupation in the 80s, they have a polit- 
ical program that as anarchists we take great 
exception to. 


THE STATE 


Much of RAWA's literature calls for a sec- 





`- 





ular democratic State with the full participation 
of all Afghanis and women especially (and 
happily excluding all fundamentalists vehe- 
mently). They are not anarchists. They want a 
State which would ideally extend human 
rights to all its citizens and guarantees equal 
participation and representation - a situation 
much desirable to their current one. 

How do we envision our ideal society 
being organized in a place that could only 
reach the level of chaos it has through its sys- 
tematic destruction by competing super-pow- 
ers and misogynistic warlords? People will 
use the example of the current state of 
Afghanistan as the reason why anarchism 
would not work... we must be prepared to say 
why this is absolutely false. Instead we can 
clearly show that it has been the struggle for 
nation state power that has reduced 
Afghanistan to its present state. We should 
put forth a critique of the State as fundamen- 
tally based on domination, hierarchy, and 
power, and so therefore opposed to funda- 
mental freedoms, and provide an alternative 
vision federated councils where whole com- 
munities participate in public life. 


ECONOMICS 


RAWA seemingly has no economic analy- 
sis. If RAWA's "secular democracy" means 
another capitalist economy dependent on 
the whims of IMF and World Bank agendas, 
or if they have in mind a socialist democracy, 
it is so far unclear. Much of their political 
agenda is shrouded in the diplomacy that 
post-September 11th has pressured them to 
take. It is clear to us that Afghanistan will 
never be free from any form of imperialism if 
it adopts a capitalist economy. 

Regarding class, and cross-class 
alliances that we would be opposed to, it's 
still a question what a discussion on class 
means in their context (where 80% are 
unemployed, and those that are employed 
are very marginally so). What does class 
mean where the majority of the population is 
forced into the domestic reproduction of 
labor tasks only, prohibited access to what- 
ever medical care is available and forced into 
begging and prostitution (which is also ille- 
gal) as their sole method of survival? What 
does class mean when people sell their fuck- 
ing children? If there is a class war going on 
in Afghanistan, it's the women who are fight- 
ing back as the oppressed. 


THE ROLE OF THE UNITED NATIONS 


As a solution to the ongoing chaos in 
Afghanistan, RAWA proposes a UN peace- 
keeping force which would have the aim of dis- 
arming the warring parties. They also have 






called on the UN to revoke the economic sanc- 
tions on their country, which had been merely 
punishing the poor and awarding more moral 
power to the Taliban, whose international and 
criminal connections left them unscathed by 
the sanctions. Instead, they say, the UN 
should place diplomatic sanctions on the 
countries who have been funding the various 
fundamentalist factions, including France, 
Saudi Arabia, Iran, and the United States! 

On the other hand, we as anarchists need 
to strengthen both our critique of the UN and 
our proposed solutions to the kind of chaos 
the majority of the worlds' population lives 
under. The left has been caught with its 
pants down, offering no solutions other than 
reliance on hierarchical global governmental 
bodies to fix the nastiest of our problems in 
the world. We are seemingly caught in a 
“double blackmail": if we oppose US bomb- 
ing of Afghanistan, we are for the legitimacy 
of the Taliban; if we oppose the Taliban, we 
are for US bombs and/or UN "peace keep- 
ing" intervention, which paves the way for 
global capital to rebuild the country. 


THE EX-KING 


Of other unlikely scenarios RAWA pro- 
poses is one in which the 89-year old ex- 
King Zahir Shah should return to preside 
over a "transitional" period which would 
usher in secular representative democracy. 

Like other leftwing groups in Afghanistan, 
RAWA believes that the king is the only sym- 
bol of stability that their country has ever 
known, and though his reign was not ideal, 
most of the population believes it was cer- 
tainly better than present times. This nostal- 
gic notion is further complicated by the fact 
that the Zahir Shah has met with a recently 
assembled Loya Jirga which was over- 
whelmingly fundamentalist in tone and had 
absolutely no pretenses to include feminist 
or women's voices in general. 

RAWA is not monarchist, but they err in 
using the symbology of the king to unify a 
secular and anti-fundamentalist political front 
in that it is nationalistic and hierarchical at its 
root. The ability of the population to grasp 
real "democracy," in the sense of self-rule, 
through active participation becomes even 
further from reach. As anarchists we see the 
latter as the goal in social organization; giv- 
ing up self-determination, and therefore free- 
dom, through the political system of repre- 
sentation furthers us from the solution to the 
problem, for domination and hierarchy will 
always be at the root in an anarchist critique. 

That under the king things were better is 
true in a relative sense, yet this should not 
forego the fact that there are liberating ways 
to move forward. The well being of the 
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women of Afghanistan depends on it. 
PRACTICAL ACTION 


Critical support is not intended to mirror 
the inactivity of sectarian academics. As 
organized anarchists, we can publicly 
advance RAWA's opposition to patriarchy 
and military aggressions by the US, not to 
mention the US suppor of the Northern 
Alliance, within the growing anti-war move- 
ment in North America. We have a void to fill 
when absolute pacifism on one side and 
authoritarian left "“anti-imperialism" on the 
other leaves no room for anti-militarism and 
anti-authoritarian organizing. It also gives us 
a forum for illustrating how anarchism is a 
desirable political philosophy and one that is 
different from "radical liberalism." 

With this understanding of critical support, 
the federation of collectives and individuals 
that is NEFAC are currently organizing 
RAWA benefit events, will be distributing 
RAWA literature, and will undertake educa- 
tional events. What other kind of solidarity 
could anarchists provide? Demonstrations to 
stop the US bombing, end UN sanctions, 
demanding women's rights/ human rights in 
Afghanistan. Working with local women's’ 
groups in the US to connect the global 
issues of women's rights, capitalist globaliza- 
tion, and nation-states and their wars. 

We can do this without compromising our 
principles. Further, this kind of activism gives 
us a chance to not only put a portion of them 
in action but to describe how they are differ- 
ent. Not doing so, we risk being irrelevant. 

RAWA is not an anarchist organization. 
However they have by necessity had to adopt 
a great number of anti-authoritarian tactics and 
ideas, such as mutual aid, decentralization 
and autonomy. Further they are opposed to all 
of the most likely governments in Afghanistan: 
a State-Capitalist government (ala Soviet 
Union; for instance with foreign backing from 
the Uzbekistan Communist Party), a Taliban 
government, a Jehadi government, or a gov- 
ernment backed by Iran or Pakistan. 

They are prepared to renounce the UN 
and the King; all the while they have pleaded 
with both to do something different and con- 
demned them often for their actions. They 
have backed themselves into a political situ- 
ation where they are unlikely to ever be 
accepted into the government. That is why 
they don't have any friends among other 
political organizations in Afghanistan. 
Further, they have called for an uprising... a 
social revolution... with or without (and | think 
they realize at this point that it means with- 
out) support of any of anyone else but the 
people. If there is hope for anarchism in 


Afghanistan... it is there. 
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Why Do They Ha 


A small group of militants hated the U.S.A. 
so much that they spent years planning their 
attacks on New York City and Washington 
D.C. They did not care that they would mur- 
der thousands of people, mostly working 
people. They were so perversely dedicated 
that they were willing to die themselves in 
the attacks. i 

Around the world a great many people 
were pleased by the assault, to the point of 
celebrating. Many, many more did not sup- 
port the explosion of the Twin Towers, and 
even condemned it, but still expressed 
understanding for the motives of the terror- 
ists. There were few or no political or reli- 
gious leaders in mostly-Muslim countries or 
elsewhere who endorsed the attacks. Even 
the assailants kept quiet; no one took "cred- 
it" (if that is the right word). Osama bin Laden 
denies responsibility and the Taliban regime 
claims that he is innocent. Yet many people 
also showed some satisfaction at the attack, 
a sort of pleasure in seeing the school yard 
bully get his nose bloodied. 

Why do "they" hate "us"? ask many bewil- 
dered US workers. The US population is 
generally ignorant, mis-educated, and delib- 
erately lied-to, about international affairs 
even more than domestic politics. They see 
the US as a peaceful and friendly country, 
which helps other nations out of good-will, 
and otherwise wants to be left alone. 
Suddenly, as they see it, out of the blue, the 
US was attacked. US working people identify 
with the national state; since they are kindly 
and decent people, they assume that their 
national government is also kindly and 
decent. Like the terrorist attackers, US work- 
ers mentally make a nationalist bloc between 
the US state (and ruling class) and the US 
working population. They think of themselves 
as "America" and say, “we” and "us" when 
speaking about the national state of which 
they really know little and have less control. 

The "explanation" offered by the US gov- 
ernment and media is that "they" hate our 
"freedom," our "democracy," and "our way of 
life." This supposed explanation is given 
most strongly by US figures on the right, who 
agree with the worst Islamists in opposing 
separation of church and state, equality for 
women, and rights for Gays and Lesbians. 
However, the charge that "they," in their 
poverty, resent US wealth, is closer to the 
truth. (Of course, to understand why so 





many hate the US is not to justify the few 
who committed mass murder at the World 
Trade Center and Pentagon.) 

That the USA. is the most powertul state 
on earth today is well known, but few think 
through what this implies. For one thing, it 
means murderous military intervention in the 
affairs of other countries. The criminal 
Vietnam War killed millions of Vietnamese 
and fifty thousand US soldiers. The 
Vietnamese people have never really recov- 
ered. Then, in the last twenty years, the US 
has bombed or invaded Haiti, Panama, 
Grenada, Yugoslavia, Sudan, Somalia, 
Libya, Iraq, Iran, and, of course, Afghanistan. 
These military interventions were mostly 
done against the will of the existing govem- 
ments, and often in an effort to overthrow the 
existing governments. There have also been 
military interventions by proxy, in which the 
US gave large scale support to “rebel” 
groups against established governments. 
The most well-known (and "successful") were 
the U.S-supported contra war against the 
Sandinistias in Nicaragua and, again, the US 
support of extreme Islamists in Afghanistan 
.... including Osama bin Laden and the pred- 
ecessors of the Taliban. Now the US state 
complains when the monster it created in 
Afghanistan turns on it. 

The US state's military missions, military 
alliances, and "peacetime" military bases 
cover the globe. Its European military 
alliance, NATO, has actually expanded 
despite the collapse of the Soviet Union. 
Three decades after the end of the Korean 
War, a large number of US troops remain in 
south Korea. US troops remain in Panama, 
even after the canal was "given back” to 
Panama. They were useful in seizing 
Noreiga, the Panamanian president, for trial 
in the US. Bizarrely, a US base remains in 
Guantanamo, Cuba, all through the reign of 
Castro. The US was a major supporter of the 
Pakistani military through the Cold War, 
including the Afghanistan struggle. The US 
continued to be friendly to Pakistan, even as 
that state built up the Taliban. Each of these 
instances could be argued about, but alto- 
gether, they make a pattern of a superpower 
which throws its military weight around. 

The US government remains the most 
heavily armed nuclear power, with nuclear 
missiles capable of exterminating human life 
on earth many times over. Following the col- 
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lapse of the Soviet Union, many liberals 
called for seizing the opportunity to create 
world-wide nuclear disarmament. Instead, 
the US plans to break all existing arms con- 
trol agreements by setting up an unworkable | 
"missile defense shield," which will only cre- 
ate a new arms race. 

Behind this mountain of military might is | 
an economic drive, a need to dominate the 
world economy and draw wealth from all the 
world. That the US is so much richer than the 
"Third World" countries is widely admitted. 
Not admitted is that the US is rich because 
these other nations are poor. Their ruling 
classes may share in the riches of the 
US/European/Japanese ruling classes, but 
the poverty of their masses is the wealth of 
that world ruling class. The US is the main 
beneficiary of modern imperialism. Unlike the 
old colonialism, there are few countries which 
the US state owns outright, except for Puerto 
Rico and several islands and peoples in the 
Pacific, peoples who have as much right to 
self-determination as any large nation. 

Otherwise, US capitalism's domination of 
the world is neo-colonial: the oppressed 
nations have "independent" national states, 
with their own governments, flags, and 
postage stamps, but their economies are still 
completely dependent on the world market. 
They cannot develop their industries, plan 
their economies, or decide on a balance of 
production and consumption, by themselves. 
Which national economy dominates the 
world market? Only one, that of the US cap- 
italists. The US economy serves as a giant 
magnet, pulling all other economies toward it 
(and its junior partners and sometime com- 
petitors, the Western European and 
Japanese national capitalism's). Loans to 
build up national economies? Go to US 
banks or to world financial institutions (World 
Bank or International Monetary Fund) domi- 
nated by the US. Want to build modern 
industry? Get investments from US capital- 
ists. Need modern chemicals or machinery 
or medicines? The international patents are 
owned by US companies. As a result, the 
poor, exploited, nations are deeply in debt to 
the richer, imperialist nations, especially the 
US. The nations of Africa have had to fight 
hard to get the slightest break from US firms 
to produce cheaper medicines for AIDS. 

The Soviet Union controlled its empire in 
Eastern Europe by military force, as the 
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British used to control their world-wide 
empire. But US capitalist imperialism only 
uses force as a last resort. First, it holds the 
world together through its economic might. 
In the poverty-riddled lands of the Arab East 
and in other oppressed nations, there is 
enormous resentment of the domination of 
US wealth over their economies. Often this 
comes out as hostility to US cultural prod- 
ucts, such as movies or music or foods. 
Whatever the faults or virtues of US movies 
or fastfood, what is really being expressed is 
a fury at imperialism, not necessarily a dis- 
like of international culture. 

In over 50 years since the end of World 
War Il, world capitalism has simply been 
unable to industrialize the poor nations of the 
South. Most of Africa remains destitute. A 
few world regions have developed some 
industry, especially in Southeastern Asia. 
But even these, the most successful, remain 
developed in a most uneven and unstable 
fashion, as becomes clear in any economic 
crisis. The people of Eastern Europe and 
Russia thought that overthrowing Soviet 
state-capitalism 
would make them 
like Western Europe. 
Instead, they are like 
Latin America. The 
industrialized 
nations of before 
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(barely), and Japan. 
Today, these are still 
the industrialized 
nations - with Russia 
still barely among 
them. World capital- 
ism has maintained 
the international Sede St fe 
imbalance of eco- a É 
nomic development. = < 

In the Arab and PPSS OL 2 
Muslim regions, this EANNA 
inequality is easy to 
see. There are many nations filled with des- 
perately poor people. The vast wealth of 
petroleum oil has helped a layer of people in 
a few nations - but even these nations have 
been unable to develop even relatively inde- 
pendent economies. The US industrial econ- 
omy is built on cheap, widely-available oil. 
Transportation depends on gasoline. Food 
depends on oil-based fertilizer and pesti- 
cides. Clothing, housing, and other things 
widely use oil-based plastics. Considering 
that this is a nonrenewable resource, as well 
as terribly polluting and a cause of the 
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greenhouse effect, this oil-using habit will 
someday have to be cut way back. But 
meanwhile, Westerners' high standard of liv- 
ing requires this cheap, available oil, while 
the people of the Arab East, the source of 
most of the oil, remain marginalized, unin- 
dustrialized, and poor. 

Inside these poor countries, the political 
results are what would be expected, namely a 
lack of democracy and freedom. The US state 
prides itself on its democracy, but this has 
only been possible because of its great 
wealth, built in part on the poverty of other 
peoples. Due to its wealth, US corporate rich 
have been able to give up some crumbs to 
the working classes, when the working class 
forces them to. To prevent revolutionary strug- 
gles, the US ruling class has been willing, 
under pressure, to provide some of its bounty 
to buy off layers of the middle class and work- 
ing class. This creates popular contentment 
and a willingness to channel grievances 
through the political process. But the rulers of 
the poor nations of the South do not the 
wealth to buy off their working populations. To 
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keep them down, they must be repressed. At 
best they go through cycles of government, 
from corrupt, authoritarian, "democracies," to 
overt dictatorships (kings, generals, ayatol- 
lahs, mullahs, leaders of socialist parties, or 
little brothers of the poor) and then back 
again. They may go from a fake "democracy" 
to a revolutionary or Islamic dictatorship, and 
go back again, never really winning self-man- 
agement for working people. 

The exploited people of the Arab East 
know full well that the US state props up the 
kings of Saudi Arabia and Jordan as it once 
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helped the Shah of Iran, and now works with 
the dictator of Syria. All over the world, the 
US state has supported dictators. When US 
leaders declare that the "terrorists" oppose 
us because of our values of "democracy" 
and "freedom," it is a sick joke. 

US rulers pick and chose which dictator- 
ships to be horrified at and which to make 
allies. They pick and chose which atrocities 
to condemn and which to ignore. For exam- 
ple, they publicized the horror of 
Yugoslavian “ethnic cleaning" of the 
Albanian Kosovars in order to justify their 
bombing campaign against the Milosevic 
regime. Meanwhile, they have ignored the 
decades of almost genocidal war waged by 
the US ally Turkey against it's Kurdish citi- 
zens. Turkish Kurds have been denied the 
right to speak their language, to associate in 
political parties, or to determine their nation- 
al fate. This has been backed up by military 
campaigns of great brutality, including the 
torture of Kurdish leaders and the extermi- 
nation of whole villages. The US public is not 
aroused about this because the US govern- 
ment and media have 
not emphasized it. The 
Turkish military has 
been a useful ally 
against Iraq, Yugoslavia, 
and now Afghanistan. 

Similarly, the Bush 
administration has wel- 
comed the support of 

f= the present Russian 
A government against the 
Afghan rulers. 
Meanwhile the Russian 
State has been running a 
years-long assault on 
the people of Chechnya, 
which is still within the 
Russian borders. To 
deny the Chechens’ 
d independence, the 
F4 Russians have been 
waging a most vicious 
war against them, 
destroying much of their nation. But 
Chechnya, a nation with many Muslims, is 
near Afghanistan and the Afghan people 
know all about it. 

But what most angers people in the most- 
ly-Muslim nations has been two things: US 
support for Israel and the continued US war 
against lraq. Israel is the result of the Zionist 
movement, an effort to plant European peo- 
ple in the "Third World" land of Palestine. 
Zionism's aim was to create a Jewish State, a 
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state of "the Jewish people" everywhere in the 
world, as opposed to the people of whatever 
religion who actually lived there. It intended to 
occupy all the land supposedly held by the 
ancient Hebrews 2000 years ago. Its justifica- 
tion was the Jewish bible - and a promise by 
the British empire (the "Balfour Declaration’). 
The main people who were actually living 
there were not to be consulted of course and 
could not be, because these goals required 
dispossessing those Palestinian Arabs. A 
Jewish population, fleeing from the after- 
effects of Hitler's genocide, was channeled 
into Palestine to replace the original popula- 
tion (who had had nothing to do with European 
atrocities). Through a series of wars, mas- 
sacres, and supposedly legal actions, the 
Palestinian peasants and workers were most- 
ly dispossessed. Their lands, their farms, their 
orchards, their villages, and their cities were 
taken away. They are not allowed to return nor 
granted compensation. A small number still 
live in Israel as second class citizens, Muslims 
and Christians in a (by definition) "Jewish 
state." Half of the others live in the West Bank 
(of the Jordan 
River) or on the 
Gaza Strip, under 
Israeli occupation. 
The other half is 
scattered among 
the Arab nations 
and elsewhere. 
For some time 
now, most Palestinians and their organiza- 
tions have accepted the reality of Israel. 
They know it will not go away and cannot be 
militarily defeated. Therefore they have only 
asked for self-determination on what is left of 
Palestine, on the West Bank and Jordan. 
The Israeli state has controlled these areas 
for 35 years now, the longest military occu- 
pation of another land in recent history. 
While pretending to negotiate (the Oslo 
“peace process"), actually the Zionists have 
expanded the number of their settlements in 
the these Occupied Territories, as well as the 
size of the settlements. This has been spear- 
headed by reactionary Jewish fanatics, the 
mirror image of the Islamic fanatics. But it 
has had the support of the various Israeli 
governments, both liberal and conservative. 
The state has linked the settlements by a 
network of roads and military garrisons. The 
Palestinian areas have been carved into 
unviable islands. Meanwhile, the Israeli state 
has insisted on the right to own virtually all of 
Jeruselum, while the Palestinians have only 
asked for half. Not surprisingly, the so-called 
peace process died of its own hypocrisy. 
Throughout this awful history, the US 





state has been the major ally of Israel. The 
Palestinians fight with stones or small arms. 
Israel fights with US-made helicopters and 
weapons, as well as its own (it is an open 
secret that Israel has nuclear bombs). All US 
politicians assert their undying support for 
Israel. Billions of dollars have been given to 
Israel by the US state. This is partly due to 
the domestic strength of the pro-Israel lobby, 
but Israel is useful to US imperialism in con- 
trolling the Arab states. In war after war, 
Israel has beaten the Arab armies. In fury 
and frustration, many Arab workers and 
peasants have turned from the secular 
movements which are willing to recognize 
Israel. Some look toward fanatical religious 
parties who are willing, in their military weak- 
ness, to use terrorist attacks on Israeli work- 
ers. As long as the Israeli government, with 
US support, does not adapt to living with 
Palestinians (by withdrawing both troops and 
settlements from the Occupied Territories, 
for example), it will continue to enrage Arabs 
and Muslims against both itself and the US. 

The other issue which has particularly 
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angered many Arabs and others has 
revolved around the US war with Iraq. Like 
many other dictators, Iraq's Saddam Hussein 
was supported by the US state when it 
seemed convenient. For eight years, the Iraqi 
regime was in a pointless but bloody war with 
its neighbor Iran. The US rulers were pleased 
that Iraq was weakening the Iranian regime. 
The US provided intelligence to the state of 
lraq, permitted Hussein to buy hard-to-get 
weaponry, and helped him in other ways. 

But, as bin Laden was later to do, Hussein 
turned on the US He decided to invade 
Kuwait, a small but oil-rich country. It had 
one of those monarchical-feudal regimes, 
which oppressed the large number of 
Palestinians and non-Arabs who worked 
there. Due to the oil, and to the challenge to 
its authority, the US state made an issue 
about this particular atrocity. 

Suddenly Saddam Hussein was deciared a 
very bad man and a vast military force was 
assembled to defeat Iraq. And it was defeated, 
partly because the Iraqi soldiers (workers and 
peasants) would not fight for their government. 

In response to this defeat, Iraqis rose up 
to overthrow the government, especially 
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Shiite Muslims in the South and Kurds in the 
north of Iraq. But the US state did not want a 
revolution. It might destabilize the region, 
upsetting all those friendly dictatorships. 
Freedom for Iraqi Kurds might stir up the 
Kurds under the control of the Turkish allies. 
The US rulers hoped to replace Hussein with 
another military ruler, different from him only 
in being more cooperative with the US. So 
the US army stopped short of destroying the 
Iraqi military. It left Hussein enough to 
reestablish his role. Instead the US military - 
continued to watch over and "protect" the 
Kurds and southern Muslims by flying US 
planes over a large part of Iraqi airspace. — 
Many people do not realize it, but ten years 
after the Iraqi war, the US is still flying planes 
over Iraq and still bombing it. 

The other method the US used, to pres- 
sure Hussein, was an embargo. The Iraqi 
rulers can only sell a controlled amount of its 
oil, and buy only a limited amount of food 
and medicine and other goods. This is sup- 
posed to either make Hussein behave or to 
inspire the military to replace him. As an 
effective dictator, Hussein has kept his offi- 
cers under control. Meanwhile, he really 
does not care that his people starve or lack 
medicine, so this does not pressure him. At 
least a half million children have died from 
this embargo policy. That is many more peo- 
ple than died in the recent attacks on the US 
The US rulers are continuing to wage a war 
on the Iraqi peasants and workers. This is 
widely known in Europe and in the mostly- 
Muslim nations, but the US working class 
has been kept in the dark. 

So, there are good reasons for many peo- 
ple to hate the US, in the Muslim nations and 
elsewhere. Even those who are favorable to 
the US are usually ambivalent, liking some- 
thing and hating others. Perhaps some of the 
hatred is irrational, due to way US imperial- 
ism has broken up traditional societies but 
replaced them only with poverty, chaos, and 
dictatorship. The program of many 
oppressed people has sometimes gone into 
the dead ends of terrorism and religious dic- 
tatorship. But they have legitimate griev- 
ances. Their working people have suffered 
far more than working class people in the US 
have any idea. "Americans" should not be 
surprised if the evil their ruling class has 
done abroad should be returned to them. 


reprinted from the pamphlet 

Against War and Terrorism ~ 
http://www. struggle. ws/issues/war/pamO 
CTO1.htmi 
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No Palestinan Ever 





Chris Gatewood is the outspoken leader 
of the Durham, North Carolina branch of the 
National Association Advancement of 
Colored Peoples (NAACP). He recently 
made "controversial", though truthful and 
courageous remarks denouncing the United 
States government for planning military 
retaliation for the Pentagon and World Trade 
Center attacks, and the use of Black males 
as cannon fodder and mercenaries in any 
front line attack. 

At a September 15th monthly local NAACP 
meeting, he said that African Americans 
should not have to fight in any military action, 
and that a violent U.S. counterattack would 
be wrong. "Black males can no longer be 
used as sacrificial lambs at the time of war," 
he said in his three-page statement. 

“Those black males who make it back 
home alive from war are likely to come home 
and be discriminated against by the [very] 
people whose businesses were headquar- 
tered in the World Trade Center, racially 
abused/profiled by an American police offi- 
cer, killed on the streets in their crime-infest- 
ed neighborhoods", or harmed by Bush 
administration policies, he said. 

He also said that the U.S. government 
has oppressed Africans, Middle Easterners, 
and other people of color worldwide. 
Because Bush was selected president by a 
“right-wing Supreme Court", he said, the 
attacks were “not” "an attack on freedom". 

Media reports of the remarks sparked 
threatening phone calls to the NAACP 
offices, according to an NAACP officer, Anita 
Keith-Foust. It also caused NAACP national 
President, Kweisi Mfume, to denounce the 
remarks and to apparently silence him from 
making other such comments in the future, 
similar to the fashion former Nation of Islam 
Spokesperson Malcolm X was silenced by 
NOI leader Elijah Muhammad in 1963, when 
he spoke out about the assassination of 
President John Kennedy, calling it a case of 
- "chickens coming home to roost"... 

What should we make of all this? These 
comments by Gatewood certainly echoed my 
own, and | am sure those of many other 
Black people. We are supposed to, as 
Malcolm X put it over 35 years ago... bark 
when the white man says bark, and bite 






Called Me A Nigger 


by Lorenzo Komboa Ervin 

when the 

white man says bite!" He was referring to our 
being used as troops all over the world. Now 
we are supposed to fight and die for a racist 
corrupt government, when it is the USA 
which has clearly brought on this attack. We 
are supposed to fight for a country where we 
still have limted social, economic and political 
rights, and where we are still subject to death 
by any racist cop or citizen, where there is 
widespread poverty, mass imprisonment of 
the youth, and massive unemployment con- 
centrated in the Black community. The obvi- 
ous question is what the hell are we fighting 
for? To avenge America? To mourn America? 
Why, we don't owe this country anything, and 
what we do owe them, they don't want! They 
have killed and enslaved generations of our 
people, down to the present day. They have 
yet to pay reparations for those crimes they 
have committed against our people; they 
refuse to even discuss the matter at the 
recent World Conference Against Racism in 
Durban, South Africa. 

Our fight is in, and with, America for full 
human rights and liberation, not in Kabul, 
Khandahar, Islamabad, or hundreds of places 
we know nothing about and have no beef with 
their people. It is this country which is "our" 
enemy, and which is depriving us of our human 
rights. This hypocritical country, which is bleed- 
ing us dry and subjecting us to continued 
oppression and servitude in numerous forms. 
We ain't got this situation straight yet, and now 
we are supposed to go galavanting across the 
globe to fight for this white racist government. 
Colin Powell may be a dog for Bush, but it don't 
mean the rest of us have to be! 

Chris Gatewood just said something that 
all of us should be saying. We need an "inde- 
pendent political stance" away from military 
intervention, and to say "no you cannot just 
use Black kids for the next Vietnam." 
However, shamefully, most of the Left, 
Liberal, and Black organizations (even so- 
called "radical", or "nationalist" groups) did 
not follow the lead of this courageous man, 
instead they mourned with America. 

Well, our time of mourning has to be tem- 
pered with the cold understanding that we 
have to look out for "our interest", not the 
Pentagon's or Wall Street's. We regret the 
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thousands of deaths of people who died in 
the process at the WTC, but we know it is 
Washington's fault this happened. We also 
know that if this happened in the Middle East 
by Israel or the US Army, hardly anybody in 
this country would say anything. 

Clearly this country is not the "peace-lov- 
ing, innocent country". This is the biggest gun 
runner in the world, and the biggest instigator 
of wars. This is a government of thieves and 
enslavers, and they have dominated the peo- 
ples of color of the world with military and 
economic force ever since its creation. We 
cannot jump like dogs to defend these people. 

It is not the people in the Middle East or 
Africa who call us nigger, and keep us 
oppressed, it is the white government in 
America. If anyone on the face of the earth 
attacks the slavemaster's plantation, | ain't 
going to be standing out front growling to stop 
them from setting his house on fire. That’s his 
problem, and you reap what you sow. The 
real terrorists are in the Pentagon, the exec- 
utive boardrooms on Wall Street, and in the 
White House, where they have always been. 
Hell, the United States secret intelligence 
services created the Taliban and Osama Bin 
Laden, if that is what he is. Do we now want 
to die and kill others over this cynical reality? 
Don't be fooled by right-wing partiotism, 
which is nothing but American fascism. 

So we should support Chris Gatewood, 
hold him up as an outspoken hero. We need 
to ask why all of the other Black and progres- 
sive organizations have not been as forceful 
in their comments, and we need to ask why 
they are not building an anti-war response to 
this military retaliation planned by Bush. 

We need to all start to speak the truth to 
our people, and not curry favor for jobs or 
social approval. We need to do things that 
are considered unpopular in a hysterical cli- 
mate, but have to be said and done never- 
theless. George W. Bush is not our friend, 
Colin Powell is not our brother. They want to 
kill us off, either in war, in prison, or with a 
policeman's gun. We face genocide from 
this government, always have. Now we need 
to get organized to build a movement which 
can put forth a progressive agenda on how 
to use military spending, so that money that 
they want to squander on war can be used 
for schools, hospitals, and to rebuild the 
inner cities of this countries which look like 
bombed out cities already. 

Whatever organization you belong to, 
Start to push them to come out against the 
war and to actively campaign against war in 
the Middle East or anywhere else. We have 
got to get our kids to say “hell no, we won't 
go!" and "no Viet Cong called me a Nigger" 
just like they did during the Vietnam war of 
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Behind the 


USA PATRIOT Act 


by Ann Harrison (Independent Media Institute) 


Since launching their no-holds-barred 
investigation into the Sept. 11 attacks, the 
FBI has released an astonishing amount of 
information about the men who they have 
identified as the hijackers. There are photo- 
graphs of them passing through airport secu- 
rity and peering into ATM machines. The FBI 
has records of their cell phone calls, their 
cash transfers, air travel, credit card pur- 
chases, car rentals, email messages and 
hotel bills. 

Now that the hunt is on for accomplices 
who could be planning more attacks, law 
enforcement officials have sought the legal 
authority to collect even more information 
about the minutiae of their daily life. The new 
anti-terrorism law signed into law on Oct. 26 
grants law enforcement authorities sweeping 
new surveillance powers that are not limited 
to terrorism investigations but also apply to 
criminal and intelligence investigations. 

The new law, known as the USA PATRI- 
OT Act, reaches into every space that 
Americans once imagined was private. For 
instance, g Rennes 
police can now | 
obtain court Be 
orders to con- 
duct so called $ 
"sneak and 
peak" search- Eem 
es of homes 
and offices. 
This allows 
them to break 
in, examine 
and remove or 
alter items & 
without imme- f 
diately, if ever, | 
presenting} 
owners with a | 
warrant detail- i 
ing what they 
were entitled 
to do and 
where. This seismic shift in the govern- 
ment's power of search and seizure also 
extends to the examination of records. 
Authorities can browse medical, financial, 
educational or even library records without 
showing evidence of a crime. The law over- 
rides existing state and federal privacy laws 








The scum rises foi left to Heke Tom Ridge, Director 
of Homeland Security, Robert Mueller, FBI Director, 
John Ashcroft, Attorney General 


if the FBI claims that the information is con- 
nected to an intelligence investigation. 

In addition, credit reporting firms like 
Equifax must disclose to the FBI any infor- 
mation that agents request in connection 
with a terrorist investigation, without the 
need for a court order. In the past, this was 
only permitted in espionage cases. 
Biometric technology, such as fingerprint 
readers or iris scanners, will become part of 

n “integrated entry and exit data system" 
to identify visa holders entering the United 
States. Face recognition technology is now 
being installed in several U.S. airports. 

The legislators who rushed these provi- 
sions through the House and Senate say 
that law enforcement authorities need this 
data to help track down terrorists and pre- 
vent future attacks. "We were able to find 
what | think is the appropriate balance 
between protecting civil liberties, privacy 
and ensuring that law enforcement has the 
tools to do what it must," said Senate 
Majority Leader Thomas Daschle (D-S.D.) 
; in a statement 
©. following the 
== passage off the 
fee bill. 


But civil lib- 
#0. à erty groups 
=== have been 


= = alarmed by this 
~ legislation 
$ a | oe since it started 
"<2 whisking _ its 
T i way through 
TE Congress. Jim 
meee Dempsey, 
"== deputy director 
See of the 
© = Washington 
D.C.-based 
č Center for 
Democracy and 
Technology 
(CDT), says he 
is particularly concerned about the provision 
in the law that allows the FBI to share with 
the CIA information collected in grand jury 
investigations. The 1947 National Security 
Act states that the CIA should have no 
domestic police or subpoena powers. But 
Dempsey says CIA agents could now use 
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their close relationship with the FBI to essen- 
tially fill in subpoenas provided by prosecu- 
tors. "To do this with no prior judicial $ 
approval is a fundamental change in the way ¥ 
we have set up our police agencies and set - 
them apart from our foreign intelligence + 
agencies," said Dempsey. "And it was done 
with very little debate." Legislators who 
voted for the USA PATRIOT Act pointed out 
that the most controversial surveillance sec- 
tions will expire in 2005. Senate Judiciary 
Committee chairman Sen. Patrick Leahy (D- 
Vt.) announced that a four-year expiration 
date "will be crucial in making sure that these 
new law enforcement powers are not 
abused." 

Dempsey says the CDT is hoping there will 
be a Congressional review prior to any exten- 
sion of the provisions. But he, and many oth- 
ers, have pointed out that these so-called 
“sunset provisions" do not apply to the shar- 
ing of grand jury information, giving the CIA 
the permanent benefits of grand jury powers. 

The so-called "sneak and peak searches" 
are permanent as well. And further, the sun- 
set provisions do not apply to ongoing cases. 
This means that intelligence investigations, 
which often run for years, would continue to 
operate under the law even if provisions are 
not extended past 2005. Also exempted are 
any future investigations of crimes that took 
place before this date. 

Internet surveillance via "pen register" 
devices, which capture phone numbers 
dialed on outgoing telephone calls, and "trap 
and trace" devices, which capture the num- 
bers of incoming calls, are also exempt from 
the sunset provisions. These orders were 
originally used to provide investigators with 
telephone numbers dialed by suspects. They 
can now be used to monitor email address- 
ing information and Web pages visited, in 
some circumstances without judicial over- 
sight. Investigations approved by the secre- 
tive FISA intelligence court would also not 
require notification. 

Lee Tien, senior staff attorney for the San _ 
Francisco-based Electronic Frontier 


Foundation, notes that this type of surveil- ~ 
lance requires mere certification with no evi- 
dence that the person being monitored is 
involved in criminal conduct or is a suspect- 
ed member of a terrorist organization. While 


this online surveillance requires a judge's 
approval, the law mandates that the judge 
must approve every request and is not 
required to evaluate how the order was car- 
ried out. 

Tien said he will be working with other 
online civil liberties groups ss : 
to get the government to 
notify targets of pen/trap 
surveillances and increase 
judicial oversight. "The 
potential for pen/trap sur- 
veillance on the Internet is 
enormous," says Tien. 2 

The new law also permits 

any U.S. attorney or state = 
attorney general to order ae 
the installation of the FBI's ee 
Carnivore Internet surveil- | 
lance system, which also : 
has the capacity to capture | 
the contents of email mes- ”. 
Sages. The agency says the =. 
public must trust that inves- `- 
tigators will not review this : 
information. E 

Unlike trap and trace 
orders, Carnivore requires that investigators 
set up an audit trail which includes what 
information was gathered, by whom and 
when. But Tien notes the court is not 
required to review the information and make 
sure that it complies with the terms of the 
certification. "No one has that oversight 
role," says Fien. 

While the government has the power to 
snoop, citizens who engage in similar activ- 
ities now fall under the government's new 
definition of terrorists. The current definition 
of terrorism has been expanded to include 
hacking into a U.S. government computer 
system or breaking into and damaging any 
Internet-connected computer. Prison terms 
of between five to 20 years can now be 
used to prasecute the new crime of "cybert- 
errorism," which covers hacking attempts 
causing $5,000 in aggregate value in one 
year, damage to medical equipment or 
injury to any person. 

Even Internet Service Providers, universi- 
ties and network administrators are author- 
ized under the new law to conduct surveil- 
lance of "computer trespassers" without a 
court order. The new law compels any 
Internet provider or telephone company to 
turn over customer information, including 


phone numbers called, without a court order, 
if the FBI claims that the records are relevant 
to a terrorism investigation. The company is 
forbidden to disclose that the FBI is conduct- 
ing an investigation, has immunity to provide 
any sensitive data and is not bound by statu- 
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tory rights to suppress the information. "There 
is no incentive for anyone to know about it, or 
challenge it or rein it in," says Dempsey. 
Prior to the passage of the USA PATRI- 
OT Act, Laura Murphy, Director of the ACLU 
saehinatan National Office, wrote i Giers to 
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the House and Senate warning that the bill 
would give enormous power to the executive 
branch unchecked by meaningful judicial 
review. "Included in the bill are provisions 
that would allow for the mistreatment of 
immigrants, the suppression of dissent and 
the investigation and surveillance of wholly 
innocent Americans," said Murphy. 

Civil liberties groups point out that the 
government has a history of launching inves- 
tigations against political dissidents. These 
include the FBI investigations of Martin 
Luther King and other civil rights leaders in 
the 1960s, illegal spying on anti-war protest- 
ers in the 1960s and 1970s and surveillance 
on the sanctuary movement that provided 
asylum for those fleeing Central American 
death squads during the 1980s. Mess 





With their own smug à efforts to “eo arot À 





General John Ashcroft has brushed off these 
concerns and issued a directive to law 
enforcement investigators, urging them to 
aggressively use the new powers, which he 
says will be used to launch a "law enforce- 
ment campaign." 

Steve Shapiro, 
national legal director 
=»: for the ACLU, says 
* Congress should use 
= its unique subpeona 
power to get informa- 
tion about investiga- 
tions and exercise its 
oversight authority on 
me investigators. 

= "Congress has given 
them these powers," 
said Shapiro. "And it 
© has a big responsibili- 
ty to make sure these 
powers are not 
abused." Tien said 
% the EFF would also 
x. be actively opposing 
= calls for national ID 

cards, for biometric 
systems and for mandatory record keeping 
by ISPs, which has already been discussed 
seriously in Europe. 

Dempsey says the CDT is concerned 
about the possibility that because the FBI 
has not been able to get to the core of the 
suspected terrorist cells, they will cast an 
even wider net. Cut loose from past stan- 
dards and judicial controls, investigators, he 
fears, will collect more information on inno- 
cent people and be distracted from the task 
of actually identifying those who may be 
planning future attacks. 

“That is where the law allows them to 
take it," says Dempsey. "And that is bad for 
civil liberties and bad for anti-terrorism 
investigations." 


% + terri à the Canadian government has 6 fast 
tracked their awn anti-terrorism legislation - BHC : 


the 150-page omnibus dill will expand police oe pp ping powers, impose severe perles. 


“on groups that fall within the new definition of "ten 


: purposes. = | 
- Some of the more sinsi ax 
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We Don't Want Your Bloody Wars! 


by the Northeastern Federation of Anarcho-Communists (NEFAC) 


AGAINST TERRORISM, 
AGAINST THE STATE! 


As a result of the terrorist attacks that took 
place on Tuesday, September 11, over 6,000 
people are still missing or confirmed dead. As 
anarchists, we stand with the rest of the world 
in expressing our sorrow and disbelief over 
the devastation which took place in New York 
City, Washington DC, and rural Pennsylvania. 
It goes without saying that we are against the 
deliberate and indiscriminate use of violence 
aS a means to achieve political ends, and 
firmly believe that terrorist activity runs con- 
trary to our own vision of radical social 
change. Although the targets of these recent 
attacks may be viewed as symbolic centers of 
global capitalism (World Trade Center), and 
U.S. militarism (Pentagon), a majority of the 
victims of these atrocities were ordinary, work- 
ing class people, and this is indefensible. Our 
hearts go out to the families and friends of the 
missing and dead. 


TERRORISM: RELIGION, 
CAPITAL, AND STATE 


Although the United States has promised 
a drawn out 'war against terrorism’, we will 
not allow ourselves to be manipulated into 
supporting this war effort. As anarchists, we 
stand against terrorism in all its forms, and 
make no distinction between terror used by 
religious extremists, capitalist exploiters, or 
that of the State. The terrorism of religious 
extremists is a very real threat in the world 
today, and can be seen in the form of abor- 
tion clinic bombings by far-right Christian 
fundamentalists, the massacre of 
Palestinians by ultra-orthodox Jewish set- 
tlers, and now the recent attacks on the east 
coast of the United States (which has been, 
rightly or wrongly, blamed on Islamic extrem- 
ists). These are, of course, inexcusable acts 
of terrorism used by religious zealots to 
cause bloodshed and instill fear amongst the 
public. However, these acts of terrorism are 
often eclipsed by even more violent and 
destructive forms of terrorism embodied in 
Capitalism and the State. The capitalist phi- 
losophy of 'profit over people’ has a long and 
bloody history, which has resulted in 
obscene wealth for the few and widespread 
death and suffering for the majority of the 
world's population. From the early roots of 
slavery and colonization, to the more recent 
phase of globalization, capitalism has always 





used the terrorist actions of the State to vio- 
lently enforce it's rule. 

As the most powerful capitalist State, the 
United States has been a prime motivating 
force behind many devastating terrorist cam- 
paigns. From the atomic bombing of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, to the more recent 
bombing of the Al Shifa Pharmaceutical 
company in Sudan; from the installation of 
dictatorships in Latin America, to the finan- 
cial and military aid of murderous regimes in 
Israel, Turkey, Colombia, and elsewhere; 
from the deliberate cluster-bombing of a 
crowded Yugoslav marketplace to ongoing 
economic sanctions against Iraq which have 
culminated in over 500,000 children dead; 
and now, in a new ‘war against terrorism’ 
abroad, we can expect to see a new chapter 
in the terrorist legacy of the United States. 
These events are not historical exceptions, 
rather they are a necessary component of 
maintaining the economic and political dom- 
inance of a powerful capitalist State. 


NATIONALISM AND RACISM: 
ENEMIES OF THE WORKING CLASS 


As popular support for the belligerent 
reaction of the US government grows in the 
wake of the recent terrorist attacks, we can 
once again see racist attacks in the streets 
as nationalism rear its ugly head. 
Nationalism has traditionally been the 
process in which the ruling class uses 
racism, patriotism and religion as a means to 
get the working class to identify with the 
State and it's values. The fear and power- 
lessness felt in the aftermath of the recent 
attacks has been channeled into blind patri- 
otism and racist attacks, which serves the 
interests of the ruling class. The increasing 
violence against Arabs, Moslems, peoples of 
Middle Eastern decent (and people per- 
ceived to be members of those ethnic and 
religious groups) will be exploited in an effort 
to reinforce the war effort abroad, and keep 
the working class divided at home. 

We anarchists extend our full solidarity to 
those currently under racist attack as a result 
of the nationalist backlash, and will actively 
take part in any defense of these communi- 
ties if necessary (while respecting their 
autonomy and self-determination). We pro- 
mote, as always, anti-racism and internation- 
alist working class solidarity as our strongest 
weapon against the global ruling classes and 
their wars. 
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NO WAR BETWEEN NATIONS, 
NO PEACE BETWEEN CLASSES 


We do not see this current war effort as a 
war against terrorism, but rather, a war 
against humanity. The U.S. government is 
prepared to invade numerous countries and 
cause untold atrocities and destruction in a 
multi-front war against an invisible and 
unknown enemy. Like all wars fought by the 
State, this is a war of power. The United 
States is not prepared to combat the real 
root causes of terrorism, which would require 
fundamental change in it's own foreign poli- 
cy. Rather it wants to consolidate its position 
as the dominant world power. 

The tragic human toll of the recent terror- 
ist attacks will be used as a justification to 
slash education, housing, health care and 
social programs in order to finance an 
already gluttonous military budget. A height- 
ened state of repression will exist for every- 
one as Civil liberties are lost in exchange for 
a false sense of security and justice. And 
finally, national pride and patriotism will be 
used to send young, working class victims off 
to be human fodder in an effort reinforce 
U.S. imperialist domination. Anarchists, and 
all progressive movements, must stand in 
opposition to this military aggression as we 
would any other. It is only through active 
struggle against all forms of terrorism, be 
they religious, capitalist, or that of the State, 
that we can bring the global cycle of violence 
to an end once and for all. 


FINDING HOPE IN TRAGEDY 


From within the unspeakable tragedy and 
devastation that took place on Tuesday, 
September 11, we see seeds of hope that 
point to a brighter future. Thousands of ordi- 
nary people have been lining the streets to 
help with the rescue effort, often risking per- 
sonal safety and well being. Blood donation 
clinics are filled to capacity. Food, clothing, 
supplies and shelter are freely shared 
among the survivors and rescue workers in a 
completely spontaneous and self-organized 
network of solidarity and mutual aid. It is in 
these selfless acts that we see the seeds of 
hope for a future self-managed, egalitarian, 
classless, stateless society free from all 
forms of hierarchy and domination. An anar- 
cho-communist future is possible! 





ANTI-WAR FEATURE 


Capitalism is the Disease - 





We find ourselves once again on the brink 
of an abyss; facing the horrendous prospect of 
propulsion into war as the result of decisions 
made and actions taken by a relative handfull 
of statist, authoritarian bigots and fanatics. 
Once again, on each side in the coming con- 
flict, those in authority will expect (and receive) 
the ultimate sacrifice from those they govern - 
their lives for ‘the cause’. How is it that so few 
can Cause such misery and terror to so many; 
and how can they be stopped? 

Imperialism, the ability of countries to 
globally and locally dictate trade relations 
with other countries, is a feature of a small 
number of powerful capitalist states. The 
policies of imperialist nation states are large- 
ly dictated by the major companies based 
there. As the dominant world superpower, 
the government of the USA is in a very 
strong position to dictate trade relations with 
other countries, and does so (US foreign pol- 
icy is dealt with in a separate article). The 
ultimate sanction of all nation states against 
rival nation states is war. i 

The military apparatus of the state (armed 
forces and associated hardware) means it is 
ideally suited to waging war on its rivals - the 
state is the 'war machine'. The repressive 
apparatus (police, courts, prisons etc.) 
keeps any internal dissent under control. 

At the same time as existing in a violent 
form, the state exists in our attitudes and 
interpersonal relationships - placed there by 
tradition on one hand and the media on the 
other. The mainstream media functions as a 
capitalist apparatus of consent, responsible 
for the mental subjugation of the people, and 
controlling of our hearts and minds. 
President W Bush's call for a "war against 
terrorism" is self-contradictory, since war is 
the promotion of terror, bloodshed and 
death, in pursuit of military objectives (i.e. 
power politics, economics, religion). Most of 
the mainstream media didn't question this 
however, and were quick to relay the war-on- 
terrorism message around the world, inflam- 
ing public opinion in the process. 

Wartime being a time of 'national crisis', 
the sense of 'national identity' is reinvigorat- 
ed in people's minds. Nationalism, racism, 
religious intolerance and hatred are much 
more in evidence in a nation at war. The cli- 
mate for debate and dissent is somewhat sti- 






Anarchism is the Cure 


fled. As the anarchist Randolph Bourne 
wrote: "The nation in wartime attains a uni- 
formity of feeling, a hierarchy of values, cul- 
minating at the undisputed apex of the State 
ideal, which could not possibly be produced 
through any agency other than war". 

To recap then, the state is the war- 
machine, the driving force of which is capi- 
talism. The capitalist state also exists inside 
our minds by influencing our beliefs and val- 
ues via the media. So working class people 
come to hold reactionary and false ideas 
such as nationalism, racism, xenophobia, 
sexism etc. This divides us from each other 
and weakens our ability to respond to the 
state's destructive and dangerous maneu- 
vers, including war. 

Anarchist social revolution will smash the 
capitalist economy. Capitalist industry will be 
expropriated and private property abolished, 
along with currency, and exchange generally. 
People will socialize the means of produc- 
tion, distribution and communication etc. for 
the benefit of society as a whole. Production 
and distribution of goods and services will be 
organized by workers' and community organ- 
izations: from each according to their ability, 
to each according to their need. 

Useless enterprises (insurance and finan- 
cial services, advertising, sales, lawyers, 
stockbrokers....) will be closed, workers 
councils will take over and run those that 
serve a useful purpose. In this way the capi- 
talist engine of imperialism and war is 
wrecked. With banks abolished and debts 
cancelled the economic inequalities that 
exist between nations at present could at last 
be addressed. We must strive for and estab- 
lish egalitarian social relations between all 
people in all parts of the world. 

Equally fundamental to anarchist ideas of 
social revolution, the dismantling of all state 
apparatus is the disarming of the war 
machine. Only when people abolish church 
and state can they organize society in a non- 
hierarchical, equal and free manner. 

The struggle for anarchist revolution is 
principally a struggle for the hearts and 
minds of working class people. We have to 
win the 'battle of ideas' in order to transform 
society, to demonstrate that anarchist and 
anti-authoritarian ideas about society and 
methods of working are the most useful and 
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relevant for this purpose (although obviously 
we do not exclude good ideas simply 
because they have not been labeled ‘anar- 
chist’). Clearly anarchist ideas must become 
much more popular, widespread and well 
understood than they generally are now in 
order to achieve a stateless, classless social 
revolution. This means counteracting the 
mainstream media of today, and working 
towards a society in which genuinely free 
and diverse media could flourish. 

A successful anarchist revolution then, 
would result in society being organized by 
the free association and federation of work- 
ers (and peasants, in some countries), with 
decisions made directly by the people affect- 
ed by them. A new era, of international soli- 
darity, peace and co-operation is born. 
Relations between peoples unimpeded by 
capital will improve, and solidarity increase 
to such an extent that future war becomes 
unthinkable to the citizens of earth. The peo- 
ple never declared war on any nation, but by 
our tacit acceptance and passivity we allow 
war to be waged. 

As Chilean anarchists CUAC-Chile say: 
"We know that the task of stopping bar- 
barism is not one of governments, who play 
with us as with pieces of chess, and they 
are not interested in the human cost of this 
macabre game. This responsibility belongs 
to the actions of solidarity of the people, in 
reviving a new internationalist spirit that 
can face up to death. Today our call is for 
peace, but we know that if we want peace, 
we should declare war on capitalism and on 
Slate power. But we will categorically reject 
participation in any war that is not against 
our true enemies. No war between nations, 
No peace between classes! Stop irrational- 
ity and massacre!" 

The reason why so few have caused such 
misery throughout history to so many in wars 
is: (a) because they occupy positions of 
wealth and authority, and (b) due to the 
deception of and acquiescence by ordinary 
people. As anarchists we aim to: (a) eradi- 
cate the principle of authority from human 
relationships and the state war machine from 
Society, and (b) demonstrate to people that 
collectively they are powerful, and that their 
real allies are their neighbors in foreign coun- 
tries, not their local ruling class. The people 
of the world have far more in common with 
one another than with any variety of ruling 
class parasite. We should band together to 
overthrow all states (capitalist, ‘communist’, 
religious, or otherwise) and live in peace. 





THEORY AND ANALYSIS | 


For Us, Nothing... For All, Everything: 





The Communist Tradition in Anarchism 


In NEFAC's ‘Aims and Principles’, it says 
that the federation is "an organization of rev- 
olutionaries coming from different move- 
ments of resistance who identify with the 
communist tradition within anarchism" [1]. 
This may raise eyebrows when read by 
many people as they ask themselves what 
the hell we mean by that. Anarcho-commu- 
nists, libertarian communists, communist- 
anarchists... Is this a contradiction? Was 
there a secret alliance between Marx and 
Bakunin, Lenin and Makhno, Mao and Pa 
kin? Are we Bolsheviks in disguise aiming to 
subvert anarchism and recruit little soldiers 
for The Party (whichever it is)? Of course 
not! Let's look at it closer. 

What does the word communism really 
mean? Communism is the doctrine that 
says we should put all means of production 
and distribution, as well as the socially pro- 
duced wealth, in common. It's the dream of 
the abolition of class system and wage slav- 
ery, replaced by a worldwide community, 
without classes. In our opinion, real commu- 
nism can only aim at the destruction of the 
State, because the State is the political 
organization based on domination and class 
rule. As long as there is a State, there can 
be no communism because there is neces- 
sarily a system of classes (at least one: 
bureaucrats!). 





Carlo Cafiero, italian Internationalist 
and early anarcho-communist 


While everyone does not agree on this, 
there can be communism and centralization 
(like there can be self-management and cen- 
tralization). Communism can adapt to many 
political and organizational frameworks. We 
are for a federalist organizational framework, 
based on direct democracy. This said, an 
anarchist frame- 
work does not nec- 
essarly imply a 
communist frame- 
work (and vice 
versa). There are 
individualist anar- 
chists, collectivist 
anarchists, mutualist anarchists, etc. Just 
like there are authoritarian communists, 
council communists, primitive communists, 
etc. We are anarchist communists. That's 
why we say “anarcho-communists" or “liber- 
tarian communists". One word defines the 
other. 


The Roots of Anarchism 


Anarchism was born, and developed, in 
the International Working People 
Association (IWPA, or First International, 
1864-72). In the beginning, the International 
was conceived as a pact between British 
and French trade unionists so that French 
workers would not be used to break strikes 
in Britain (which was a common tactic used 
by British bosses at the time). The organiza- 
tion spread and rapidly grew to include more 
than two million workers in its midst. It was 
acting as much as a solidarity center - organ- 
izing collections in various countries to help 
other strikers, for example -as a revolution- 
ary laboratory where many socialists ten- 
dencies were present. Even if there were 
theoreticians and social movements that led 
the way - such as Proudhon - anarchism as 
a doctrine and movement crystalized in it's 
midst around activists like Mikhail Bakunin, 
Carlo Cafiero, James Guillaume and move- 
ments like the watch makers of the Swiss 
Jura, the Italian and French craftsman and 
the Spanish workers. 

The first anarchists where generally col- 
lectivists and were opposed to the 'com- 
munism' defended by Marx and others. 
There idea was that the workers of a given 
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by Camille 


work place should seize the means of pro- 
duction and manage them together. They 
were to become the collective owners of 
the factory by the mean of their associa- 
tions (much like a cooperative). The distri- 
bution of the wealth was to be done essen- 
tialy by a remuneration based on the 


“We must be communists, because we 
are anarchists, because anarchy and 
communism are the two essential 
terms of the revolution.” 


amount of work given by each worker. The 
problem was that this way we risked end- 
ing up in a sort of collective capitalism. 
What's more, there was no guarantee of 
solidarity, and those who were not actual 
'workers didn't have a say and were 
essentially dependant upon the workers. 
The situation of children, the eldery, the 
physically challenged, etc., in this system 
would not have been much better than 
their situation in the old one. 

The criticism of the collectivist model 
developed in the 1870's. "The type of anar- 
chism which appears when collectivism is 
worked out in more detail is communism. 
This is the view that it is not enough for the 
instruments of labor to be held in common, 
but that the products of labor should also 
be held in common and distributed on the 
principle of the slogan, "From each accord- 
ing to ability, to each according to needs." 
The communist argument is that, while 
people are entitled to the full value of their 
labor, it is impossible to calculate the value 
of any one person's labor, for the work of 
each is involved in the work of all, and dif- 
ferent kinds of work have different kinds of 
value. It is therefore better for the entire 
economy to be in the hands of society as a 
whole and for the wage and price system to 
be abolished." [2] 

Compared to collectivism, which is only 
interested in producers and only gave rights 
and a voice to people as such, communism 
had the advantage, by abolishing the idea 
of a family wage, to free women who want- 
ed independence from their husbands and 
open the door to the recognition of 


‘women's labor' which has 
been traditionally relegated to 
the home, and therefore hid 
den. In other words, while col- 
lectivism only gave value to 
the social production of 
wealth, communism 3 
reconized both social produc- 
tion and reproduction and al 
people, without exception, 
have an equal right to socially 
produced wealth, whether 
they directly participate in it's 
production or not. | 
It was in 1880, at the con- 
ference of the Jura $ 
Federation [the anti-authori- } 
tarian worker's federation of {f 
the mainly French-speaking # = 
Swiss Jura], that for the first ~ 
time an anarchist conference 
opted in favor of communism as a mode 
of economic organization. Here's how the 
Italian revolutionnary Carlo Cafiero was 
defending the communist thesis at this 
conference: "One cannot be an anarchist 
without being a communist. Indeed, the 
slightest hint of limitation carries with it 
the seeds of authoritarism. It could not 
show itself without promptly spawning 
law, judge and gendarme. We have to be 
communists, because the people, who do 
not understand the  collectivists' 
sophisms, have a perfect grasp of com- 
munism, as friends Reclus and Kropotkin 
have already indicated. We must be com- 
munists, because we are anarchists, 
because anarchy and communism are the 





“Going on from colleciivism and 
reacting against Marxism, they 
postulated a more sophisticated 
form of revolutionary anarchism - 
an anarchism containing the most 
carefully considered criticism 
of present society and proposals 
for future society.” 


two essential terms of the revolution." [3] 

"The leading figures of the anarchist 
movement at the end of the nineteenth cen- 
tury and the beginning of the twentieth cen- 
tury - such as Kropotkin, Malatesta, Reclus, 
Grave, Faure, Goldman, Berkman, and so 
on - were communists. Going on from col- 
lectivism and reacting against Marxism, they 













postulated a more sophisticated form of rev- 
olutionary anarchism - an anarchism con- 
taining the most carefully considered criti- 
cism of present society and proposals for 
future society. This is an anarchism for those 
who accept the class struggle but have a 
wider view of the world. [...] Since the 1870s, 
the principle of communism has been 
accepied by most anarchist organizations 
favoring revolution." [4] 

seen this way, we may seem to be sim- 
ply living in the past. But we also draw 
some of our aspirations from what the 
anarcho-communist current became 
since. Among our more recent influences, 
look to: the journal Noir et Rouge, a mag- 
azine published in France in the 1950's 
that tried to actualize 
anarchism, the 
organization of revo- 
lutionary anarchists 
in the 1970's that 
tried, in the post-may 
1968 context, to have 
an organized plat- 
formist practice, the 
anarcho-punk explo- 
sion (focusing on DIY 
politics) and different 
contemporary anar- 
chist organizations 
such as Alternative 
Libertaire and the Organisation 
Communiste Libertaire in France, the 
Anarchist Federation in the UK, or the 
Workers Solidarity Movement in Ireland. 
Among the non-anarchist influence (but 
still libertarian in our mind) we find influ- 
ences in the surrealists, the Situationists 
(mainly Vaneigem), Socialisme ou 
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| Barbarie and Castoriadis, the 






=. German and Italian autonomists 


movements, the social ecology 
movement, the various feminist 
currents and the different ultra- 
: left and council communist cur- 
f rents. 


RRE 


- first published in Ruptures, 
French magazine of NEFAC 


For further reading... 


On anarchism and anarchist-com- 

 munism: 

sm - Anarchism, Daniel 
(Monthly Review) 

- No Gods No Masters: An Anarchist 

Anthology, also Daniel Guérin (AK Press) 

- A Short History of Anarchism, Max Nettlau 

(Freedom Press) 

- Anarchism and Anarchist Communism, 

Peter Kropotkin (Freedom Press) 

- The Conquest of Bread and Other 


Guérin 


Essays, Peter Kropotkin (Cambridge 
University Press) 
- What is Communist Anarchism?, 


Alexander Berkman (Phoenix Press) 
- The End of Anarchism?, Luigi Galleani 
(Cienfuegos Press) 


Some websites with good texts : 


http://flag.blackened.net/nefac 
http://www3.sympatico.ca/emile.henry 
http://struggle.ws/wsm 
http://www.afed.org.uk 

http://www. geocities.com/CapitolHill/Emba 
ssy/8970/ 


Notes 


1) NEFAC Aims and Principles 

are available on the web at http://flag.black- 
ened.net/nefac/ap.html 

2) About Anarchism, Nicolas Walter, 
Freedom Press. 

3) Carlo Cafiero, Anarchy and Communism 
(report to the Jura Federation's 

Congress of 1880): 

quoted in No Gods, No Masters. 

4) Walter, op. 





as far as organization goes: 


WE ÂRE PL aT INKS 





In Quebec, and more generally in North 
America, anarchism and organization have 
not been coupled well. Indeed, the last seri- 
ous attempt to build a political anarchist 
group in North America date's back to the 
adventure of the Love and Rage 
Revolutionary Anarchist Federation [1]. 

However, there have been, and there 
still are, organized anarchists around the 
world. Generations of activists worked hard 
on the question of organization, and, for 
those of us who don't want to reinvent the 
wheel, it is useful to look at their analysis 
and proposals. Even if we find good things 
in 'classical' anarchists like Errico Malatesta 
and Michael Bakunin, we at NEFAC are 
mainly influenced by a tradition called, for 
lack of a better word, ‘platformism'. 


The Dielo Trouda Group 
and the Platform 


The 'plaformist' tradition started with the 
analysis of the anarchist defeat at the hands 
of the Bolsheviks during the civil war made 
by a group of Russian anarchists in exile. 
This group included such important figures 
as Nestor Makhno, one of the main leaders 
of the insurrectional army of the Ukrainian 
peasantry, Peter Arshinov, historian of the 
same movement and old friend of Makhno, 
and Ida Mett, passionate partisan and histo- 
rian of the Kronstadt insurrection [2]. Based 
in Paris, the group was organized around the 
publication of an anarcho-communist maga- 
zine in Russian, called Dielo Trouda 
(Worker's Cause), a project originally con- 
ceived of by Arshinov and Makhno while 
they were rotting in the czarist prison some 
fifteen years earlier which was finally found- 
ed in Paris in 1925. 

In addition to the less and less frequent let- 
ters from comrades "still in the country" and 
the analysis of the nature of the Soviet regime 
- Arshinov was one of the first to rightly call it 
State Capitalism - the magazine mainly con- 
centrated on finding the cause of the "histori- 
cal failure of anarchism" in the revolutionary 
period that just swept Europe. Like most 
activists that were still anarchists - many 
defected to Bolshevism - Dielo Trouda thought 
that the main cause of the failure was "the 





by Nicolas Phebus (NEFAC-Quebec City) 


absence of organizational principles and 
practices in the anarchist movement, " which 
had it's source in "some defects of theory: 
notably from a false interpretation of the prin- 
ciple of individuality in anarchism: this theo- 
ry being too often confused with the 
absence of all responsibility." It's in June 
1926 that the Dielo Trouda group made pub- 
lic its research on organization in a short 
pamphlet titled "Platform of the General 
Union of Anarchists (project)" [3]. 

The pamphlets open with an introduction 
that is a devastating critique of the "chronic 
general disorganization" of revolutionary 
anarchism, a disorgan- s 
ization compared to: $ 
nothing less than "yel- $; : 
low fever.” From the ¢- 
first paragraph, the ia 
authors are ruthless: "it © 
is very significant that, 
in spite of the strength #3 
and incontestably posi- = = 
tive character of liber- $ 
tarian ideas, [...] the $ 
anarchist movement 
remains weak despite 
everything, and has 
appeared, very often 
[...] as a small event, 
an episode, and not an 
important factor." To i 
remedy this state of 
affairs, the authors 
think "it is time for anar- 
chism to leave the swamp of disorganization, 
to put an end to endless vacillations on the 
most important tactical and theoretical ques- 
tions, to resolutely move towards a clearly 
recognized goal, and to operate an organized 
collective practice." They proposed the 
founding of "an organization which [...] estab- 
lishes in anarchism a general and tactical 
political line". 

The text of the Platform as such is divid- 
ed into three parts (general, constructive and 
organizational). In general, the first and sec- 
ond parts are a rather classical expose of 
anarcho-communism in which Dielo Trouda 
is only distancing itself on a few points. One 
of the main points is the primacy of the class 
struggle in society and it's leading role in 
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social change that is affirmed right at the 
start: “There is no one single humanity, there 
is a humanity of classes: Slaves and 
Masters" and “the social and political regime 
of all states is above all the product of class 
struggle". This position, which also refuses 
the "humanist" positions, draws a clear line 
of demarcation that runs through the whole 
document. Dielo Trouda is resolutely basing 
itself in the social anarchism camp, strongly 
pro-class struggle. The constructive section 
has the advantage (and inconvenience) of 
the benefit of the Russian experience. 
Advantage because we get out of the 





Nestor Makhno’ S nirai t affinity.o group, ee ae 1 907 
(a strapping young Makhno seated on the lower left) 


abstract optimism so important to followers 
of Kropotkin, inconvenient however because 
the Russian situation in 1917 does not have 
much in common with the one we are cur- 
rently living. In this sense, even if also dated, 
the study of the Spanish experience would 
be more productive. 

Another point where the platform is 
departing from traditional anarchism is on 
the question of patriarchy and it is, unfortu- 
nately, to register a sharp set back. Indeed, 
none of the questions related to patriarchy - 
be it the oppression of women, sexual 
repression or the family and the education of 
children's - are addressed. The word 
‘women’ doesn't even appear in the docu- 
ment! Nevertheless, even if it's not in the 





Same manner that we would address the 
Subject today, the question was far from 
ignored by other anarchist currents. If we 
can understand that Dielo Trouda was not 
really inspired by the example of French indi- 
vidualist anarchists - who go really far in their 
critique of patriarchy and the bourgeois 
moral order - other revolutionary anarchist 
documents, similar to the platform, had nev- 
ertheless addressed the issue. The Program 
of the Alliance of Social Democracy, the first 
ever anarchist organization, founded by 
Bakunin in 1864, advocated the equality of 
men and women and says that children “are 
neither the property of society, nor the prop- 
erty of their parents but belongs to their 
future freedom". Four years later, Bakunin's 
demands at the third conference of the First 
International include: "firstly, the abolition of 
the right to hereditary property, secondly, the 
complete legalization of the political and 
social rights of women with those of men, 
thirdly, the abolition of marriage as a civil, 
political and religious institution". 

Closer to the platform, the Anarchist 
Program, written by Malatesta and adopted 
by the Italian Anarchist Union in 1920, also 
demands the "reconstruction of the family in 
such a way that it results from the practice of 
love, freed of any legal chain, any economic 
or physical oppression, any religious preju- 
dice" and concludes "we want bread, free- 
dom, love and science for all". The question 
was not only theoretical; in the United States 
anarchists had already moved to practice it. 
So, when the platform 
was published, it had 
already been fifteen years 
since American anar- 
chists, among them 
Emma Goldman, were 
demanding the legaliza- 
tion of abortion and the 
free circulation of informa- 
tion on contraception. In 
Spain, a few years later, 
they would go much fur- 
ther, thanks to the action of the Mujeres 
Libres. Even the old enemy of Dielo Trouda, 
the Bolshevik government, had legally made 
women the equal of men, legalized abortion 
and homosexuality during it's first week in 
power! In short, this 'oversight' was a truly 
important theoretical weakness, a weakness 
that still has repercussions today. 

Where the platform really distinguishes 
itself from classical anarchism is at the level 
of its organizational proposals and the posi- 
tions that follow. In order to create a united 
organization, Dielo Trouda refused the syn- 
thesis of these different currents of anar- 
chism as proposed by Sebastien Faure and 
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Voline, because "such an organization [...] 
would only be a mechanical assembly of 
individuals each having a different concep- 
tion of all the sis 

questions of the . a5 
anarchist move 
ment", and that of 
anarcho-syndical- 
ism because it 
“does not resolve 
the problem of 
anarchist organi- $ 
zation, for it does = 
not give [it] priori- 
ty". The platform $% 
instead proposed 2% 
"to rally active ; 
anarchist mili- 
tants to a base of 
precise positions: theoretical, tactical and 
organizational (i.e. the more or less perfect 
base of a homogeneous program)." 

The activists of Dielo Trouda considered 
this double question of the organization and 
of the revolutionary program to be vital to 
launch the anarchist movement on a clear 
path. They indeed thought of the platform as 
"the outlines, the skeleton of such a pro- 
gram" and wanted it to be the "first step 
towards rallying libertarian forces into a sin- 
gle, active revolutionary collective". It was 
however clear that the platform could not be 
the definitive program of revolutionary anar- 
chism, and it belonged to the future organi- 
zation "to enlarge it, to later give it depth, to 
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“The activists of Dielo Trouda 
considered this double question 
of the organization and of the 
revolutionary program to be 
vital to launch the anarchist 
movement on a clear path.” 


make of it a definite platform for the whole 
anarchist movement". 

So the platform was defending the 
necessity of a theoretical and tactical unity, 
formulated in a program. This necessity 
was rejected by the partisans of a "synthe- 
sis" model of organization, who either didn't 
see it's utility (Faure), or believed it was 
premature and thought the proposed 
method to be "mechanical" (Voline). In the 
camp of anarcho-syndicalism, they of 
course agreed with this proposal, the prob- 
lem was that the platform specifically reject- 
ed the program of syndicalism... 

Dielo Trouda then introduced a simple 
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principle, collective responsibility that was to 
draw the fire of critiques. The basic idea of 
collective responsibility was that "if we collec- 
tively agree on 
political positions 
and a determined 
line of action, it is 
in order that each 
member apply it 
in its political 
work. What's 
more, when we 
agree on work to 
do and a way to 
do it, we become 
responsible to 
one and other, of 
-its execution. 
The collective 
responsibility, finally, is nothing more than the 
collective method of action" [4]. This idea 
was however attacked by the Italian anarchist 
militant Errico Malatesta, who went as far as 
to compare it to the discipline of the army. 

To hold all of this together, the platform 
proposed the inescapable principle of feder- 
alism, which was said to "reconcile the inde- 
pendence and initiative of individuals and the 
organization with service to the common 
cause". Dielo Trouda warned, however, 
against a usual distortion of libertarian feder- 
alism: "the right, above all, to manifest one's 
‘ego’, without obligation to account for duties 
as regards the organization" and rather 
advocated that "the federalist type of anar- 
chist organization, while recognizing each 
member's rights to independence, free opin- 
ion, individual liberty and initiative, requires 
each member to undertake fixed organiza- 
tion duties, and demands execution of com- 
munal decisions." Of course, in order for all 
that to work beyond the strictly local level, 
the stated goal of the platform, we need to 
give ourselves the necessary structures. The 
Dielo Trouda document does not develop a 
lot on the matter, but mentions the relevance 
of a decisional congress and an “executive 
committee" to coordinate the activity of the 
Organization. Having mandated members to 
carry on certain duty seemed to be too much 
for some who saw there the embryo of a dic- 
tatorial authority... 

Where the platform distances itself the 
most from classical anarchism is probably 
regarding the role assigned to anarchists 
during a revolution. Indeed, for Dielo Trouda, 
“the role of the anarchists in the revolution- 
ary period cannot be restricted solely to the 
propagation of the keynotes of libertarian 
ideas". But then, what is this role? For the 
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authors, "anarchism should become the 
leading concept of revolution", they specify 
that “the leading position of anarchist ideas 
in the revolution suggests an orientation of 
events after anarchist theory" which should 
definitely not be confused with "the political 
leadership of the statist parties which leads 
finally to State Power". This idea of the 
“leading concept" was to get on the nerves of 
many anarchists and was to be severely cri- 
tiqued. 


“We need a force that organizes 
the driving power of libertarian ideas * 
which is necessary for preserving the 

anarchist orientation and objectives 
of the social revolution.” 


The authors had vivid memories of the 
Russian revolution and reminded us that 
"although the masses express themselves 
profoundly in social movement in terms of 
anarchist tendencies and tenets, these ten- 
dencies and tenets do however remain dis- 
persed", therefore, we need a force that 
“organizes the driving power of libertarian 
ideas which is necessary for preserving the 
anarchist orientation and objectives of the 
social revolution". This force will be the anar- 
chist organization according to the platform. 
The anarchist organization must "manifest 
its initiative and display total participation in 
all the domains of the social revolution: in the 
orientation and general character of the rev- 
olution; in the positive tasks of the revolution, 
in new production, consumption, the agrari- 
an question, etc. On all these questions, and 
on numbers of others, the masses demand a 
clear and precise response from the anar- 
chists. And from the moment when anar- 
chists declare a conception of the revolution 
and the structure of society, they are obliged 
to give all these questions a clear response, 
to relate the solution of these problems to the 
general conception of libertarian commu- 
nism, and to devote all their forces to the 
realization of these." 


The Relevance of the 
Platform Today 


The members of the Dielo Trouda group 
have the merit to have reflected on means to 
get militant anarchism back on its track. 
Their solutions can, still today, serve as a 
departing point to build an organized and 
coherent anarchist practice. Of course, we 
are far from approaching the platform like a 
bible (or a little red book!), and we are aware 





that it has some deficiencies, most notably 
on the question of patriarchy, like we've said, 
and on the question of the autonomy of 
social movements. 

One of the mistakes of the first 'plat- 
formists' was, paradoxically, to put too much 
hope in the existing anarchist movement. 
Indeed, they were sure to rally the majority of 
activists to their concepts. Can we really be 
surprised, given the virulent attacks of the 
platform, that it didn't work? Nevertheless, 
even today, it is 
still a trap we eas- 
fall into. 
NEFAC didn't 
avoid it. We have 
spent a lot of time 
discussing and 
trying to convince 
the activists of 
our region. We are forced to acknowledge 
our failure... Is it a bad thing? Not entirely. 
Indeed, looking at what is actually done - 
and not only what is said, we are far from 
sure that the future of revolutionary anar- 
chism lies in anarchist activists. Maybe if 
anarchists stopped trying to convince one 
another, they would have more time to give 
to the rest of the population? As far as we 
are concerned, we've decided to acknowl- 
edge the simple fact of the division of our 
movement and we have decided to "stop 
talking about it and start doing it". 

What we understand of the platform is the 
necessity to organize seriously. Which 
means to give ourselves the means to go for- 
ward, and so simple things like a democratic 
structure with decisional conference, a dis- 
cussion list, dues, mandated work commit- 
tees, etc. We also know that anarchism only 
has limited roots in the region, and that we 
will need to develop a host of political posi- 
tions on a variety of subjects in order to 
remain innovative. To us, the question of tac- 
tical and theoretical unity is just common 
sense and, what's more, a process of contin- 
uous debate. 

"It's goal not being the seizure of power, 
the anarchist organization can neither be a 
party nor a self-proclaimed vanguard. It is 
rather an acting minority within the working 
class. Its hope is to serve as a libertarian 
rallying point and take part in the theoreti- 
cal and practical fight against all authoritar- 
ian ideologies. It is first and foremost a 
force of proposition that tries to rally peo- 
ple, by example and suggestion, to its polit- 
ical points of view. [...] Considering that any 
revolutionary period must be preceded by 
organizations able to rally people to the 
anarchist alternatives and methods, we 
believe that a strong anarchist organiza- 
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tion, rooted in struggles, is necessary. Let's 
be clear, however, we don't think that 
NEFAC is, right now, such an organization 
(but we are working on it!)" [5] 


- first published in Ruptures, 
French magazine of NEFAC. 


Makhno and Dielo Trouda on the web... 
Some of the text written by Makhno for 
Dielo Trouda are now available on the 
web at http://www.spunk.org/library/writ- 
ers/makhno/sp001781/ 


Anarchist Platform is an international 
discussion list on platformism... 

The comrades of the Worker's Solidarity 
Movement (an Irish platformist group) 
have set up an international discussion list 
for revolutionaries that claim a 
link to the Organizational Platform of the 
Libertarian Communists. The list has sub- 
scribers from all continents but the 
exchanges are mainly in English. To 
know more, don't hesitate to visit 
http://flag.blackened.net/revolt/platform.html 


Notes 


(1) See Wayne Price’s “Love & Rage” piece 
elsewhere in this magazine. 


(2) See respectively History Of The 
Makhnovist Movement, by Arshinov 
(Freedom Books, London) and The 


Kronstadt Commune by Mett (Solidarity, 
available on the web at http://flag.black- 
ened.net/revolt/russia/mett.html). Both are 
available through AK Press 
(www.akpress.org). 

(3) Today we usually refer to this text as the 
"Arshinov's Platform" or the "Organizational 
Platform of the Libertarian Communists" (the 
title used by those who identify with it). All 
quotations, unless otherwise noted, are from 
the Platform [the text is available online at 
http://flag.blackened.net/revolt/platform/plat_ 
preface.html]. 

(4) The Question of the Revolutionary 
Anarchist Organization, position of the 
Groupe Emile-Henry (NEFAC-Quebec), see 
http://(www3.sympatico.ca/emile.henry/orge 
h.htm for a French version. 

(6) The Question of the Revolutionary 
Anarchist Organization; Groupe Emile-Henry 











A new wave of radicalization is spreading 
around the world. Federations of anarchists 
are being organized in the U.S and Canada, 
and in other countries. The "platformist" cur- 
rent within international anarchism, with its 
emphasis on the need for anarchists to 
organize themselves, is having worldwide 
effects. In these conditions, it is not surpris- 
ing that there should be an interest in the last 
major attempt to build an anarchist federa- 
tion in North America: the Love and Rage 
Revolutionary Anarchist Federation (L&R). 
Founded in 1989, it lasted to 1998, almost 
ten years, with branches in Mexico (Amor y 
Rabia) and in English-speaking Canada. 

It came out of a very amorphous anarchist 
movement, whose main continental organi- 
zation had been almost yearly "gatherings". 
In various cities around the U.S. and 
Canada, anarchists would get together, 
attend workshops, talk with each other, eat 
vegetarian food, play together, engage in 
“pagan rites", and then go home. Decisions 
were not made and lasting structures were 
not set up. 

In this milieu, a minority began to call for 
the establishment of a continental anarchist 
newspaper. There were, of course, already a 
small number of anarchist periodicals, each 
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expressing the views of the individual or 
small group which put it out. The idea was for 
a newspaper which reflected the views of a 
continental body of supporters, who existed 
to participate in putting it out and distributing 
it. The supporters of the "newspaper proj- 
ect" soon realized that this implied some sort 
of organization. 

People of various backgrounds and anar- 
chist persuasions met to establish the Love 
and Rage Federation. A key role was played 
by a group from Minneapolis, Minnesota, 
calling itself the Revolutionary Anarchist 
Bowling League (RABL or "rabble"). Another 
group came from the former Revolutionary 
Socialist League (RSL). This was a group 
which had evolved from Trotskyism to anar- 
chism. The RSL (of which | was a member) 
had never regarded the state-capitalist 
Soviet Union as a "degenerated workers" 
State, as did orthodox Trotskyists. It had 
interpreted Marxist orthodoxy in the most lib- 
ertarian manner possible, such as empha- 
sizing Marx's writings on the Paris 
Commune, or Lenin's State and Revolution. 
When this became impossible to continue, it 
moved toward anarchism. The RSL officially 
dissolved at the time of the founding of Love 
and Rage; most ex-members leaving poli- 
tics. Some of us became involved in the set- 
ting up of the L&R and its newspaper, which 
was also called 'Love and Rage'. 

Love and Rage was distinguished from 
most of the anarchist movement in a few 
important ways. First, obviously, was the 
very idea that anarchists should form an 
organization, and, related to that, should put 
out a newspaper. These concepts were vig- 
orously, not to say viciously, denounced by 
many in the anarchist movement. A relative- 
ly prominent anarcho-syndicalist came to 
the founding meeting only to denounce the 
very idea of founding an organization. The 
anarcho-primitivist Fifth Estate denounced 
L&R from the beginning. Many others 
agreed that it was wrong of anarchists to 
form organizations, or at least to form organ- 
izations beyond the local level. There was a 
widespread suspicion that the ex-members 
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of the ex-RSL were really doing a Trotskyist 
'entry, worming their way into the anarchist 
movement in order to emerge with a new 
and larger Leninist party. Considering the 
course of events, this was quite ironic. 
However, the issue of organization. was 
never quite settled. 
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There was a constant tension in the fed- 
eration over how far to go in unifying and 
coordinating it. A large minority broke off 
because they really wanted a loose "net- 
work", not a more coordinated federation. 
Over time, this continued to be an issue. Due 
to its decentralized heritage, people were 
chosen for positions on the basis of geogra- 
phy, not politics. The continental committee 
which made decisions between conferences 
was picked this way. So was the smaller 
body which coordinated between that com- 
mittee's meetings. Influential people were 
often left out of these bodies, in the hope that 
this would prevent the formation of a ‘leader- 
ship’, but instead (of course), the real leader- 
ship was kept informal and undemocratic. 

Editorial decisions for the continental 
paper were not made by any politically 
responsible body, but by the production 
crew. This was composed of random people 
who volunteered and lived in the city where it 
was put out. At the same time, L&R was 
never a real federation, because it never had 
more than a few real local groups. Mostly it 
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had about 200 members scattered through- 
out North America. There were a few sig- 
nificant collectives in a few cities, and 
many individuals who were willing to dis- 
tribute the paper. 

Besides being pro-organization, the other 
distinctive feature of the L&R was its left- 
wing focus. It was for the struggles of the 
oppressed. It supported national liberation 
struggles (although there was tension over 
attitudes towards the nationalist leadership 
of such struggles). It supported women's lib- 
eration, queer liberation, struggles of prison- 
ers, of poor people, of youth, and of African- 
Americans. This may seem obvious, but 
much of the anarchist movement denounced 
this as too "left". The left was seen as old-hat 
and out dated. This was the explicit concep- 
tion of the primitivists. Even among anar- 
chists who were consciously leftist, such as 
anarcho-syndicalists, many were for work- 
ers’ struggles but did not support national lib- 
eration wars or women's struggles. Too 
many of these rejected non-working class 
struggles as irrelevant diversions. 





Aside from that, there was little theoret- 
ical agreement among L&R members and 
little effort to develop a theoretical pro- 
gram. Their theory, or program, was some- 
thing vaguely called, ‘revolutionary anar- 
chism'. That is, we were anarchists who 
were "for" revolution. This distinguished us 
from pacifist anarchists and reformist anar- 
chists, but otherwise was not too specific. 
L&R was against capitalism, but would not 
commit itself to ‘socialism’, which was 
associated with State ownership. 





There were different views on other 
issues, such as African-American liberation. 
A minority was for the Race Traitor program: 
racism was the main issue in the U.S.; every- 
thing else was secondary; white anarchist 
should not raise their views in the African- 
American community. Other people had other 
views which also revolved around similar 
white-liberal guilt feelings. The problem was 
not so much this or that opinion on any par- 
ticular topic but the lack of a serious attempt 
to study past theory and to develop it further. 
From the beginning there were people who 
regarded any attempt to root L&R in anarchist 
tradition was something "cold". There were 
no required readings for all members nor reg- 
ular study classes. Even by the end, there 
were people who insisted that theory was 
something which they would develop out of 
their experience. Theory is, ultimately, noth- 
ing but the codification of many peopie's 
experience. But this approach meant con- 
stantly reinventing the wheel, and repeating 
previous generation's errors. However, it is 
not surprising that U.S. anarchists should 
have followed the empiricism and crude 
pragmatism of U.S. political culture. 

The organization had an empirical ‘laun- 
dry list' of good causes it was for (such as 
women's liberation, queer liberation, prison 
abolition, and so on). It tried to work out a 
better, more thorough and lengthy, program. 
For years, at the conferences, it discussed 
parts of an improved program. But this 
process was inconsistent. By the time L&R 
dissolved, the program was still unfinished. 
Ron Tabor, an ex-member of the old RSL, 
tried to do serious theoretical work. He 
sought to rethink the meaning of Marxism 
from an anarchist perspective. While his pre- 
vious pamphlet, A Look at Leninism, was 
widely distributed, the organization stopped 
publishing his articles critiquing Marxism in 
the newspaper. People just weren't interest- 
ed enough, they said. 

Nevertheless, good work was done. A 
small number of real collectives existed and 
were tied together throughout North 
America. A real effort was made to support a 
Mexican group in producing a Spanish paper 
and literature. 

We organized important U.S. support for 
the Zapatista rebellion (although politically 
this never went beyond being radical cheer- 
leaders, instead of discussing the possibili- 
ties of a Mexican revolution). A continental 
anarchist paper was produced for nine 
years, On a more-or-less monthly basis. 
Some activities were done on a federation- 
wide basis, including participating in several 
national U.S. demonstrations. 

However from the beginning there had 
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been certain undemocratic aspects of what 
many members meant by ‘revolutionary 
anarchism’. One was a widespread sympa- 
thy for Leninist-Stalinist movements of the 
‘60s and '70s. Many members admired the 
Weatherpeople, the German Red Army 
Faction, the Black Liberation Army, and other 
groups who wanted to create revolutionary 
dictatorships over the mass of people. The 
very last L&R issue included a very favorable 
article about imprisoned members of the 
Weatherpeople, titled, Enemies of the State. 
lt would have been better titled, Enemies of 
This State, Friends of a New State. 

The other undemocratic weakness was 
the lack of interest in, or orientation to, the 
North American working class. At most there 
was a patronizing acceptance that some of 
us were interested in workers as workers. As 
an influential member told me, workers did 
not identify as workers. When a major stu- 
dent strike broke out in New York City public 
colleges, our members did excellent work in 
organizing and leading it ("leading" in a non- 
authoritarian way). But they sneered at the 
idea of orienting the student struggle toward 
the workers (who, at the time were also 
struggling against the city government over 
comparable issues). 

Later, our Detroit members got involved in 
support work for the striking newspaper work- 
ers. Our people put out a flyer raising the 
general strike. L&R people in New York did 
not want to cover this in the continental paper. 
One member asked if the 'general strike' was 
a "Trotskyist idea", so little did they know 
anarchist and anarcho-syndicalist history. 

Ultimately contempt for the workers, their 
organizations (unions), and their struggles, 
must be undemocratic. It leads to a view that 
a little group of young radicals, mostly col- 
lege students and ex-students from the mid- 
dle classes, can transform society by them- 
selves - without going deep into the working 
class and the oppressed sections of society. 
This is consistent with an identification with 
radical Stalinism. 

A final conflict broke out during the last 
two years of L&R. Chris Day, a founder and 
influential member (that is, a "leader") had 
concluded that it was time to abandon anar- 
chism. He told people informally that we had 
reached the limits of the anarchist "milieu" 
and it was time to move on. He wrote a 
paper on The Historical Failure of 
Anarchism, emphasizing the programmatic 
weaknesses of anarchism. He declared that 
no revolution could succeed without a cen- 
tralized, regular army and a revolutionary 
state. A group formed around him, particu- 
larly of people who had never had to chose 
between anarchism and authoritarian 
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Marxism. Although 
they suddenly dis- 
covered the value of 
the international 
working class, their 
new-found Marxism 
was not of any of the 
libertarian or human- 
istic varieties 
(autonomes, council 
communism, CLR 
James, Eric Fromm, 
Hal Draper, etc.). It 
was Maoism - one of 
the most Stalinist, 
authoritarian, ver- 
sions. 

A small number of 
us began to resist, at 
first by writing count- 
er documents. We Byes 
were mostly, but not ss 
entirely, former members of the 
were mostly older than the average member. 
What was upsetting and confusing to us was 
that most L&R members did not react to the 
dispute. They stayed out of it. This nonreac- 
tion was helped by the neo-Maoists' maneu- 
ver of rarely stating openly that they rejected 
anarchism. Instead the group talked around 
this. They made hints, and then denials, and 
then direct statements, and then withdraw the 
Statements. If people wanted to ignore the 
issue, it was made easy for them. We, the 
group that said there was a crisis, were treat- 
ed as troublemakers. 

As we saw it, the issue was the rejection 
of anarchism for Marxism-Leninism-Maoism. 
We were accused of being dogmatic, not 
active enough, being troublemakers, wrong 
on any number of other issues, and so on. 
There is a myth in the present anarchists 
movement that L&R collapsed due to weak- 
ness over African-American liberation. This 
was never a major dispute inside the organ- 
ization, although perhaps it should have 
been. It was raised at the last minute, the 
main supporter of Race Traitor politics bloc- 
ing with the Maoist faction. But it was never 
the issue in the faction fight, that being anar- 
chism versus Maoism. 

Behind the fight and then collapse of Love 
and Rage was broader historical trends. 
About the same time that L&R dissolved, our 
Mexican section also came apart. The 
Quebecois network which had put out the 
anarchist Demanarchie also broke down. And 
the British group, the Class War Federation, 
also dissolved. While there were specific 
issues in each case, behind them all was the 
long lull in the broader movement. People 
were discouraged. In our case, anyway, peo- 
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ple were looking for 
some alternative. 

Marxism had 
been discredited by 
the collapse of the 
Soviet Union, and 
the officially pro- 
market turn of the 
Chinese. But it still 
had the attraction of 
its history of revolu- 
tions and its vast 
amount of theoreti- 
cal work, unlike 
anarchism. It was, 
and still is, a real 
pole of attraction for 
many. 

L&R had a brief 
meeting to formally 
dissolve the federa- 
tion. The Maoist 
group, and those it had attracted, formed 
Fire By Night, for a short time. Soon they 
were to dissolve into the Leninist milieu. Our 
group has put out the anarchist journal, The 
Utopian (http://www.utopianmag.com). 
Otherwise individuals have continued to 
engage in the anarchist movement in various 
ways. Within two to three years of L&R dis- 
solution, there was a large upturn in the 
anarchist movement, but there was no conti- 
nental anarchist federation to participate in it. 


Lessons of the 
Love and Rage Federation 


When | think over my experiences in L&R 
(as well as earlier experiences), | reach the 
following three main conclusions: 


(1) There is a need to balance activism 
with theory. An activists' program needs to 
be based on a theory of the world, what 
Causes oppression, what would liberation 
mean, what sectors of society can overturn 
oppression, and what can we do to help 
them to move toward liberation. Otherwise 
we are just actively jumping around. If anar- 
chists are not to be outdone (once again) by 
the Marxists and other authoritarians, we 
have to know what we are doing. Not that 
every member of an anarchist federation has 
to fully agree with the same ideas, but there 
needs to be a core of members with a com- 
mon approach. This does not mean that we 
can do nothing without a full-grown theory. 
Unlike the Marxists, we do not have a set of 
sacred books to learn from. But as we par- 
ticipate in struggles, anarchists should be 
simultaneously working on theory. There 


The Northeastern Anarchist 


should be study groups, a common set of 
readings, and a lively theoretical journal. 


(2) There needs to be an orientation to the 
working class. This is not only for theoretical 
but for strategic reasons. There is no other 
Oppressed group which has the potential 
ability to shut down capitalist society - and to 
Start it up again. Only workers - as workers - 
can do this. No other grouping is oppressed 
at the heart of the process of production or 
has the self-interest to create a classless 
society. This was the insight of anarcho-syn- 
dicalism. 

Anarchists must continue to participate in 
and champion the struggles of women, 
queers, of oppressed races and nations. 
Their oppression is as real as that of workers. 
Their movements are as essential for libera- 
tion. But just as their issues must be raised in 
the class struggle, so the class struggle must 
be raised in them. This means participation 
in workplace concerns. We need to develop a 
serious and positive view of unions, and a set 
of tactics for dealing with them. 


(3) There is a need for a democratic 
organization of revolutionary anarchists - if 
we are not (once again) to be outorganized 
by the Marxists. There can be no abstractly 
preordained structure for such a democratic 
Organization, except that it be democratic. 
Much depends on the circumstances. The 
principle is that it should be as decentralized 
and directly democratic as possible but as 
centralized and coordinated as is minimally 
necessary. This is not a party, which is an 
organization for taking power (by election, or 
by control of a revolution). This is an instru- 
ment for participation in popular struggles 
and for encouraging the people to take over 
themselves. An anarchist organization is part 
of the process of popular self-organization, 
not its opposite. But, as is said in the 
Organizational Platform of Libertarian 
Communists, it needs some personnel cho- 
sen by the membership. They should be 
elected on the basis of their politics, not their 
personalities or their locations. | believe it is 
essential for such a democratic, program- 
matic body to be elected to oversee publica- 
tions, and other literature, as well as to do a 
certain minimal amount of coordination and 
reacting to emergencies. 

All these points are controversial among 
anarchists. But | have seen, all too often, the 
victory of the authoritarians, statists, and 
Marxists, over the anarchists and libertarian 
socialists. We have a chance to change that 
awful history, if we are prepared for it. 





The Practice of Direct Action: 


The Barcelona Rent Strike of 1931 


Conventionally, the image given of the 
path taken by the Spanish anarcho-syndi- 
calist union, the CNT, following the estab- 
lishment of a democratic republic in April 
1931 has been, put very broadly, that 
almost from the inauguration of the new 
regime it came under the domination, par- 
ticularly in Catalonia, of the most intransi- 
gent wing of anarchism, organized in the 
Iberian Anarchist Federation (FAI). This 
sought immediate confrontation with the 
regime, launching a wave of maximailist, 
purely ideologically motivated, insurrec- 
tionary activism, without any intermediate 
objectives, a round of ‘mindless revolution- 
ism’ that served only to destabilize the 
Republic and fritter away the strength of 
the CNT itself. No clear explanation is gen- 
erally given of the process through which 
these radical elements came to the fore in 
what was an open, mass organization and 
in which, as several recent writers have 
pointed out, a great many of the member- 
ship were not by any means committed 
anarchists, it frequently being suggested 
that this was due to internal organizational 
machinations or fortuitous circumstances 
rather than to any more direct appeal to 
any section of the working class. 

This image carries with it several 
assumptions. One is that the Republic of 
1931 was indeed a genuinely democratic 
regime that did offer adequate means of 
expression for legitimate grievances, 
against which radical anarchists, without 
any previous provocation, launched actions 
of a kind that no government could be 
expected to tolerate, and which left the gov- 
ernment with no alternative but to take 
repressive measures against the CNT. 
Another idea implied by this argument is 
that radical anarchism consisted entirely of 
an inflexible, purist ideology, a vaguely mys- 
tical ‘Idea’ still heavily imbued with millenar- 
lanism, in many ways unchanged since the 
introduction of anarchism into Spain in the 
1860s and lacking, above all, any sense of 
development, any sense of strategy or tac- 
tics, and any concern for immediate, practi- 
cal needs and aims. Often allied with this 
image is the argument that, in order to 
explain the apparent anomaly of the 
strength of anarchism in industrial 





Catalonia, stresses the stagnation and 
immobility of the Spanish economy, includ- 
ing Catalan industry, and of rural Spain, sug- 
gesting that anarchism in the cities was sim- 
ply carried over from a backward country- 
side, as something of a survival of pre- 
industrial forms of conflict. 

These ideas seem to put forward a vision 
of new migrants into the city, and of the 
Catalan working class in general, whenever 
they were identified with anarchism, as 
being peculiarly inflexible and predeter- 
mined; that is, to suggest that, rather than 
develop their forms of organization and 
action in accordance with experience and 
circumstances, they were liable to react 
only in largely unreflecting manner and in 
terms of pre-existing, near-atavistic preju- 
dices and fixed ideas. Conversely, it is 
rarely ever suggested that any of these 
modes of action could have formed part of 
attempts to respond imaginatively and 
dynamically to the practical demands of an 
urban environment. 

However, over and above the more 
apparent weaknesses in these arguments - 
notably the fact that only a very small pro- 
portion of the migrants into Barcelona came 
from the heartlands of rural anarchism in 
western Andalusia - a closer examination of 
the record of the CNT reveals that in fact 
both the theory, and, more importantly, the 
practice of all sectors of the CNT were in 
continual evolution; and that, alongside the 
more familiar preoccupation with ideology, 
a constant effort was made by different 
groups of union militants not only to build 
up revolutionary movements but also, 
simultaneously, to come to terms with a rap- 
idly changing social situation and respond 
to the apparent needs of the working class. 
In this essay, | shall deal with one example 
of this effort, in an area that was a primary 
social problem in Barcelona in the 1930s, 
housing, which was of equal importance in 
the developing relationship between the 
Republic and the mass base of the CNT. In 
order to understand this process it is first 
necessary to look at the development of 
Barcelona in the first thirty years of this cen- 
tury. 

Far from being a period of continuing 
stagnation and backwardness, that between 
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1910 and 1930 was one of enormous 
change in Spain, and intensive urbanization. 
In only fifteen years, between 1915 and 
1930, the population of Barcelona, in partic- 
ular, officially increased by some 62%, and 
during the 1920s the city was one of the 
fastest growing in Europe. This rapid change 
was an integral part of the social and political 
crisis that would reach its climax in the Civil 
War of 1936. 

The increase in the population of 
Barcelona was principally caused by two 
great waves of immigration, the first of which 
was associated with the boom set off by the 
First World War. The war opened up enor- 
mous possibilities for the Spanish economy 
and stimulated an almost unprecedented 
wave of industrial expansion. At the same 
time, however, this sudden acceleration in 
the economy had a tremendous destabilizing 
effect on the whole country, producing mas- 
sive inflation, rising far in advance of wages, 
that made life intolerable for large sections of 
the rural population and set in motion migra- 
tion to the cities in numbers that, despite the 
boom, still exceeded the capacity of industry 
to absorb them. Industrial expansion slowed 
down after the war, but, nevertheless, this 
exodus continued. In the case of Barcelona, 
which during the 1920s became the largest 
city in Spain, this second wave of immigra- 
tion was attracted less by any industrial 
growth than by the massive public works 
projects associated with the International 
Exhibition of 1929. 

Hence, while the official bodies occupied 
themselves in the building of the monuments 
and parks of the Exhibition and of an urban 
infrastructure conceived only as great 
avenues and transport systems, they did 
nothing to provide housing for the masses of 
immigrants who would come to build them. 
The only official initiative in this field was the 
four groups of so-called 'Cheap houses’, 
2,229 in total, which were by no means suf- 
ficient to satisfy the demand and were in any 
case, according to the future Republican 
Mayor of Barcelona, no more than a repro- 
duction ‘in reinforced concrete of the primi- 
tive shack'. In consequence, the rapid 
growth of the city was accompanied by an 
acute housing crisis, in which the condition 
of housing available in Barcelona to the 
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working class degenerated, while its price 
spiralled. In the absence of official initiatives 
the provision of housing was carried out by 
private landlords, and, particularly, by the 
great many small landlords. Despite the 
vastly increased demand for housing, such 
small landlords disposed of very little capital 
with which to build, and the result was the 
appearance of an enormous amount of 
unplanned, substandard housing. 

This new housing took various forms. 
One of the first manifestations of the hous- 
ing crisis was the spread of the shanty 
towns. In 1922, the then 
Director of the Municipal 
Hygiene Institute, Dr. 
Pons Freixa, counted 
3,008 shanties in 
Barcelona, with 15,552 
inhabitants. The majori- 
ty of these shanties 
were not built by the 
inhabitants themselves, 
nor were they occupied 
for free; around 
Barcelona there was 
very little land without an owner, and rent 
nearly always had to be paid for shanties, 
no matter what their condition might be. In 
addition, Pons Freixa denounced the 
appearance of shanty ‘industrialists', who 
rented plots of land to build shacks and let 
them out at abusive rents, making ‘an 
almost always usurious profit'. This ‘indus- 
try' was not a matter of a few speculators, 
since massive profits could be made with 
only limited capital, an ‘endless number' of 
people had entered into it including many 
‘of very modest condition’. 

With this pressure on housing, and the 
lack of effective legal controls under the 
Dictatorship, an increase in the price of 
housing was inevitable. After the inflationary 
period of the war, working class wage levels 
were more or less stable during the 1920s. 
Thus, in 1930 the average daily wage for a 
manual worker continued to be around 10 
pesetas, as it had been for most of the 
decade. Similarly, most retail prices, having 
fallen somewhat from their peak reached at 
the highpoint of inflation, remained relatively 
stable during this period. Rents, on the other 
hand, registered an increase of between 
50% and 150%. 

Everything seems to confirm that there 
had been a massive increase in rents, 
despite the theoretical validity of the Rent 
Decree of 1920, which authorized only 
increases of 10% for each period of five 
years since 1914. Indeed, it can be seen that 
housing, previously relatively cheap, had 
come to be a major problem in the working 






class budget; at the same time, there had 
been a sizeable increase in the relative of 
those of the lower middle class with urban 
property, a fact that had great potential con- 
sequences for social relations. 

In addition, it should be pointed out that 
a situation like this gave ample room for 
abuses of all kinds. The rents of shanties 
were not subject to any market logic, and 
much less to any legal norms, but were 
determined entirely by the ambition of the 
landlords, since the desperation of the ten- 
ants obliged them to accept anything that 


“The leading syndicalist Joan Peiro criticized the 
organization's excessive dependence on indus- 
trial strikes and urged that it should establish 
district committees' to organize action around 
any matter of concern to the working class, not 
just labor questions, so that direct action could 
become ‘mass action’ and a universal form 
of social agitation and organization.” 


was Offered. Also, entirely illegal evictions 
were carried out, either by simple force or 
with the connivance of local officials. To 
give only one example, in 1933 a public 
health official wrote that in Barcelona some 
20,000 dwellings lacked running water 
because ‘miserly’ landlords refused to con- 
nect it, despite the fact that this had been 
obligatory in the Municipal Regulations 
since 1891, and that this was one of the 
main reasons why typhoid fever was still 
endemic in the city. In effect, it would 
appear that large part of the working class 
housing of Barcelona functioned within the 
black economy, and that the inoperative- 
ness of legal controls was virtually the norm 
in working class districts. 

The response that the elements of the 
CNT gave to this situation should be consid- 
ered in the context of the widespread aware- 
ness in the movement that in the years lead- 
ing up to the coup d' etat of 1923 they had 
entered into a dead end. On the one hand, 
the CNT had achieved the primary objective 
of any syndicalist movement, that of mobiliz- 
ing a majority of the working class, becoming 
by far the largest such movement in the 
world. However, the militant unionism of 
those years had ended in a spiral of vio- 
lence, in which they were always at a disad- 
vantage, while the achievement of wage 
increases had not brought real changes in 
living standards, due to inflation. In addition, 
there was also a strong awareness among 
many militants that the movement had not 
been able to go beyond a purely labor con- 
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text and extend its influence to other areas of 
society. On the contrary, a great part of even 
the union base of the CNT had been 
reduced to the level of passive spectators as 
the organization had become locked into a 
desperate, exhausting struggle involving 
only the most dedicated militants against the 
police and gunmen of the right, and its 
strength had been withered away. However 
heroic, the results of such a struggle, either 
in purely practical terms or for the building up 
of a genuinely participatory social move- 
ment, were seen to be simply not proportion- 
al to the prodigious effort 
involved. The 1920s 
were years of intense 
debate among sectors of 
the CNT as they strug- 
gled to remedy the, evi- 
dent weaknesses of the 
movement. 

One aspect of these 
debates, the most famil- 
iar, was the in many 
ways theoretical dispute 
between, broadly, the 
‘syndicalist' and 'radical anarchist' wings of 
the CNT, as they each strove to give a par- 
ticular orientation to the organization, or 
more precisely to prevent it from being con- 
trolled by the other tendencies that they 
considered to be harmful deviations. 

Another, however, was the concern, 
seen among militants in all the main ten- 
dencies, to find new methods, more broad- 
ly based than those of straightforward 
industrial conflict, that would, within a liber- 
tarian structure, increase the movement's 
effectiveness, its implantation in society, 
and its resilience before repression. This 
concern led to considerable discussion of 
the nature of one of the basic principles of 
the CNT, that of direct action, and of the 
need to extend its practice in order for the 
workers’ movement to become a genuine 
alternative system of social organization 
capable of dealing independently with all 
kinds of social problems. An open letter 
sent by a number of radical anarchists held 
in Barcelona prisons in 1925 spoke of the 
need for anarchist ideas to leave the 
‘abstractions of thought’ and be given 
immediate practical form in the agitation of 
the movement. 

From another wing of the CNT, the lead- 
ing syndicalist Joan Peiro criticized the 
organization's excessive dependence on 
industrial strikes and urged that it should 
establish ‘district committees’ to organize 
action around any matter of concern to the 
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working class, not just labor questions, so 
that direct action could become 'mass 
action’ and a universal form of social agita- 
tion and organization. 

In practical terms this concern was reflect- 
ed in a belief that the movement should try to 
give answers to all the urgent problems of 
the working class, of which, it was generally 
agreed, housing was one of the most acute. 
This attitude was expressed soon after the 
Berenguer government, appointed after the 
fall of Primo de Rivera in January 1930, per- 
mitted the re-emergence of the CNT. Shortly 
after the reappearance of the Barcelona 
CNT newspaper, Solidaridad Obrera, in 
September the same year, an article 
announced a forthcoming campaign on 
rents. The imbalance between earnings and 
what was indispensable to live was unbear- 
able, and in this the primary factor was that 
of rents, which had reached intolerable lev- 
els. Despite this, however, the subject was 
hardly spoken of, and it was necessary to 
expose it, because there was no other ques- 
tion that could be of so much interest to so 
many families, including many of the lower 






















Mass meeting of the 


were usually opposed to the workers' organ- 
ization. In order to defend both workers and 
the people in general, the paper was going 
to launch a campaign of denunciation of 
housing abuses. It was temporarily banned 
shortly afterwards, however, and this cam- 
paign did not materialize. 

Nevertheless, in the succeeding months 
there were more indications of this concern. 
Thus, in January 1931 another article said, 
referring to the established practices of the 
workers' movement, that 'we have tried to 





put up dykes against the exploitation of the 
producers, but we have almost entirely for- 
gotten to combat exploitation in the field of 
consumption’. It went on to describe how 
building and property produced profit far 
superior to those of industry, and how rents 
consumed a third of earnings. 'We believe, ' 
it said, ‘that there is a magnificent field for 
action here; great masses of the popula- 
tion, indifferent to the struggles carried on 
by the unions and often enemies of union 
demands when these make themselves felt 
through prolonged strikes, would under- 
Stand actions of this kind and unite their 
voice of protest to ours. 

In early 1931 there were already local 
tenants’ movements in some districts of 
Barcelona. The general protest movement, 
however, came out of a meeting of the CNT 
Construction Workers' Union of April 12, 
1931, the same day as the municipal elec- 
tions that would bring in the Republic. 
There, Arturo Parera, a building worker and 
radical anarchist, proposed the creation of 
the ‘Economic Defense Commission of the 
Construction Union’, which would study ‘the 
expense that corresponds to each worker 

occas ; for the wage 
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expanded to 
include the other 
=== unions and to deal 
> with other prob- 
lems as well as 
rents. Among its 
ee first members 
ne =i were Parera and 
arcelona, 1931 Santiago Bilbao, 
who would become the most visible figures 
of this movement. Immediately afterwards 
came the proclamation of the Republic, 
something that caught most of the CNT and 
many of the Republicans themselves by 
surprise. Here it is necessary to point out 
that the Republic, after fifty years of agita- 
tion in which it had always signified the 
opposition to the dominant regime, aroused 
expectations among the working and lower 
middle classes that were as broad as they 
were ill-defined, and the general assump- 
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tion was that, even if it were not a regime of 
total equity, it would at least bring an end to 
repression and permit the free expression 
of popular discontents. Moreover, these 
expectations had been encouraged to the 
maximum over the preceding month by 
republican politicians, and by none more so 
than by the Catalan Republican Left, the 
Esquerra Republicana, absolute victors of 
the elections in Catalonia, whose propa- 
gandists had presented a prospect of 
sweeping change following a change in 
regime. In a society that was traditionally 
heavily authoritarian, something that had 
been only been accentuated by seven 
years of dictatorship, the apparent break- 
down in the structure of authority produced 
a general outburst of accumulated social 
resentments. ; 

For the unions, this meant a massive 
intensification in their activities. In only one 
month, May 1931, 105,000 new members 
were admitted into the Catalan region of the 
CNT, and, on May 28, Solidaridad Obrera 
said that 'the unions have been taken by 
assault by the workers', who sought imme- 
diate solutions to their problems. A wave of 
strikes began that, continually increasing in 
intensity, overflowed from union structures 
and escaped from the control of union com- 
mittees. The rent campaign was to take 
place within this atmosphere of generalized 
agitation, and the repression it attracted 
was also part of the general 'restoration of 
authority’, a phrase that would become an 
authentic fetish for the respectable classes 
and press at this time. 

The Economic Defense Commission of 
the Construction Union first presented its 
basic demand, for a 40% reduction in rents, 
to the public in the massive CNT meeting 
held on May 1. However, the real launching 
of the campaign came in three articles that 
appeared in Solidaridad Obrera on May 12, 
13, and 15. 

The announcement of the campaign, the 
first article said, had aroused a great deal of 
expectation among the working class, but there 
was considerable confusion about what exact- 
ly they were proposing. There was, it went on, 
a general desire for immediate material 
improvements, which, while entirely compre- 
hensible, could make people act in unthinking 
and unproductive ways. It was necessary to 
find a means of organizing action to secure 
these immediate needs that was in accor- 
dance with the principles and organization of 
the CNT and which would enable the people to 
resolve, effectively and by their own actions, 
their most urgent problems, which were, the 
Commission believed, unemployment, the cost 





of housing, and the 
cost of food. 
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just an act of protest or of revolutionary 
provocation, but would be genuinely 
designed to achieve its declared objective to 
oblige contractors to put into circulation the 
capital they had lying idle, thus increasing 
demand and reactivating the economy. This 
would not suppose any fundamental break 
with the capitalist economy, if those newly 
arrived in power were prepared to act with 
energy and goodwill. 

On rents, the Commission presented the 
grounds for their demand of a 40% reduc- 
tion, explaining how landlords had taken 
advantage of the housing crisis to increase 
their return on capital, they claimed, 
between 8% and 16%, and how one of the 
major causes of Spanish economic stagna- 
tion was the high proportion of capital 
retained in non-productive sectors such as 
property. On food prices, they proposed the 
formation of local defense groups, through 
which the working class could control prices 
directly, imposing reasonable prices and 
exposing speculators. 

By achieving these minimum demands, 
people would improve their own situation at 
the same time as they learned how to 
organize themselves through the actual 
practice of direct action, until such time as 
they were able to carry out the hoped-for 
total change’. This would come ‘when we 
understand that we are in a condition to 
assume this responsibility. That is, it was 
implicitly accepted that a revolution was not 
immediately practicable. The important 
thing, however, was that people should get 
used to self-organization and to solving 
their own problems. While this would nec- 
essarily produce conflicts, these did not 
have to cause insuperable problems with 
the Republic, if this was truly a liberal 
regime. The Commission said that 'we will 
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put forward without exaggeration reason- 
able measures for resolving adequately 
whatever matters there are in which the 
sufferings of the people demand rapid solu- 
tion’, and it would be 'madness' if capitalism 
or the State were intransigent before these 
demands. 

It could be alleged that this apparent 
belief in the possibilities of the Republican 
regime was no more than a manipulation on 
the part of some radical anarchists - both 
Bilbao and Parera were prominent members 
of the FAI - who sought out conflicts with the 
object of provoking violent incidents and 
insurrectional actions. This would have been 
peculiarly Machiavellian, given the effort 
expended on the campaign, and was 
emphatically not the attitude of those who 
took part in it at the grassroots. Moreover, if 
one leading radical activist, Juan Garcia 
Oliver, has written that from the first he was 
seeking to provoke as many violent incidents 
as possible so as to destabilize the Republic, 
there is little indication that this was a major- 
ity opinion. Many radical anarchists, includ- 
ing such influential figures as the Urales 
family, felt that the movement was in no state 
to undertake any large-scale initiatives, and 
that its immediate priority was to build up its 
strength and expand. Similarly, they also 
seem to have shared in the expectation that 
the Republic would at least give the CNT 
sufficient room to allow this to take place. 

In their articles the Construction Union 
Commission also said that they were in con- 
tact with the other CNT unions with the 
object of becoming a representative body of 
the whole local organization, and asked that 
sympathizers with the campaign should 
place their names on a register, so that they 
might know how many people they could 
count on. lt was not necessary to be a mem- 
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ber of the CNT. This process of organization 
would last a long time, too long for the 
Commission, but nevertheless they excused 
it by virtue of the overwhelming work of 
reconstruction that at that time was borne by 
all the union committees. This work would be 
lightened, they said, precisely by the defini- 
tive establishment of the Commission, since 
it could take charge of the most immediate 
material questions and leave the committees 
to their more strictly administrative duties. 
Thus, as well as other things, it would con- 
tribute to remedying the growing disorder in 
the organization of the CNT. Again, the atti- 
tude shown by the Commission here con- 
trasts with a commonly presented image of 
radical anarchists in the CNT as being 
unconcerned with organizational problems. 

In the meantime, resistance to landlords 
had begun spontaneously. On May 4, a 
group of workers re-installed an unemployed 
family evicted from a house on the south 
side of Barcelona. Solidaridad Obrera 
applauded this 'generous action'. On June 
23, in Hospitalet, when local people re- 
installed another evicted family, their action 
was ‘greatly discussed’ in the district. The 
number of similar incidents would increase 
in the following weeks. 

The active campaign of the Economic 
Defense Commission, however, began 
with a series of meetings held in all the 
working class districts of Barcelona and 
the surrounding towns at the end of June 
and the beginning of July. In the Barcelona 
district, near the docks, for example, on 
July 1, some 1,500 people heard various 
speakers accuse landlords and traders of 
systematically robbing the people, with the 
complicity of the authorities. According to 
Solidaridad Obrera, the crowd consisted 
predominately of women. Here it is inter- 
esting to point out that, since in Catalonia 
there was a strong tradition that working 
men gave their wages complete to their 
wives, rent paying was generally a 
woman's responsibility, and in fact in all the 
incidents associated with this campaign 
women played a very prominent role. This 
series of meetings culminated in a mass 
rally held on July 5, in the Palace of Fine 
Arts, where the following demands were 
accepted as the basis of the campaign: 


- that the equivalent of an extra 
month's rent demanded by land- 
lords from new tenants as secu- 
rity should be taken as rent, so 
that no more should be paid for 
the month of July; 
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- that after then rent should only 
be paid with a 40% reduction; 

- that the unemployed should not 
have to pay any rent. 


It was also agreed that, if landlords 
refused to accept the reduced rent, tenants 
should declare themselves on rent strike and 
pay nothing, always making clear that they 
did so as part of the general Campaign. At 
the same time, it was also decided that 
action on food prices should be left until after 
the rent question had been solved, while 
unemployment would be better dealt with by 
the individual unions. The work of the 
Commission thus became concentrated 
entirely on the rent Campaign. Their 
demands were quickly made known through 
leaflets distributed in working class districts, 
and it is evident that the response was 
immediate and widespread. 

This provoked an equally 
immediate reaction from the 
principal landlords‘ organization, 
the Chamber of Urban Property. 
First, on July 15, they 
denounced the appearance of 
the Commission's leaflets, Say- 
ing they could not believe the 
CNT was responsible for such a thing, which 
would cause alarm and prejudice the consol- 
idation of the Republic. The following day, 
the President of the Barcelona Chamber, 
Joan Pich i Pon, visited the Civil Governor, 
the appointed official responsible for the 
administration of policing, to inform him of 
the concern that existed and to request the 
support of the authorities. On July 20, an 
assembly was held of all the Chambers of 
Catalonia, at which it is clear that the gener- 
al mood was both highly concerned and 
extremely aggressive. 

Pich and other speakers laid great 
emphasis on the sufferings of small land- 
lords, saying that they were already 
weighed down by taxes, that they were 
workers who had saved a little Capital with 
years of labor, and that in a Republic they 
should be protected by the law. Only the 
courts, they declared, could order reduc- 
tions in rent. It was proposed that the Civil 
Governor be asked not to permit any acts of 
Propaganda for the campaign, as being 
against all social, legal and juridical order’, 
and at the end of the meeting it was agreed 
that a permanent committee be established 
to carry out any actions necessary for the 
defense of property. Also, Pich and a dele- 
gation would go to Madrid to seek the sup- 
port of the central government. 

Already in this assembly one can see 
what was to be the main characteristic of the 






reaction of both the landlords and the author- 
ities. There was not at any time any attempt 
to consider the matter as a social and eco- 
nomic problem for which solutions should be 
sought, but instead it was viewed as a cam- 
paign of delinquency, a violation of the rights 
of property, and so essentially a police prob- 
lem. On July 30, the Chamber's Committee 
requested not only the prohibition of all prop- 
aganda for the rent strike, but also that those 
responsible should be arrested, as would be 
'all those who hold public or private meetings 
to agree together with the object of commit- 
ting crime of any kind'. There was not, there- 
fore, any attempt to negotiate, but only an 
immovable determination to restore social 
discipline. Later in the campaign the 
Economic Defense Commission did propose 
a negotiated solution, but was ignored. 

In the preceding weeks social tensions 


“It was this ability to identify and express widely 
felt needs and feelings that, together with its 
Strong presence at community level, formed the 
basis of the strength of radical anarchism, and 
enabled it to build up a mass base of support.” 


had been intensifying in the whole of Spain. 
On July 6, the national telephone strike, the 
first major confrontation between the CNT 
and the Republican government, had begun. 
More and more clashes occurred between 
union militants and police, and the govern- 
ment returned to the old practice of arresting 
strikers solely on 'government order', without 
any judicial process, fixed sentence, or right 
of appeal. This had always been considered 
one of the most oppressive practices of the 
Monarchy, the disappearance of which, it 
had been reliably assured, would follow 
immediately on the change of regime, and its 
revival had a profound impact among the 
working class. On July 20, in protest at the 
shooting of a striker by police, a general 
strike, which ended in considerable violence, 
was declared in Seville, and Miguel Maura, 
the Interior Minister, was already talking of 
the need to ban the CNT. 

Hence the representatives of the 
Barcelona Chamber of Property found a 
receptive atmosphere in Madrid. Largo 
Caballero, the socialist Labor Minister, said 
he considered the rent campaign ‘absurd’, 
and Maura and Fernando de los Rios, the 
Justice Minister, promised Pich that they 
would give instructions to facilitate the 
rapid processing and carrying out of evic- 
tions of rent strikers. Meanwhile, on July 
22, in Barcelona a bomb exploded in an 
underground telephone line in the center of 
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the city, causing no deaths or injuries but 
considerable damage. Though responsibil- 
ity for the bomb was by no means clear, it 
was immediately attributed to the tele- 
phone strikers. On the same day, the Civil 
Governor, Carlos Espla, prohibited all 
meetings of the telephone union. At the 
same time, however, he also banned a rally 
of the Economic Defense Commission, 
although nothing was said to explain what 
connection they had with the bomb. On 
July 27, the local prosecutor began legal 
action against the Commission's leaflets, 
as 'seditious propaganda'. In effect, from 
this time on the Commission was not per- 
mitted any public propaganda outside of 
the press, and so a good part of the 
Chamber of Property's requests had been 
satisfied almost immediately. 

The Commission, however, responded by 
urging the rent 
strikers not to 
be discouraged 
or be intimidat- 
ed by threats of 
eviction, since, 
they said, they 
had received a 
great deal more 
support than they had expected, and if there 
were enough of them they could flood the 
courts. It is very difficult to estimate the num- 
ber of people who took part in the rent strike. 
Due to the destruction of the Spanish 
records that occurred during the Civil War 
there is very little documentation available. 
The Municipal Courts, responsible for evic- 
tions, do not have any records from the time, 
and the archives of the Chamber of Urban 
Property were destroyed by the revolutionar- 
ies in 1936, something that is itself signifi- 
cant. The Commission said that in July there 
were 45,000, and in August over 100,000 
rent strikers. Even if this is taken to be exag- 
gerated and cut by half, it is still a large num- 
ber in a city of just over one million. The 
extreme reaction of landlords and authori- 
ties, and the memories of the participants, 
suggest that it was very widespread. 

One CNT militant, who then lived in the 
Clot district of Barcelona, remembers that 
the response 'could not have more unani- 
mous’, since the objective was readily under- 
Standable to everybody. According to anoth- 
er, from Hospitalet, at one time 'a large 
majority’ ceased paying. The Commission 
pointed out that strike did not demand the 
terrible sacrifices of industrial Strikes, but 
instead gave people an immediate benefit. 
As Bilbao wrote later of the campaign, even 
if they achieved nothing else, by not paying 
rent for four months the strikers would have 








Saved themselves 12 million pesetas. Hence 
the strike could gain in strength over time, 
rather than exhaust itself. 

From the incidents mentioned in the press 
it appears that the areas where the strike 
was strongest were the outer working class 
districts of Barcelona and those in the sur- 
rounding towns, notable Sants, Poble Nou, 
and Clot in Barcelona, La Torrassa in 
Hospitalet, and Santa Coloma. There were 
rent strikers in all the working class districts 
of Barcelona, however, while some towns 
further away from the city also set up their 
own Economic Defense Commissions. Mass 
meetings having been prohibited, communi- 
cation was maintained between the strikers 
at the district level. 

The Commission had local committees 
in many districts, and it was made known 
that one could go to the local union halls 
and libertarian clubs to find people to help 
in resisting evictions. Often, though, this 
was not really necessary: ‘When something 
was going to happen, we knew by word of 
mouth... All the kids used to go,’ one 
woman remembers. The resistance was 
based in a strong sense of community soli- 
darity. The Commission recommended that 
people should insult and remonstrate with 
the workers who carried out evictions, and 
on August 26, a crowd nearly lynched two 
men who had obeyed the orders of a judge 
to help in clearing a house in Hospitalet. 
Also, people were reminded 'not to aban- 
don those-evicted’. 

According to the CNT militant Severino 
Campos, in cases where tenants could not 
be re-installed the Commission took charge 
of finding them other housing. Here it 
should be remembered that it was already 
tradtional among CNT militants to take in 
others who for one reason or another need- 
ed shelter. 

With this popular base the movement 
proved extremely difficult to suppress. In the 
meantime, the number of incidents at evic- 
tions was increasing. Also, even when evic- 
tions were carried out without problems the 
authorities did not have sufficient forces to 
mount a permanent guard on each vacant 
house, so there was nothing to prevent ten- 
ants being re-installed at a later time. 

From the end of July onwards one does 
not see an official policy towards the strike 
anything more than an even greater 
deployment of repressive measures. On 
July 3, the Assault Guards, the new 
Republican police, intervened in an evic- 
tion for the first time. This repressive policy 
hardened above all after the appointment 
as Civil Governor of conservative lawyer, 
Oriol Anguera de Sojo, on August 3. 






Anguera let it be known that he considered 
the campaign to be simply illegal, and 
would not tolerate it. On August 17, 
Santiago Bilbao was arrested on govern- 
mental order, and was to be held until well 
into 1932. The justification given was that 
he had ridiculed authority by speaking on 
the rent strike at a meeting of the textile 
union, thus evading the prohibition on the 
Commission's own meetings. 

At the time, an increasingly direct 
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role was assumed by the Chamber of Urban 
Property. Its Committee was continually in 
contact with the authorities, and above all 
with the Civil Governor, who promised them 
that all the necessary assistance would be 
given in the evictions. On several occasions 
the Chamber would request and obtain 
police protection even in cases where the 
Municipal Courts did not, and in October 
would establish its own service of men and 
trucks to carry out evictions themselves, 
since the municipal employees whose job it 
was to do them often did not do so because 
they felt intimidated or were themselves 
union members. 

The Defense Commission, for their part, 
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seemed rather surprised by the ferocity of 
the reaction they had provoked, reaffirm- 
ing the realistic nature of their demands 
and indicating a willingness to negotiate 
that contrasted sharply with the intransi- 
gence of landlords and authorities. They 
had wanted, they said, to achieve 'the 
maximum benefit with the minimum of 
effort' and correct the abuses of the 
Dictatorship, but were treated only as 
‘trouble-makers'. As they repeatedly point- 
a | ed out, they were a com- 
mittee of the CNT, a legal 
organization. From early 
August onwards, the 
Commission published a 
series of revelations of the 
tax frauds committed by 
landlords, who, they 
claimed, habitually 
declared in tax only half or 
less of their actual rents, 
which thus could rise 
entirely outside any legal 
control. They had imag- 
ined, they said, that in a 
Republic the law would be 
the same for all, but had 
found that, whereas land- 
lords were allowed to swin- 
dle both their tenants and 
the State, they were 
labeled as criminals simply 
for protesting. 

The Chamber of Urban 
Property naturally denied 
all of these allegations. 
Nevertheless, in the 
administrative section of 
the annual report of the 
Chamber itself for 1932 
there is item which, in 
effect, amply confirms the 
rent strikers' accusations. 
This section, an internal 
document that dealt with 
the collection of the Chamber's own mem- 
bership fees, states that an actual majority 
of landlords made false declarations of 
their properties to the tax and census 
authorities and to the Chamber itself, that 
they gave false identities and tried to con- 
ceal their own addresses, that it was 
‘almost impossible’ to know how many 
properties were held by each landlord, and 
that the information in the majority of rental 
contracts was also false. Once again, 
then, the evasion of legal and fiscal con- 
trols appears to have been virtual standard 
practice among landlords. 
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By late August tension was reaching its 
height between the CNT and the 
Republican authorities in Barcelona, cen- 
tered, particularly, on the emotive issue of 
the prisoners held on governmental order. 
In this situation, of vital importance for the 
future relations between the CNT and the 
regime, the rent strike 
seems to have been 
particularly important. It 
was claimed in 
Solidaridad Obrera at 
the time that Anguera 
de Sojo had said that he 
was prepared to free all 
the ‘governmental’ pris- 
oners except Bilboa. 
Also, in a later state- 
ment justifying his hard 
line, Anguera de Sojo mentioned specifical- 
ly three things which he did not think could 
be tolerated: the use of coercion against the 
freedom of labor, ‘violent campaigns’ like 
‘the offensive to make tenants stop paying 
rent, and the circulation of unauthorized 
leaflets. 

At the end of August the fifty-three CNT 
members in the Barcelona prison declared 
themselves on hunger strike to demand 
the release of those held without trial. This 
led to a riot in the prison on September 2, 
and outside a general strike broke out in 
protest at the treatment of the prisoners. In 
the prevailing atmosphere of tension, it 
ended in violence. Afterwards, even 
stricter restrictions were placed on the 
activities of the CNT, and over three hun- 
dred arrests were made. These new pris- 
oners, virtually all of them held on govern- 
mental order, were, as much as any fixed 
ideological position, to constitute an 
almost insuperable obstacle to any recon- 
ciliation between the CNT and the regime. 

Within the general official hard line, the 
repression of the tenant movement also 
tightened after the September strike. 
Federica Montseny claimed in El Luchador 
that activists involved in the rent campaign 
were arrested on any kind of pretext. More 
police protection was provided at evictions, 
and the police took to breaking or impound- 
ing the belongings of those evicted to pre- 
vent further reoccupations. Also, on October 
2, the Chamber of Property's own trucks 
began operating. Finally, Anguera de Sojo 
demanded the names of the Defense 
Commission from the CNT Local 
Federation, and, when the latter refused to 
cooperate, gave it a heavy fine. From that 
day onwards the Commission could not 
even publish statements in the press, and 
went underground. 





Even so, the strike continued, as resist- 
ance had also hardened. One landlord was 
threatened with pistols at an eviction. In a 
letter to the Interior Minister, the Chamber 
of Urban Property denounced the 'state of 
anarchy’ in the ‘outer districts' of 
Barcelona. In another, this time to the Civil 


“Tt was this ability to identify and 
express widely felt needs and feel- 
ings that, together with its strong 
presence at community level, 
formed the basis of the strength of 
radical anarchism, and enabled it to 
build up a mass base of support.” 


Governor, they described an incident a few 
days previously when, despite the pres- 
ence of the Assault Guards, who were 
there at the request of the Chamber, ‘a 
crowd... of pregnant women and children’ 
had prevented an eviction from being car- 
ried out. The officer commanding the 
Guards had declined to attack the women, 
and the Chamber pointed out to the 
Governor the gravity of the situation for the 
‘principles of authority and the necessity of 
maintaining order’ if the law could be 
ridiculed in this way. This invulnerability of 
women would not last, however. To carry out 
an October 21 eviction in Poble Nou, eighty 
Assault Guards were sent, who closed off 
the street, and when a demonstration of 
women began to form, the Guards charged. 
The eviction was completed. 

What really seems to have broken down 
the strike, however, was the practice of 
arresting tenants who went back into to 
their houses after being evicted, even when 
they claimed not to be responsible for their 
own re-installation. Tenants were easy to 
locate, and once it became clear that the 
authorities were actually prepared to arrest 
them in significant numbers morale seems 
to have sagged. The level of active resist- 
ance fell notably in November. Also, some 
tenants may have been led to abandon the 
strike by the hope that the new Rent 
Decree, of December 1931, would enable 
them to obtain redress through legal 
means, an expectation that would prove to 
be illusionary. The Chamber of Property, in 
any case, felt able to congratulate itself in 
December that the rebelliousness was '‘vir- 
tually terminated’. 

Nevertheless, the strike never entirely 
ended in many districts, but continued in a 
more or less underground form, since the 
non-payment of rent, occasionally leading 
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to violent incidents, would be endemic in 
many areas and a chronic source of con- 
flict throughout the Republican period. This 
was particularly the case in La Torrassa in 
Hospitalet, and in the municipal 'Cheap 
Houses’, both of them major centers of rad- 
ical anarchist influence. Neither was the 
strike a total failure elsewhere, as many 
landlords, unable to carry on without 
receiving any income, had made separate 
agreements with their tenants, conceding 
them a reduction or at least wiping off the 
arrears built up during the strike. As a 
result, many tenants felt they had at least 
won a moral victory. 

The Chamber of Urban Property, for 
their part, did not feel able to relax their 
vigilance and at the end of the year 
announced that, to take advantage.of the 
information acquired during the strike, they 
had made up a register of evicted tenants, 
which all landlords should consult before 
letting property. The register would be kept 
up to date, since the collaboration had 
been secured of the Municipal Courts, 
which would send on details of any new 
eviction cases. 

The anarchist historian Abel Paz believes 
that the popular mobilization begun in the 
rent strike formed the basis for many subse- 
quent anarchist campaigns. Other witness- 
es also remember the strike as being the ini- 
tiation into the anarchist movement for many 
people, above all among the young, who 
would play a major role in the conflict of the 
following years. In all, it presents an image 
of radical anarchism much more complex 
than the conventional one of an unthinking 
‘putschism'. 

In contrast, it appears here as a move- 
ment that, in addition to possessing a revo- 
lutionary ideology, was also capable of 
mobilizing action around objectives firmly 
rooted in the life and conditions of the work- 
ing class. Similar agitation was also under- 
taken, for example, against the suppression 
of street trading, an essential supplement to 
their income for many of the poorer working 
class, and against gas prices. It was this 
ability to identify and express widely felt 
needs and feelings that, together with its 
strong presence at community level, formed 
the basis of the strength of radical anar- 
chism, and enabled it to build up a mass 
base of support. 

Similarly, agitation of this kind can be 
seen not to have been simply the result of a 
hangover of rural ideas and attitudes, but to 
have arisen out of an effort precisely to 
respond, from the position of the poorer 
working class, to the problems experienced 
in the city, and specifically to those created 








by intensive and uncontrolled urbanization 
of the kind that had taken place in 
Barcelona. Equally, ‘direct action' appears 
not as an abstract ideological proposition, 
but as an entirely practical form of action for 
sectors of the working class with urgent 
needs and little hope of obtaining satisfac- 
tion by other means. 

The manner in which this specific cam- 
paign was carried forward also contrasts 
with the established image. There were, 
undoubtedly, many among the different 
groups into which even the radical wing of 
the CNT was divided who were more con- 
cerned with a more abstract form of anar- 
chism. The leading figures in the rent cam- 
paign, nevertheless, who were also, as has 
been said, prominent members of the FAI, 
revealed a clear awareness of a social sit- 
uation, considerable tactical agility and 
flexibility, and a willingness to make use of 
legal channels, such as denunciation of tax 
fraud, when it appeared that they could 
have practical effect. Faced with the con- 
ventional opposition between reformism 
and revolution, they appear, in effect, to 
have put forward a third alternative, seek- 
ing to obtain immediate practical improve- 
ments through the actual development, in 
practice, of autonomous, libertarian forms 
of self-organization, in such a way that 
they would, it was hoped, be beyond the 
power of the structures of the State to 
recuperate them. 

The impact of the rent campaign was all 
the greater because belief in the essential 
justice of its demands was so widely 
shared. The Republic was generally seen 
as a historic opportunity to rectify the injus- 
tices long accumulated under a reactionary 
regime, and in particular to correct the 
abuses of the Dictatorship, an impression 
that had been fully encouraged by the 
Republican politicians. Given these expec- 
tations it was not surprising that the transi- 
tion to a new regime was accompanied by 
a wave of strikes and other agitation, with- 
out any great need for provocation by ideo- 
logical agitators. In Barcelona, it was wide- 
ly recognized that the grossly exploitative 
state of the housing market was one of the 
most scandalous of the abuses of recent 
years, and indeed members of the Catalan 
Republican Left had specifically suggested 
that action in this area would follow rapidly 
upon a change of regime. In the rent cam- 
paign, therefore, anarchist militants were 
organizing not around revolutionary 


demands, but around expectations associ- 
ated with the Republic itself, and among a 
population many of which did not previous- 
ly have any fixed attitude of opposition to 






ANARCHIST HISTORY 





“Faced with the conventional opposition between 
reformism and revolution, they appear, in effect, 
to have put forward a third alternative, seeking to 
obtain immediate practical improvements 
through the actual development, in practice, of 
autonomous, libertarian forms of self-organiza- 
tion, in such a way that they would, it was hoped, 
be beyond the power of the structures of the State 
to recuperate them.” 


the regime. 

The Republican authorities, however, 
showed themselves, inflexible once these 
demands were made. Many tenants evi- 
dently expected some intervention in their 
favor from the Catalan Republican Left. 
However, among the confused ideological 
baggage of even the more reforming ele- 
ments in the party there was a notable 
reluctance to place real restrictions on the 
property of the lower middle class; more 
importantly, among the lower middle class 
base of the party there were many who 
were themselves major beneficiaries of the 
building boom of the preceding years. 

The vague promise of an inter-class 
reformism thus rapidly broke down once 
the contradictions built up in the develop- 
ment of the city began to emerge. If elect- 
ed politicians prevaricated, the juridical 
and police system of the State, on the 
other hand, directed in an entirely tradi- 
tional manner, showed itself to possess 
much greater effective social power. It was 
a traditional liberal criticism of the Spanish 
State machine under the Monarchy that it 
was excessively subservient to oligarchi- 
cal interest groups, simply responding to 
their wishes rather than developing an 
independent policy. In the situation created 
by the Barcelona rent strike, the State 
administration, above all at local level, can 
be seen to have functioned in an essen- 
tially similar manner, its policy consisting 
of little more than placing its forces at the 
disposal of a business organization, the 
Chamber of Urban Property, to restore 
social discipline. 

It should be remembered that the status 
quo with regard to housing in Barcelona 
was one of widespread and near-institution- 
alized illegality, in which the law as a sys- 
tem of regulation of property relations was 
often wholly ineffective, a fact, moreover, 
that was no secret but was frequently 
denounced by many sectors well to the right 
of the CNT. By insisting, in the name of 
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legality, on the overriding priority of social 
discipline, therefore, the State authorities 
were defending this situation and allowing it 
to continue. 

Those who became involved in the rent 
strike and similar campaigns responded to 
the reality of this situation, rather than to the 
ostensible legalism of the Republican 
regime. The frustration of the initial hopes 
of change, and the swift reversion of the 
regime to traditional repressive methods, 
fatally undermined the position of those 
within the CNT who favored a rapproche- 
ment between the union and the Republic 
and, in contrast, raised the standing of rad- 
ical militants, who were identified, among 
other things, as refusing to compromise in 
the defense of interests in every way as 
concrete as those defended by more 'mod- 
erate’ groupings. 

This situation thus provided the natural 
background for a rapid radicalization of the 
poorer working class. In turn, this estab- 
lished a social base for the growth in pres- 
tige of a more defined revolutionary anar- 
chism, found among sectors of the working 
class who came into conflict with the institu- 
tions of the Republic not for purely ideolog- 
ical reasons, but for very practical causes 
based in the inability of these institutions to 
provide constructive solutions to the prob- 
lems created by the rapid economic devel- 
opment of the preceding years. 


Nick Rider gained a PhD from the 
University of Lancaster in 1988 with his 
thesis, Anarchism, Urbanization, and 
Social Conflict in Barcelona, 1900-1932. 
He now works as a freelance researcher 
and translator. The above essay 
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MOVEMENT DEBATE 


from the New Socialist Group... 


Anarchism, Marxism and 
Renewing Socialism From Below 


by Todd Gordon and Jerome Klassen 


Over the last few years there has been an 
increase in the influence of anarchism on the 
left. Anarchism is attractive for a new layer of 
radicalizing activists, especially those work- 
ing within the global justice movement. Many 
young activists are attracted to the anti- 
authoritarian and grassroots inspirations 
they identify with anarchist theory and prac- 
tice. Many of these activists have, in turn, 
injected these same inspirations back into 
their movement work. 

The growth of contemporary anarchism is 
related to the growing anti-capitalist senti- 
ment amongst activists and their commit- 
ment to using more effective means of strug- 
gle. For example, a growing layer of global 
justice activists no longer identifies the 
enemy simply as "globalization" or “corpo- 
rate power” but as "capitalism." At the same 
time, many of these activists have started to 
rely less on symbolic forms of protest and to 
engage instead in forms of struggle that 
build people's capacities to challenge sys- 
temic forms of domination. 





It is in this context that anarchism has re- 
emerged. But like any progressive move- 
ment that seeks to grow and draw more peo- 
ple into its fold, anarchism needs to be 
engaged constantly in a process of critical 
self-examination and dialogue. Indeed, the 
same must be said for the whole of the rev- 
olutionary anti-capitalist left. The New 
Socialist Group, for example, aims to be part 
of such a process of critical self-examination. 
It is only out of such a process that a dynam- 
ic revolutionary politics - for us, a politics of 
“socialism from below" - can be renewed. 
We think a renewed socialism from below 
needs to be informed by the best of Marxism 
and anarchism. 


The Past and the Present 


The history of the relationship between 
anarchism and Marxism has been marked 
by a great deal of hostility. While there is a 
history of differences between Marxism and 
anarchism that should not be obscured, their 
current relationship must be shaped by the 
demands of the present political period. 
Allowing debates over past revolutions to 
consume present discussions does little to 
advance the revolutionary anti-capitalist 
movement. 

Instead, anti-capitalists need to think col- 
lectively and critically about the renewal of a 
revolutionary project. Despite the emer- 
gence of an anti-capitalist sentiment in 
recent years, revolutionary anti-capitalists 
remain a small, though committed, minority 
on the left in most of the so-called 
"advanced" capitalist countries, with scat- 
tered support on some university campuses 
and almost none in workplaces and unions. 
It is with this in mind that dialogue must be 
pursued, and the possibility of common 
activity considered. 

First, we will sketch out a theoretical 
framework for building an anarchist-Marxist 
common front. We have two guiding 
assumptions: first, that the task for anti-cap- 
italists is to build an organised and program- 
matically coherent social opposition to capi- 
tal and to the state; and second, that neither 
the Marxist tradition nor the anarchist tradi- 
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tion has, to date, developed a complete the- 
ory of socialist revolution. Because a future 
revolution will not occur in the same way as, 
for example, the Russian Revolution (1917) 
or the Spanish Revolution (1936), it is our 
task to advance the struggle by creating a 
revolutionary theory, not based on historical 
scenarios, but on present political situations. 
Despite our urge to move forward, however, 
we believe that both the anarchist tradition 
and the Marxist tradition contain important 
insights that must be appropriated if we wish 
to build a larger and more effective anti-cap- 
italist movement. In fact, we contend that the 
development of a larger anti-capitalist move- 
ment critically depends on a synthesis of 
"red" and "black" theory and practice. This 
synthesis could emerge by combining some 
of the key insights developed by both the 
Marxist and the anarchist traditions. 


Learning from Marxism... 


A great strength of the Marxist tradition 
has been its systematic critique of capitalism. 
For Marxists, capitalism is not simply about 
“the right to private property" or about "the 
rule of corporations." While these phenome- 
na exist under capitalism, they must not be 
seen as root causes of the system. As Marx 
revealed, capitalism is based upon a funda- 
mental social relation between workers, who 
are obliged to sell their labour power as a 
commodity on the market, and capitalists, 
who own and control the means of produc- 
tion and who therefore employ wage- labour. 
For Marx, it is this social relation, a relation 
through which capital exploits workers to 
make a profit, which is central to capitalism. 

Clearly, the way in which we understand 
capitalism has political consequences. For 
example, if we theorise capitalism as the 
“right to private property" or "the rule of cor- 
porations," we could then theorize anti-capi- 
talism as being "anti-property" or “anti- cor- 
porate." This kind of analysis and practice 
ignores the exploitative social relations 
between workers and capitalists that lie at 
the heart of capitalism. It therefore ignores 
the political need to organise the working 
class to challenge capitalism. An anti-capi- 
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talist activism informed by Marxism, then, 
recognizes the domination of labour by cap- 
ital as the basis for capitalist exploitation and 
strives to organise the working class to over- 
throw the system. 

A third insight of the Marxist left is the idea 
that radical activists need to form their own 
political organisations. Marxists have shown 
that anti-capitalists need their own organisa- 
tions to develop revolutionary theory, to 
develop strategies for their interventions in 
the daily class struggle, and to expose 
broader layers of the working class to radical 
ideas. Political organising has also helped to 
establish long-term alliances amongst vari- 
ous working-class and social justice organi- 
zations and thus to activate and consolidate 
the critical mass required to launch more 
sustained campaigns against capital and the 
state. Establishing political organizations 
can also improve accountability and demo- 
cratic decision-making amongst activists. If 
these values and results are deemed impor- 
tant, then the new anti-capitalist left should 
start working towards developing more long- 
term and democratic organizations. 

These three ideas - the critique of capi- 
talism, the need for workers’ revolution, and 
the need for radicals to organize themselves 
into political structures - represent three 
insights that Marxism can offer to the anti- 
capitalist movement. 


... and from Anarchism 


Consider, now, three important insights 
developed in the anarchist tradition. First, 
anarchists have correctly insisted that social- 
ists must be against the state. They have cor- 
rectly argued that the hierarchically structured 
Capitalist state cannot be used as an instru- 
ment to liberate the working class from its 
oppression and that as an alternative to par- 
ticipating in states and governments activists 
need to build radical mass movements and 
structures of direct democracy from below. It 
is the construction of these movements and 
alternative institutions (e.g., workers' councils, 
independent media) that provides the basis 
for revolutionary socialist change. 

A second anarchist insight that needs 
highlighting is a dedication to direct action 
politics. Instead of pleading with the state, 
employers, and other representatives of the 
ruling class, anarchists are known for taking 
direct action to win their short-term objec- 
tives. However, as anarchists have demon- 
strated, direct action can win not only short- 
term goals but, when organised with a view 
to building mass movements, it can also help 
to strengthen the capacities and powers of 





the oppressed that will be needed to estab- 
lish a democratic and self-regulating society 
in the future. Direct action thus becomes the 
method for activism because it builds the 
political consciousness and social capacities 
required for creating a self-managing society. 

This commitment to direct action is con- 
nected to the larger anarchist sensitivity 
towards the concrete processes of struggle. 
According to Barbara Epstein, anarchism 
"has brought [to 
movements] an 
insistence on equal- 
ity and democracy, 
a resistance to com- 
promise of principle 
for the sake of politi- 


cal expediency. 
Anarchism has 
been associated 


with efforts to put the values of the move- 
ment into practice and to create communi- 
ties governed by these values. Anarchism 
has also been associated with political the- 
atre and art, with creativity as an element of 
political practice. It has insisted that radical 
politics not be dreary." By valuing diversity 
and insisting on egalitarian methods of 
organising, anarchism has also become a 
pole of attraction for many feminists and 
anti-racists. 

These three insights - the critique of the 
state, the commitment to direct-action politics, 
and the sensitivity to the concrete processes 
of activism - represent three insights that 
anarchism can offer the budding anti-capital- 
ist movement. It is the authors’ belief that the 
future of anti- capitalist activism depends on 
uniting in practice both the Marxist and anar- 
chist insights mentioned above. 


Revolutionary Socialism Today 


This practice must begin with an honest 
assessment of the state of revolutionary pol- 
itics. Currently, the revolutionary anti-capital- 
ist perspective is still very much in the minor- 
ity within the movement. Injecting an anti- 
Capitalist politics into our movements must 
thus become a more consistent part of our 
work. We need to be the "loyal" but radical 
left wing of the movement, consistently chal- 
lenging ideas that global capitalism can be 
reformed or that mass direct action isn't a 
"legitimate" form of protest. 

To do all of these things effectively is very 
difficult. Anarchists and Marxists should 
therefore consider engaging in joint work. An 
anti-capitalist common front could involve 
such things as developing collective strate- 
gies for intervening in the movement and 
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holding joint public forums for spreading our 
ideas. We may also want to share space in 
our publications for constructive dialogue. 
Such collective work, aimed at rebuilding a 
revolutionary anti-capitalist consciousness 
amongst activists today, could help to renew 
the revolutionary anti-capitalist theoretical 
tradition and thus lead to a more serious and 
constructive engagement between Marxist 
and anarchist ideas. 


“We need to begin considering ways 
to collectively build a broad move- 
ment that can challenge reformist 

analyses, inspire militant mass action, 
and expose new layers of people to 
anti-capitalist ideas.” 


The march organised by CLAC 
(Convergence of Anti-Capitalist Struggles) 
against the Summit of the Americas in 
Quebec City last April, which included both 
anarchists and Marxists, is one example of 
revolutionaries from different traditions col- 
lectively promoting anti- capitalism. The 
Ontario Common Front and the emerging 
movement against racism and war are other 
places where anti-capitalists from different 
traditions are active. But, as radicals in these 
coalitions we need to do more than simply 
be active next to one another. We need to 
begin considering ways to collectively build a 
broad movement that can challenge 
reformist analyses, inspire militant mass 
action, and expose new layers of people to 
anti-capitalist ideas. 

The suggestions offered here should be 
seen as possible first steps to rebuilding rev- 
olutionary socialist politics. If we're to avoid 
the pitfalls of the past, we must be patient 
and treat the renewal of a revolutionary proj- 
ect as a process, and not as something that 
will take place overnight. Hopefully, our 
shared commitment to the radical transfor- 
mation of capitalism can help to break down 
the walls currently dividing the various 
socialist traditions so that we can struggle to 
ensure that another world is not only possi- 
ble, but guaranteed. 


New Socialist Group 
Box 167 
253 College St. 
Toronto, ONT, M5T 1R5, Canada 
email: newsoc @ web.net 
http://www.newsocialist.org 
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NEFAC responds... 


Comments on Gordon and Klassen's 
Anarchism, Marxism, and Renewing Socialism From Below 


This is a response to the brief essay by two 
members of the ‘New Socialist Group’. They 
propose greater practical cooperation 
between anarchists and Marxists, forming "an 
anti-capitalist common front." They also pro- 
pose a theoretical dialogue. This may lead to 
eventual "synthesis of ‘red’ and ‘black’ theory 
and practice." They base this on the "politics of 
socialism from below.” They assert that there 
are "key insights" to be learned from both 
Marxism and anarchism, and that followers of 
each tradition can learn much from the other. 

Marxism, they point out, centers its social 
and economic analysis in the workers’ role in 
the process of production. Politically it focus- 
es on the effort "to organize the working class 
to overthrow the system." Most anarchists 
have long agreed with this - especially, but 
not only, in the anarcho-syndicalist tradition. 
Both Marxism and anarcho-syndicalism have 
been criticized for downplaying other strug- 
gles, such as that of women, of oppressed 
races and nations, of Gays and Lesbians, or 
for ecological balance. This criticism has 
much truth in it, but it does not contradict the 
continuing importance of the class struggle. 

However, the heart of Gordon and 
Klassen's paper is its coverage of what is 
usually discussed under the headings of 
‘state’ and ‘party’. It lists as an "insight of the 
Marxist left... that radical activists need to 
from their own political organizations." This 
would be a relatively homogeneous organi- 
zation, formed around an agreed-upon politi- 
cal program, as opposed to fairly heteroge- 
neous, mass organizations, such as unions, 
workers' councils, or community organiza- 
tions. Thus a radical organization is com- 
posed only of those who agree with its radi- 
Cal program, while a union is composed of 
everyone who works in a particular industry. 
This is a response to the objective reality that 
oppressed people come to revolutionary pol- 
itics in layers, first a minority, then more and 
more, rather than all at once. The minority 
which "first" comes to revolutionary politics 
needs to organize itself to further the process 
of others changing their consciousness. 

This is consistent with Lenin's concept of 
the vanguard party, but it also fits in with the 
pro-organizational tendency within anarchism. 
That includes the early Bakuninists, the 
Organizational Platform of the Libertarian 
Communists, the Spanish FAI with its federa- 






tion of affinity groups, and the current 
Platformist tendency within international anar- 
chism. The difference between the Leninist 
and anarchist conceptions is that Leninists 
center their politics around the party. The 
whole point of their politics is to build a cen- 
tralized revolutionary party and to put it into 
power. lis relation to mass organizations, such 
as unions and workers' councils, is instrumen- 
tal. Support for the mass organizations is only 
a method of putting the party into power. 

On the other hand, the anarchist political 
organization exists only to promote the mass 
organizations. Its members may be elected to 
union or council positions, but it does not aim 
to be elected to a bourgeois parliament nor to 
seize power during a revolution - that is, it is 
not a party. As a minority, it opposes the ser- 
vility of the mass, and seeks to persuade peo- 
ple to give up their faith in bosses and rulers. 
In the course of mass struggles, it openly 
seeks to promote self-reliance and self-organ- 
ization. It consistently opposes those political 
tendencies which try to mislead the move- 
ments into reliance on "strong leaders". 

This feads the authors to praise anarchists 
for being "against the state...[T]he hierarchical- 
ly structured capitalist state cannot be used...to 
liberate the working class..." One long-time dis- 
pute between the anarchist and the Marxist 
movements has been whether to run in elec- 
tions. Marx and Engels argued strongly for this; 
Lenin denounced the "infantile leftists" in the 
Communist movement who rejected electoral- 
ism. Most Marxists have agreed. Anarchists 
have mostly felt that the electoral system is cor- 
rupting for any radical movement. They do not 
believe that it is good for people to send 
someone to Congress to be political “for” 
them. Nor have they believed that there is a 
“parliamentary [electoral] road to power." 

The dismal histories of the Social 
Democratic parties and the West European 
Communist parties support this anarchist 
belief. So does the even briefer electoral his- 
tory of the German Green Party (which has 
rapidly gone from being nearly-anarchist to 
being lap dogs for German imperialism). 
What is not clear, to me anyway, is where the 
authors stand on this vital issue. If they reject 
the capitalist state as an instrument of libera- 
tion, as they say, and advocate mass direc- 
tion action, then do they reject electoralism 
as a Strategy? They do not give their position. 
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Furthermore, it is not enough to say that 
“socialists must be against the state.” For a 
long time now, radical Marxists and others 
have wanted to overthrow their states. They 
wanted to destroy the existing bourgeois- 
bureaucratic-military states. But they wanted 
to create new states. In China, Yugoslavia, 
Vietnam, Cambodia, and Cuba, revolutionar- 
ies overthrew the old states, only to set up 
new, state-capitalist, states - of course, calling 
them "Socialist" or "Communist" or "People's 
Democracies." In Lenin's State and 
Revolution, he proposed to overthrow the old, 
bourgeois state, and to replace it with a new, 
workers' and peasants’ state, "a bourgeois 
state without the bourgeoisie." It would then, 
by itself, “wither away.” All the. effort was put 
into creating the new state. The "withering- 
away” part was supposed to happen by itself. 

Anarchists sought to replace existing 
states with federations of popular associa- 
tions. They have sought to replace the state 
with methods of participatory, direct democ- 
racy, with an armed, popular, militia instead 
of the regular police or army. They have 
advocated as little centralization and repre- 
sentation as is only absolutely necessary at 
the moment. The anarchists have been 
weak in seeing the importance of this com- 
munal federation serving as a center of 
power in opposition to the existing state. This 
was a major source of anarchist failure in the 
Spanish Revolution. It was recognized, too 
late, by the anarchist Friends of Durruti 
grouping. But the basic concept, of replacing 
the bureaucratic-military state by a federa- 
tion of popular associations is correct, as 
against the goal of a new state. 

As the authors say, "neither the Marxist 
tradition nor the anarchist tradition has 
developed a complete theory of socialist rev- 
olution." More bluntly, each has a disastrous 
history of failure. Anarchism has failed to 
make any revolutions and was marginal from 
the 1940's to the 1980's. Marxism has result- 
ed first in pro-imperialist Social Democracy 
and then, after an attempt to start over by 
Lenin, in Stalinism, finally declining back into 
“private” capitalism, but leaving behind 
mountains of skulls and rivers of blood. 

A new beginning is needed, and has already 
begun in the mass movement. We need to 
work together where we can, and clearly state 
our disagreements where we must. 
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The Power of Solidarity 


by J. Brecher, T. Costello and B. Smith (South End Press, 2000) 


reviewed by Lucien van der Walt (Bikisha Media Collective) 


The enormous upsurge of protest against 
the multilateral institutions that design and 
implement capitalist globalization has taken 
many by surprise. The new movement 
against neo-liberalism - and, in particular, 
the role of anarchist “black blocs"- burst onto 
the public consciousness with the November 
1999 protests in Seattle against the World 
Trade Organization (WTO). 

The new movement, dubbed ‘anti-capital- 
ist’ or ‘anti-globalization’, has since organ- 
ized a range of high profile actions. These 
include 'S26' against the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) summit in Prague, 
September 2000, and the mass action 
against the Free Trade Area of the Americas 
(FTAA) meeting in Quebec, April 2001. 

Responses to the anti-globalization move- 
ment have varied. On the far right, papers 
such as the Executive Intelligence Review 
have attacked the protesters as 'proto-terror- 
ists," whose escalating level of violence can 
only culminate in individual terrorism. Other 
rightists have strongly supported the anti- 
globalization movement. They see it as a 
way to further neo-fascist agendas of 
stronger national autonomy, economic pro- 
tectionism, the exclusion of immigrants, and 
withdrawal from world affairs and so-called 
world government. 

The left has been equally divided in 
response. The two main left alternatives to 
capitalist globalization may be defined as the 
‘fix it’ and the ‘nix it' approaches. Arguments 
and divisions at the World Social Forum at 
Porto Allegre, Brazil, in January 2001, 
reflected these two approaches. This forum 
intended to work out a way forward for the 
new anti-globalization movement. 

The ‘fix it' position advocates the reform 
of global capitalism and its institutions, such 
as the IMF, WTO and United Nations. The 
‘fix it' camp believes these institutions can be 
transformed to defend the interests of labor 
and the ‘third’ world. Once transformed, they 
can provide progressive global governance 
in such forms as the enforcement of social 
clauses in world trade agreements. 

The more radical 'nix it' position, champi- 
oned by anarchists, stands for the abolition 





of capitalism and its replacement by a 
humane, planned, self-managed, stateless, 
global economy. The ‘nix it’ position argues 
that the IMF, WTO and other multilateral 
structures are inherently anti-working class. 
Hence, it should be confronted and abol- 
ished through class struggle. 

Brecher, Costello and Smith's book 
Globalisation From Below is a perfect exam- 
ple of the ‘fix it’ approach, and demonstrates 
all the flaws and confused thinking in this 
approach. 

The authors devote a large part of the 
book to discussing the negative impacts of 
capitalist globalization. Examples include the 
rapid growth of inequality between and with- 
in countries, union bashing, casualization of 
the workforce, mass retrenchments, cuts in 
social spending, economic imperialism and 
instability, and environmental destruction. A 
second central theme is a discussion of the 
tactics needed to build a powerful coalition, a 
‘globalization from below’, that can shape the 
process of capitalist globalization. 

These criticisms of capitalist globalization, 
and proposed tactics for building a movement 
for ‘globalization from below’, are not very 
controversial and many progressives would 
accept them. Most of the left is, at least, clear 
that capitalist globalization results in 
increased working class poverty. They would 
also support the need for a self-managed 
coalition against capitalist globalization that 
recognizes diversity, unites people across 
borders and across the so-called ‘first and 
‘third’ worlds, and mobilizes on the streets. 

When it comes to building an internation- 
al movement against capitalist globalization, 
and to proposing practical alternatives, how- 
ever, Brecher, Costello and Smith are far 
less convincing. Brecher, Costello and Smith 
identify a wide range of social forces that 
may come together in a movement for glob- 
alization from below. These include working 
class movements in the ‘first world,’ ‘third 
world peoples and nations,’ and a diverse 
range of non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs) and_ identity-based-movements, 
such as feminism and environmentalism. 

The authors specifically exclude the neo- 
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fascist movement in the west, which they 
describe as sharing few of the progressive and 
internationalist values of the other social 
forces. Brecher, Costello and Smith insist, 
however, that the anti-globalization movement 
must be a multi-class movement. The move- 
ment should not place special importance on 
the working class or the trade unions. 

According to Brecher, Costello and Smith, 
these social forces should be mobilized in an 
international and diverse coalition fighting for 
‘globalization from below’. The aim of this 
movement should be the implementation of a 
‘common program’. The movement has to build 
this program through a ‘grand bargain’ between 
the diverse forces in the movement (p. 56). 

The ‘common program’ would not abolish 
global competition between countries, or 
replace the giant companies with workers' 
control, or aim at abolishing capitalism itself. 
Its demands are more modest. These 
include international trade regulations that 
would ‘balance internal market development 
and production for export’, set global stan- 
dards for labor and the environment, set lim- 
its on capital mobility, and the establishment 
a ‘global investment fund' (pp. 56-7, 80). 
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The authors claim that the effects of this 
program include a general improvement in 
social conditions across the world, environ- 
mentally sustainable development, the redis- 
tribution of wealth, and global economic sta- 
bility. An impressive list indeed! 

Democratized local and national govern- 
ments would implement the ‘common pro- 
gram' together with reformed multilateral 
institutions, including the IMF, World Bank 
and WTO, and by new institutions, such as a 

‘Global Economy Truth Commission’. This 
commission would ‘publicize’ and ‘refer’ cor- 
porate ‘abuses' to the relevant ‘authorities’ 
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(pp. 70-71). All of these institutions would be 
democratized and made accountable to the 
people’. How? By opening up the political 
Process, ending ‘the domination of politics by 
big money' (pp. 71-2), exerting pressure on 
the streets. 

Brecher, Costello and Smith propose an 
unlikely international coalition. They have a 
singular blindspot when it 
comes to third world 
regimes, which they 
describe as 'poor-country 
governments’. The authors 
regard these regimes as 
victims of globalization. As 
an example of ‘globalization 
from below', the authors 
point to complaints by these regimes against 
the WTO, sometimes voiced through the G- 
77, a Coalition of third world governments 
(pp. 11-12). 

But Brecher, Costello and Smith fail to 
mention that most of the third world states on 
which their hopes reside are busy inflicting 
brutal neo-liberal programs on their ‘own' 
working classes. Further, the authors are 
Strangely silent about the content of the third 
world regimes' complaints with regard to the 
WTO and international trade agreements. 

These regimes' complaints have centered 
on the introduction of social clauses that 
would require minimum labor and environ- 
mental standards on goods produced for 
export markets. The complaints have also 
been on the failure of certain first world coun- 
tries to fully implement neo-liberal policies by 
including economic protection deals in trade 
agreements! 

In other words, these third world regimes 
are supporting the full implementation of 
capitalist globalization, not an anti-capitalist 
struggle. 

Because Brecher, Costello and Smith fail 
to develop a class analysis of capitalist glob- 
alization, they ignore class conflicts within 
the 'third' world where capitalist ruling class- 
es are neo-liberal in character and using 
some of the lowest wages and worst working 
conditions on the planet to gain entry into the 
global market. 

Third world elites have no material interest 
in the ‘common program'. The competitive 
advantage of the third world is the ability of its 
regimes to suppress working class move- 
ments, and to bid for foreign investments 
based on a large supply of cheap, flexible 
labor. In the context of a long-term global eco- 
nomic slowdown, and subsequent economic 
restructuring, such competition between Capi- 
talists is unavoidable. Such are the allies to 
which Brecher and company direct the anti- 
globalization movement! This sentimental 










third worldism’ provides a highly naive and 
politically dangerous approach to fighting cap- 
italist globalization. This approach has led 
other radical analysts such as Noam Chomsky 
to the absurd conclusion that union-bashing 
dictators such as Mugabe in Zimbabwe and 
Mahathir in Malaysia are potential allies in the 
fight against capitalist globalization. 


“A consistent struggle against globaliza- 
tion must be outside and against the state, 
rejecting the false alternatives of national 
protectionism and world government. 
Furthermore, it must be anti-capitalist.” 


It is pure hypocrisy to exclude ‘first world’ 
neo-fascists from the anti-globalization 
movement but to ally with dictators in the 
‘third world,’ and reflects a refusal to under- 
Stand the class character of the post-colonial 
third world. 

Brecher, Costello and Smith's proposal to 
use the nation state and reformed multilateral 
organizations such as the IMF and WTO to 
tame global capitalism is equally problematic. 
The authors refer to a period when states 
Supposedly provided a vehicle for popular 
democracy, and a defense against capitalism. 
Their complaint is that 'big money' has cor- 
rupted the political process (pp. 71-2) and that 
multinational corporations have grown large 
enough to ‘outflank' or ‘undermine’ the state 
(pp. 3, 8-9, 10, 24, 36, 37 etc.) Hence, these 
authors see the key task as restoring power to 
the people’ and 'their representatives’ in gov- 
ernment (p. 40). 

This is a remarkably naive view of the role 
and functions of the modern state. Brecher, 
Costello and Smith fail to understand that the 
States of this world designed, and imple- 
mented the neo-liberal policies of capitalist 
globalization. They also fail to provide a good 
reason why the multilateral organizations 
such as the IMF and WTO can be reformed 
to regulate the world economy in a labor- 
friendly way. 

The multinational corporations do not 
implement globalization. The states make it 
possible for the multinationals to globalize 
their operations in the first place. 
Organizations such as the IMF, World Bank 
and WTO, and summits such as the FTAA 
are, after all, coalitions of governments, both 
first’ and ‘third world,' and not of corporations. 
It is simply wrong to portray ‘third world’ states 
as no more than victims of globalization. 

This is precisely Brecher, Costello and Smith 
fail to understand: the class nature of ‘third 
world’ regimes as instruments of local Capitalist 
elites, operating in a range of shifting alliances 
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and conflicts with the dominant ‘first world’ 
States and their controlling bourgeoisies. It is 
nonsensical to talk about corporations ‘out- 
flanking’ the state, as if states are not party to 
the process of globalization. It is equally ridicu- 
lous to direct people to defend the state from 
globalization, or to treat the state as an ally in 
the struggle against capitalist globalization, or 
to speak about ‘reforming’ the 
IMF and similar bodies, as if the 
State were, like the working 
Class, a victim of the process, 
rather than a perpetrator. 

Brecher and company's 
analysis is a good example of 
the pitfalls facing the anti-glob- 
alization movement, and the 
flaws inherent in the ‘fix it' approach. The 
authors' statist and reformist approach can 
lead, at best, to the cooptation of the anti- 
globalization movement in to the structures of 
Capitalist globalization. 

At best, it will have the effect of demobi- 
lizing popular activities, struggles and move- 
ments in favor of using the formal channels 
of the parliamentary system: this at precisely 
the moment that the role of states in impos- 
ing highly unpopular capitalist policies - and 
the futility of electoral politics - is more evi- 
dent than ever. 

At worst, it will open the door for the sup- 
pression and fragmentation of that movement. 

A consistent struggle against globalization 
must be outside and against the state, reject- 
ing the false alternatives of national protec- 
tionism and world government. Furthermore, 
it must be anti-capitalist. Capitalist globaliza- 
tion is nothing more than an attempt to 
reverse the global economic crisis by attack- 
ing the social and economic rights and con- 
ditions of the working class. The class char- 
acier of capitalist globalization creates the 
basis for, and sets the limits on, the emerg- 
ing movement for globalization from below. 
The international working class must play the 
leading role in fighting globalization, without 
allies from local or foreign elites, and without 
delusions of the role of the nation-state or 
the multilateral institutions. 

The state or social clauses should not 
regulate capitalist companies in the short- to 
medium-term. It should rather be the power 
of the democratically organized working 
Class to directly enforce decent living, work- 
ing and environmental standards on an inter- 
national level. This radical internationalism, 
this anarchism, contains within itself the pos- 
sibility of taking the struggle to a higher level, 
and the constitution of a post-capitalist social 
order on a world scale, centered on workers: 
control of production. In other words, the 
best answer to globalization is 'nix it'. 
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The Truth that 
Never Hurts: 
Writings on 
Race, Gender 


and Freedom 


by Barbara Smith 
(Rutgers University Press, 1998) 


reviewed by Chris Crass 


Barbara Smith has been an activist, organ- 
izer and writer for the past three decades, 
and with the recent publication of, The Truth 
That Never Hurts: Writings on Race, Gender 
and Freedom, we finally have a book length 
collection of her groundbreaking ideas, poli- 
tics and analysis. Throughout her writings on 
Women's Studies, the contemporary queer 
movement, police brutality, Black lesbian 
and gay history, Smith relentless pursues the 
question of how can we build organizations 
and a progressive movement that includes 
the majority of society that feels the heel of 
oppression on their neck. 

How do we build strong coalitions working 
for radical social change that are multiracial, 
multigenerational, feminist, pro-queer and 
class conscious? This collection presents cru- 
cial writings that address the complex and 
painful factors that have kept us apart and how 
inequality is reproduced in our movements. 
How can we organize against oppression with- 
out recreating oppression in the process of our 
organizing? How can we have critical dia- 
logues about race, class, gender and sexuali- 
ty and the ways that they shape our organizing 
and our politics, while we are working to chal- 
lenge the larger structures of power and privi- 
lege in society? These are questions that she 
examines and begins to answer. 

As a Black feminist lesbian socialist, who 
has consistently challenged racism and clas- 
sism in the feminist movement, sexism and 
homophobia in the Black community, sexism 
and racism in the queer movement, these 
issues have never lived in the realm of theo- 
ry alone. Smith has been a leading figure in 
the struggle to “build analysis, practice, and 
movements that accurately address the spe- 
cific ways that racism, capitalism, and all the 
major systems of oppression interconnect in 
the United States." She has helped develop 
the politics of intersectionality, that looks at 
the ways that race interacts with gender and 
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sexuality connects with class and how these 
structures of oppression and privilege have 
shaped and influenced people's lives. From 
this understanding, a politics that seriously 
addresses multiple issues, multiple struggles 
and brings people together in broad based 
coalitions can be built. For example, doing 
organizing against poverty should included 
an understanding of how racism has struc- 
tured the class system and why so many 
people of color are poor. This organizing 
should also have an analysis of the ways 
that sexism impacts women and why so 
many women raising children without the 
father around are in poverty. The politics of 
intersectionality play out when one begins to 
look at the how different factors impact white 
men, Latinos, Black men and white women, 
Asian American women and Black women. 
The challenge then is how to build coalitions 
and common agendas and organize to 
improve the situation for everyone. 

Smith became active politically during the 
Civil Rights movement. She joined the 
Women's Liberation Movement and was one 
of the first to articulate a self-defined Black 
feminist politics. She was a member of the 
Combahee River Collective, which was 
formed in 1973. As amember Smith helped 
write "The Black Feminist Statement” which 
has been widely circulated and deeply influ- 
ential in the feminist movement and beyond. 
The statement declared that their Black fem- 
inist collective came together in response to 
the sexism of the Civil Rights and Black 
Nationalist movements and the racism of the 
predominately white feminist movement. The 
statement also declared that as Black 
women, they are situated in a unique posi- 
tion to understand the way multiple systems 
of power operated as race, class and gender 
connected in their very lives. 

In another essay in the book, originally 
written for Sinister Wisdom, Smith writes, 
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"Racism is not primarily a set of negative atti- 
tudes or behaviors on the part of individual 
whites. These negative attitudes and behav- 
iors are grievous and sometimes fatal, but 
they are in fact symptoms of a system whose 
purpose is not merely to make people of 
color feel badly, but to maintain white power 
and control". Throughout much of her writ- 
ings, Smith demands that progressive and 
radical whites face racism and take action. In 
another essay in the book she writes: 
"racism within these movements [the femi- 
nist, gay and lesbian, and other social 
change movements] is an indication of how 
thoroughly institutionalized racism is in this 
country’s power structure, and that it 
inevitably manifests itself in every sector of 
US life. When whites in these movements 
demonstrate a consistent commitment to 
speaking out and organizing offensives 
against racist violence, police brutality, 
homelessness, economic exploitation and 
unequal access to quality education and 
health care, people of color can begin to take 
their antiracist actions seriously." 

Barbara Smith has contributed substan- 
tially to making Black lesbianism visible in the 
Black community, the predominately white 
feminist and queer movements and the left 
generally. In "Where's the Revolution" written 
in 1993, she writes: "...supposedly progres- 
sive heterosexuals of all races do so little to 
support lesbian and gay freedom. Although 
homophobia may be mentioned when het- 
erosexual leftists make lists of oppression, 
they do virtually no risk-taking work to con- 
nect with our movement or to challenge 
attacks against lesbians and gays who live in 
their midst. Many straight activists whose pol- 
itics are otherwise righteous simply refuse to 
acknowledge how dangerous heterosexism 
is, and that they have a responsibility to end 
it." Smith argues that "With so many hetero- 
sexuals studiously avoiding opportunities to 
become enlightened about lesbian and gay 
culture and struggle, it's not surprising that 
nearly twenty-five years after Stonewall so 
few heterosexuals get it." 

When confronting sexism, racism and 
homophobia in progressive groups and com- 
munities, the usual response is denial: "but 
I'm not a sexist", "I'm not racist". This denial 
prevents discussion about what we are 
going to do, how can we acknowledge our 
positions and work pro-actively. The politics 
of race, class and gender demonstrate the 
complexity of power and privilege, that one 
can be simultaneously oppressed and privi- 
leged. With this understanding, it is not about 
attaching blame and guilt, but rather coming 
to terms with who and what we are and act- 
ing responsibly to work for our collective lib- 





BOOK REVIEWS 


eration. Without coming to terms with these 
issues, we will continue to reproduce 
inequality, be unable to form broad coali- 
tions, and ultimately fail to achieve our goals 
of radical social change. Until our move- 
ments move beyond the notion of "these are 
my issues" and "those are your issues" and 
recognize the larger connections and need 
to work on "our issues” we will undermine 
the potential of our efforts. Smith writes, 
"Real political power, however, lies in the 
hands of the majority of people in this coun- 
try who do not benefit from this system: peo- 
ple of color, women, lesbians, gays, workers, 
elders and the differently abled. Often 
inspired by the multi-issued leadership of 
radical women of color, oppressed groups 
are increasingly banding together in grass- 
roots coalitions to fight the system and to 
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by Naomi Klein (Picador USA, 1999) 
reviewed by Red & Black Revolution - Ireland. 





The publication of No Logo was perfect- 
ly, if unintentionally, timed. Just as the N30 
demonstrations in Seattle made headlines 
around the world, No Logo arrived to explain 
some of the reasons for that movement. So 
although Naomi Klein has made it clear that 
she is not an 'official' spokesperson for the 
movement - that this movement has no offi- 
cial spokespeople - at a time when 
observers (and even some participants) 
wondered what was going on, No Logo pro- 
vided some answers. 

Klein starts by discussing how advertis- 
ing and general business practices have 
changed in the last twenty years. 
Essentially, companies decided that they 
were no longer in the business of selling 
products, because products are messy, they 


can be copied, or even improved on. But if 


you are selling an idea, an experience, a set 


of associations, it's much harder for another 
company to compete with you. Sportswear 


is a good example of a market where price, 
and quality, isn't that important. People 
choose between Nike and Adidas because 
of their ad campaigns, not their shoes. 

At the same time as companies started 
this emphasis on brands rather than prod- 
ucts, they started moving out of manufactur- 


ing. Manufacturing still has to take place of 


course, if not by you then by your suppliers, 
but then dealing with workers can be some- 








bring about fundamental political change. 
Feminists of color who consistently make the 
links between issues are building a move- 
ment whose politics have the revolutionary 
potential to free us all." 

As an anarchist organizer for social jus- 
tice, Smith's words are both challenging and 
incredibly inspiring. Over the years, a Black 
feminist analysis has challenged my anarchist 
politics, which far too often place the state at 
the center of oppressive power. Black femi- 
nism challenges this kind of hierarchy and 
forces the debate open to race, gender and 
sexuality. When one begins to look at power 
inequality in general, it becomes possible to 
understand how and why an anti-statist 
activist would campaign to defeat anti-immi- 
grant propositions at the ballot box, or why 
anarchists have organized to pass living- 


one else's problem, and 
you can concentrate on 
building your brand. 
Now a lot of the actu- 
al manufacturing of 
clothes, computer parts, 
and other industries has 
moved to the developing 
world. Unlike the west, 
where workers expect a 
decent wage, and are organized enough to 
demand it, in the free trade zones in China, 
Indonesia, the Philippines, Mexico, and many 
more countries, factories can be run with little 
outside interference. The description of these 
free trade zones, where workers sometimes 
work up to 100 hours a week, in appailing 
conditions, is the most interesting and useful 
part of the book. Workers there are barely 
paid enough to live on, and often work com- 
pulsory (and sometimes unpaid) overtime. 
Most of the workers in these factories are 
young women because they are thought to 
be easier to dominate, and less capable of 
organizing themselves. Even when workers 
start to unionize, they can be summarily fired, 
and large-scale agitation faces the constant 
threat that the factory will be simply packed 
up and moved to another zone. Solidarity 
with these workers, and outrage at the condi- 
tions they live in, was one of the driving 
forces of the Seattle and Prague protests. 
Where No Logo fails is in its attempt to 
tie these different themes together. Klein 
tries to argue that companies have to spend 
more money on 'branding', and this is why 
production is moving to sweatshops. 
Companies can't afford to have factories 
and a brand, so they ditched the factories. 
But its not just the big brands that are made 
in sweatshops. Nike runners may be made 
in Indonesia, but so are the own-brand run- 
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wage ordinances through their local city gov- 
emments. Smith's writings help us under- 
stand that to be anti-racist, feminist, and pro- 
queer, is to build the organization, campaign 
and/or agenda around principles and reflect 
this. It's not about guilt, it's about responsibili- 
ty and responsible organizing that furthers the 
possibility for collective liberation rather than 
individual advancement on the boot straps of 
white supremacy, patriarchy and class privi- 
lege. It's about doing work that is truly revolu- 
tionary in its vision, integrity and commitment. 
This is also truly hard and difficult work and 
that is why it is so important to have writers 
like Barbara Smith who inspire us and encour- 
age us. Her writings and ideas should be read 
and heard by everyone who works and longs 
for a better world for all of us. 


ners in your supermarket. Gap shirts are 
made in sweatshops, but so are the shirts in 
the department store. The sweatshops 
aren't a result of branding, they're a product 
of the desire of companies to cut costs. 
Some companies will then keep their prices 
low, while others will spend a lot on adver- 
tising, but hope to make even more by 
charging higher prices. 

The sweatshops are nothing new. They 
existed in the west, alongside hellish facto- 
ries, and unsafe mines about a century ago. 
Bosses always try to keep their costs down, 
because decent pay and safe working con- 
ditions just eat into their profits. Conditions 
didn't improve because the rich had a 
change of heart - every pay rise, every 
reduction in the working week, every safety 
standard had to be fought for. The same 
struggle is going on around the world today, 
and it's a fight against capitalism, not logos. 

This is why No Logo is ultimately disap- 
pointing. When it tries to be constructive, 
and suggest actions we can take, too much 
time is spent talking about ‘subverting’ 
advertisements, or painting over billboards. 
Ads may be annoying, and this kind of thing 
can be fun, but it doesn't really accomplish 
anything. Consumer boycotts are explored, 
even while their weaknesses are admitted. 
So there's less room to explore ways that 
we in the west can help sweatshop workers 
get organized, and how we can help their 
siruggles, which should be the objectives of 
any campaign. No Logo is still an interesting 
book, and possibly a good introduction for 
those who don't know much about the 
issues involved. But as a political analysis, 
or a guide to action, it's severely limited by 
Klein's unwillingness to admit that the prob- 
lem is not advertising, but capitalism. 





Continued Debate with 
John Zerzan 


To the Northeastern Anarchist: 

NA published a letter from me plus a long 
reply to it in your last issue. In hopes of fur- 
ther dialogue and clarification, here are a few 
comments. 

First of all, | frankly wonder if any leftist proj- 
ect will ever be open to questioning funda- 
mental institutions or categories like division of 
labor, domestication, civilization, mass produc- 
tion. The NA response to the challenge of 
problematizing these institutions shows what 
lengths the left will go in order to keep avoid- 
ing such questioning. The response is simple 
denial, at the level of definitions. Namely, divi- 
sion of labor, production, etc. are not institu- 
tions at all; they are mere ideas, concepts. 
Wow, case closed! 


Just prior to this verbal slight-of-hand, 
which entirely dismisses consideration of 
orimitivist critique, the point is made that it is 
“dangerous” to be critical of the left. Such 
thinking might confuse people; it might con- 
stitute an abandonment of the left's "tradi- 
tional political base." 

Is it really still possible to cling to such 
orthodoxy in light of the massive failure of the 
left? Its overall bankruptcy, especially it's total 
lack of effectiveness in terms of preserving 
people and nature from the onslaughts of 
industrial capitalism, would counsel against 
such dogged loyalty. 

Like the rest of the left, NA evidently does 
not wish to be awakened from its slumber of 
tradition and conformity. NA sees capitalism 
as the entirety of the problem, but cannot 
fathom the depth of capital, because of an 
unwillingness to look for its origins in more 


fundamental institutions. 

Mainstream anthropology tells us that divi- 
sion of labor, domestication, and other social 
catastrophes date from the agricultural revo- 
lution of some 10,000 years ago. Pre-agri- 
cultural existence was characterized by 
non-hierarchical, face to face social groups, 
gender equality, resource sharing, and an 
absence of organized violence. 

Yet, the project of maintaining “the pro- 
duction process," of maintaining a "complex 
society," is not at issue for NA. These dimen- 
sions, which themselves embody the prob- 
lem, remain unexplored, and NA remains in 
the dark. We must do better than this delib- 
erate refusal to consider the root causes of 
worldwide destruction of communities, 
ecosystems, and the planet's future. 


- John Zerzan 
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NEFAC Responds... 


Dear John, 

Our correspondence points out a clear dif- 
ference between our theoretical perspec- 
tives. The problem of definitions demon- 
strates just how complicated it is to engage in 
a dialogue when the parties involved are 
essentially speaking two different languages. 
| stand by my previous claim that institutions 
are structures by which society is organized 
and that what you present as such are still 
just concepts which manifest themselves in 
various forms in societies with different forms 
of social organization. 

It is important for anarchists to question 
the authoritarian tendencies in the Marxist 
left. We must not fall into the trap that many 
of our comrades had during the Russian 
Revolution and Spanish Civil War in associ- 
ating our movement with the authoritarian 
left. History clearly has demonstrated the fail- 
ure of this tendency. It has not, as you seem 
to assert, invalidated the basis of the left's 
analysis. In this age of growing monopoliza- 
tion and globalization of capital, the leftist cri- 
tique is more relevant than ever. The fact that 
the authoritarian mode! of leftist organization 
is dead and gone only serves to demonstrate 
that the only option for revolution against the 
current social system is anti-authoritarian. 

The only segment of the left which has 
truly failed in its "effectiveness in terms of 
preserving people and nature from the 
onslaughts of industrial capitalism” is the 
authoritarian left with its over-reliance on the 
western, hierarchical model of social devel- 
opment. Much of the struggle for environ- 
mental preservation is itself a class struggle. 
We see this struggle manifesting itself in the 


battle against environmental racism where 
communities of people of color oppose cor- 
porate behavior which directly attacks their 
community. We see this struggle in indige- 
nous people's movements which fight 
against their enslavement into the wage sys- 
tem, the destruction of their societies, and 
the devastation of their lands against corpo- 
rate domination. These are not struggles to 
return to a life which existed over 10,000 
years ago; but to take control of their lives 
from the hierarchical domination of capital 
and the oppression of the state. 
Decentralized control of society and social 
production is guaranteed to reduce the 
destruction of nature if only because human 
beings understand the basic notion that you 
do not destroy your own home. Whether this 
society works to preserve nature or not is a 
different debate and we may very well find 
ourselves on the same side of the issue. 

It is true that mainstream anthropology 
says that "pre-agricultural existence was 
characterized by non-hierarchical, face to 
face social groups, gender equality, resource 
sharing, and an absence of organized vio- 
lence." However, critical anthropology has 
found that many of these findings are the 
result of ethnocentric preconceptions of 
western, male anthropologists. In fact, there 
were often informal hierarchies in such soci- 
eties, gender inequality, and organized vio- 
lence was rare but did occur. For every soci- 
ety of the form which you uphold as existing 
for all humans there was one which dis- 
played hierarchy and inequality. Rather than 
attempting to replicate social forms which 
have not existed for thousands of years, the 
anarchist movement should leam how we 
can apply non-hierarchical organizational 
forms to our current social structures. 
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What bothers me most about the primi- 
tivist critique is its inherent misanthropy and 
nihilism. There is a fear that human beings 
are incapable of organizing themselves and 
society in manner that is both complex and 
non-hierarchical. Are we to believe that peo- 
ple are so unreliable, so untrustworthy that 
we cannot organize ourselves into social 
forms which are non-coercive and non- 
destructive and provide a certain level of 
material comfort? If so, then what are we to 
do about the masses who cannot abide by 
the primitivist vision of life without moderni- 
ty? More importantly, how does the primi- 
tivist vision address the need to feed, clothe, 
and shelter a population of over six billion 
people? Surely, the vast population of the 
world would not be able to forage and sub- 
sistence hunt without either eliminating all of 
the basic food sources available to them or 
collapsing into mass conflict. Is this part of 
the primitivist vision as well? How do we 
achieve a sustainable society in the world 
today? it appears to me that the return to 
pre-agricultural life would require massive 
catastrophes and possible acts of genocide. 

Anarchist-communism provides a vision 
of society that both address the current 
struggles against the most oppressive ele- 
ments of modern society, capital and the 
state, and a vision of the future which pro- 
vides for material and personal security. It 
envisions a world where humanity and 
nature are free from the exploitation of capi- 
talism and the state. It provides a model of 
society which incorporates all people in 
structures of mutual aid. It is a society of 
freedom in its purest sense. 


- Stanislav Vysotsky (NEFAC-Boston) 


La NEFAC est fière d'annoncer la sortie du premier 
numéro de sa revue francophone: RUPTURES. Sur 
32 pages format “télé-horaire” (sil sil) Ruptures 
tente d'aborder un champ non couvert par la presse 
d'agitation: l'analyse et la théorie. 


Abonnement et distribution: Une revue militante ne 
peut survivre que grâce aux abonnements, alors, 
abonnez-vous! Québec/Canada régulier: 12$ pour 
4 numeéros, soutien et hors-Québec/Canada: 24$ et 
plus. Pour la distribution: 3$ poste payée l'ex.; 
2,75$ l'exemplaire pour 3 copies et plus; 2,50$ l'ex- 
emplaire pour 10 copies et plus; 2$ l'exemplaire 
pour 20 copies et plus. (hors-Québec/Canada ou 
plus dexemplaires, contactez-nous). Les chéques 
peuvent être fait à l'ordre de “Groupe Emile-Henry”. 


Pour toute correspondance: Groupe anarchiste 
Emile-Henry, C.P 55051, 138 St-Vallier Ouest, 
Québec (Qc), G1K 1J0, Canada. 





vww3.sympatico.ca/emile.henry/nefac.htm 
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